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LETTER  XII. 


tOLONEL  LORTON  TO  HIS  DAUGHTER; 


ON    SCANDAL. 


From  the  moft  careful  obfervations  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  propenfity  to  tell  a  ftory  to  the  dif- 
advantage  of  another  perfon,  or  what  is  ge- 
nerally called  Scandal,  is  as  common  to  men 
as  it  is  to  women,  and  therefore  your  fex 
are  unjuftly  accufed  of  being  more  prone  to 
VOL.  II.  B  it 
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it  than  our's.  "  I  do  not  think  however  that 
this  inclination  either  in  men  or  women 
arifes  more  from  fpleen  or  ill  nature,  than 
a  want  of  fome  other  fubjeft  of  converfation, 
or  from  a  fuppofition  that  it  is  agreeable  to 
thofe  with  whom  they  are  converfing :  for  we' 
frequently  find  perfons  taking  a  great  plea- 
fure  in  reporting  tales  concerning  thofe  who 
have  done  nothing  to  offend  them,  and  are 
fo  far  removed  from  them  by  rank  in  life  or; 
diftance  of  place,  that  they  are  very  unlikely 
to  be  the  objects  of  their  envy. 

Some  perfons  may  flatter  themfclves  they 
can  build  their  own  fame  upon  tlie  ruin  of 
that  of  others;  and  may  think  their  own 
good  qualities  will  ftiine  with  fuperior  luftre^, 
if  thofe  of  their  friends  are  thrown  into  tiie 
fhade.  This  kind  of  artifice  does  not  always 
gain  its  end.  If  Mifs  A — ,  for  example,  de- 
fcribes  any  one  of  her  neighbours  as  ill  mi- 
tared,  vain,  or  cenibrious ;  if  ihe  afferts  that 
fhfe  iings  badly,  dances  ungracefxilly,  an^ 
looks  horribly,  it  h  very  clear  who  is  to  be 

regarded 
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regarded  as  the  model  of  all  poflible  per- 
fection ;  and  that  ihe  wiihes  to  degrade  her 
neighbour  foi-  the  fake  of  exalting  herfelf. 

You  will  fometimes  meet  with  thofe  who 
have  a  peculiarly  artful  manner  of  relating  a 
ftory,  with  a  view  of  fs^ving  themfelves  from 
being  thought  cenforiouB.  They  preface  their 
narratives  with  affuring  you,  "  they  wily  re- 
late what  they  have  heard ;  but  they  will  not 
venture  to  pledge  themfelves  for  the  truth 
of  what  they  are  going  to  iay."  Then  they 
proceed  by  their  tone  of  voice,  iimuendoes, 
and  laughing,  to  fliow  you,  as  plainly  as 
poffible,  their  opinion  of  the  cafe,  and  what 
impreflion  they  are  anxious  to  make  upon 
your  mind.  There  is  too  a  mode  of  contra- 
di^ng  a  ftory,  which  niay  ferve  to  confirm 
it — a  mode  well  known,  and  fuccefsfully 
praftifed  by  many  a  Mrs.  Catidor  you  may 
chance  to  meet  with.  She  aflerts,  indeed, 
Ihe  does  not  credit  a  word  of  the  affair ;  but 
fhe  may  fpeak  in  fuch  an  ironical  manner, 
as  to  conj^ince  the  whole  company  ihe  wifties 
every  fyllable  of  it  to  be  believed. 

B  2  This 
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This  may  be  called  Scandal  by  implication ; 
when  "  more  is  meant  than  meets  the  ear.*' 
It  may  be  true,  that  thole  who  communicate 
a  ftory  in  this  manner,  may  not  be  the  in- 
ventors of  it;  but  if  they  circulate  it  from 
malevolent  motives,  they  are  furely  as  culpa- 
ble as  if  they  were  fo.  The  intejition  conl'ti- 
tutes  the  offence;  or  elfe  there  would  be  no 
juftice  in  the  law  which  enacts,  that  the  man 
who  circulates  a  bank  note,  well  knowing  it 
to  be  bad,  is  as  guilty  as  he  who  forged  it. 

If  I  proceed  to  a  farther  dcfcription  of 
thofe,  whofe  chief  delight  confifts  in  the 
wanton  exercife  of  their  tongue,  for  the  un- 
feeling piifpofes  of  calumny  and  detra6lion, 
you  muft  not  attribute  my  attempt  to  my 
own  indulgence  of  fuch  a  praftice,  but  ra- 
ther to  my  wiih  to  put  you  upon  your  guard, 
and  to  prevent  you  from  being  blinded  by 
their  plaufibility,  and  deceived  by  their  arts. 

The  tale-bearers  who  are  prompted  by  ill- 
nature  to  mifreprefent  the  conduCt  of  others, 
make  the  worft  poilible  ufe  of  thofe  figures 
of  rhetoric  which  confift  in  omitting  fome 

circum- 
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circumftances,  adding  others,  and  in  fwell- 
ing  trifles  into  fubjefts  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance. The  mifchief  they  may  produce 
in  fociety  is  incalculable.  They  caufe  cold- 
fiefs,  and  even  hatred,  to  take  place  among 
friends  ;  they  inflame  fufpicion  into . jealoufy, 
diflike  into  malice,  and  averfion  into  revenge. 
Such  are  the  bufy-bodies,  who,  by  the  whif- 
pers  of  infmuation,  and  the  peltilent  breath 
of  flander,  alienate  brother  from  brother, 
and  eftrange  the  affe6lions  of  the  wife  from 
the  hulband :  and  they  have  been  known  to 
produce  effe6ts  more  injurious  than  thefe — 
even  to  raife  the  arm  of  the  duellift  to  flied 
the  blood  of  his  friend — perhaps  of  his  bene- 
fa9;or.  Such  perverters  of  the  gift  of  fpeech 
ought  to  be  the  outcafts  of  fociety ;  and  yet 
they  are  too  often  admitted,  and  welcomed 
into  its  bofom,  becaufe  they  are  pleafant 
companions.  If,  however,  our  anxiety  for 
the  characters  and  feelings  of  others  do  not 
induce  us  to  keep  them  at  adiftance,  we  may 
at  leaft  have  fome  regard  for  ourfelves ;  for 
while  we  are  liftening  to  their  plaufible  tales, 

w« 
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we  may  be  affurjed,  that  we  arc  marked  out 
as  the  prey  of  their  garrulity.  Our  abfence 
only  is  requilite  to  make  us  the  fport  of  their 
tongues :  w«  Ihall  fuffer  by  the  lame  fate,  to 
which  others  in  our  hearins  have  been  con- 
demned :  and  can  our  punilhment  be  unde- 
served, if  we  have  cordially  joined  in  the 
laugh  of  approbation,  and  affifted  in  fwelling 
the  triumph  of  malevolence  over  innocence 
and  merit  ? 

Be  afTured,  that  a  pure  and  unfullied  re- 
putation is  one  of  the  greateft  bleffmgs  a 
mortal  can  enjoy.  T$ie  continuation  of  it 
to  futul^  ages,  which  conftitutes  fame  or 
glory,  is  the  greateft  re^vard  of  valor,  genius, 
and  patriotifra.  It  was  for  Tliis  a  Chatham 
counfelled,  and  for  This  a  Nelfon  fought  and 
died.  In  private  -life,  it  gives  fplendor  to 
every  rank  of  fociety :  it  is  the  pride  of  tlit 
rich  man,  and  is  more  precious  than  all  his 
trcafures :  it  may  be  the  only  poffeffion  of 
the  poor,  and  fhould  he  preferve  this,  he  is  not 
likely  to  rerriain  long  in  a  ftate  of  indigence, 
and  be  can  never  be  an  object  of  contempt. 

A  good 
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A  good  wan  val,ues  his  charaf^ler,  »ot  xMily  as 
the  reward  of  his  p^ft*&ions,  but  as  the  ea^|- 
aeft  of  Jjis  future  fvicceis.  So  defervedly  iii^j 
<iloes  k  fta«d,  thart;  k  is  held  dearei'  than  life 
litfetf ;  and  moft  degraded  is  the  ftate  <^  thai 
perfon  who  has  loli  his  char^^ber— degraded 
indeed  beyond  all  power  of  recoy^ry.  The 
-fpee^s  of  dirt  upon  the  pureft  ihow^  are  tlv^ 
lively  eniblefiis  erf  ftains  upon  our  a'eputa- 
tion^  but  .recoile61;,  that  fucih  ftains  are  far 
filOEe  fixed  and  iadelible. 


Good  name  in  man.p^  .woman, 


Is  the  immediate  jewel  of  their  fouls : — 
"Who  ftcals  my  purfe  ^eals  traih,  *iis  Something,  no- 
thing; 
'Twa.s«iiu€,  'tis  his^fUHl  ^^s.bcen  fla^ve  to  thou&nds: 
IJut  be  that  filches  froni  me  my  good  name, 
Robs  me  of  that  which  not  enriches  him, 

And  makes  mc  poor  indeed. 

SiiAK^ST^yilt^E's  Othello. 

Tlie  faculty  of  fpccch  was  given  to  us  for  the 
moft  benevolent  ends,  for  our  mutual  improve- 
ment and  rational  pleafure;  we  ought  therefore 

to 
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to  be  careful  that  we  do  not  abufe  it  to  the  moft 
injurious  and  difgraceful  of  all  purpofes,  and 
the  moft  oppofite  to  the  defigns  of  its  boun- 
tiful Giver.  How  unworthy  of  the  fair  fex 
is  it  for  their  tongues,  which  can  warble  the 
^weeteft  notes  of  harmony,  to  exprefs  the 
harfh  language  of  difcord,  and  to  taint  con- 
verfation  with  the  finfeftious  poilbn  of  fcan- 
dal !  How  much  more  innocent,  or  rather 
how  much  more  becoming  and  captivating, 
is  filence  !  If  a  girl  who  is  very  talkative  is 
not  upon  her  guard,  the  admirers  flie  may 
flatter  herfelf  Ihe  has  fully  fecured  \\i\\  for- 
fake  her,  and  her  tongue  will  deftroy  thp 
triumph  of  her  eyes. 

The   following  old  epigram    may  give  a 
ufeful  hint  to  fuch  a  ce^forious  babbler. 

To  DoRiNDA,  who  coitjiantly  "wears  a  Veil. 

DokiNDA,  why  not  more  difclofo 
Thofe  charms  thy  Damon  longs  to  view, 
Thy  cheeks  that  emulate  the  rofe, 
Thy  eyes  that  fteal  from  heav'n  their  blue  ? 

Dorinda, 
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Porinda,  why  with  ceafelcfs  railing 
Do  you  confurae  the  live  long  day  ? 
While  you  indulge  this  odious  failing. 
Your  wearied  lover  flies  away. 
Would  you  his  captive  ftate  prolong  ? 
Unveil  your  face,  and  curb  your  tongue. 

The  conliderations  proper  to  reprefs  a  dif- 
pofition  to  fcandal  cannot  fail  to  have  their 
effeft  upon  every  ingenuous  mind,  and  every 
feeling  heart.  When  inclined  to  indulge  in 
ccnforioufnefs,  recoUeO:,  my  Emily,  that  you 
are  going  to  employ  an  engine  which  may 
recoil  m  ith  equal,  or  perhaps  greater,  force 
againft  yourfelf.  Scandal  is  a  vice  not  lefs 
injurious  to  man,  than  fmful  in  the  fight 
of  God.  We  are  exprefsly  told  in  Scripture, 
that  "  the  words  of  a  tale-bearer  are  as 
wounds" — that  "  lying  and  deceitful  lips  are 
an  abomination  to  the  Lord" — that  "  if  any 
man  among  us  feem  to  be  religious,  and 
bridleth  not  his  tongue,  that  man's  religion 
is  yain.'' 

Whenever 
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Whenever  you  hear  afperfions  caft  upon 
any  one,  let  them  lead  you  rather  to  inquire 
than  to  judge.  It  may  be  very  wrong,  and 
certainly  is  v^ry  pi'ecipitate,  to  admit  as  true 
what  is  as  likoly  to  be  falfc,  or  at  leait  grt;atly 
exaggerated.  It  is  much  more  prudent,  as 
well  as  more  generous,  to  take  feme  pains 
to  afcertain  a  matter  of  h&,  tlmn  "  to  fit  iii 
ihe  feat  of  the  fcornfial,"  and  pronounce  a 
decifive  fentence.  Let  not  indolence  repress 
y«*ir  exertions,  nor  prepofliffion  blind  your 
judgment;  but  in  cafes  of  im^iortance  to  the 
iionor  of  your  friends,  fpare  «ot  your  beft  en- 
deavours to  find  out  -the  truth. 
;,  You  may  think  I  place  this  fubjeti  in  too 
ferious  and  gloomy  a  point  of  view  ;  and  you 
j«ay  fay,  tiiat  in  the  levity  of  converfation 
•fto  fuch  niirchiefe  may  he  likely  to  arife  as 
ihofc  which  refult  from  delibej*ate  flander; 
and  that  ftories  may  be  related  merely  in 
iport,  and  for  the  fake  of  exciting  a  laugh. 
But  if  we  raii'e  fucii  a  lauiih  ao:ainlt  the  ab- 
.^t,  let  us  be  furc  tliat  we  do  not  add  cow  • 

ardice 
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ftrdice  to  cruelty,  by  afperfing  thofe  who  are 
not  prefent  to  defend  themfelves.  And  if 
we  are  inclined  to  indulge  a  laugh  at  tliofe 
who  are  prefent,  and  expofe  their  follies  and 
foibles,  let  us  be  very  felect  in  the  objects  of 
our  merriment,  and  ceitain  that  we  do  not 
give  more  pain  than  we  receive  pleafure. 
Some  perfons  can  "  fpeak  daggers,  who  make 
ufe  of  none :"  ^hat  tiiey  fay  in  jell  may  be 
underftood  in  earnelt :  the  fmart  may  be 
felt,  the  wound  may  fefter,  and  one  fevere 
word  may  deftroy  tranquillity  of  mind,  and 
for  a  long  time  interrupt  the  comfort  of  life. 

You  fee  then  how  poignant,  how  cruel, 
how  injurious  that  expreflion  may  be,  which 
raifes  a  blufli  upon  the  cheek  of  innocence, 
and  gives  a  pang  to  the  bofom  of  virtuous 
fenfibility.  Even  to  the  bad  you  furely  would 
not  nifli  to  give  pain,  unlefs,  like  a  Ikilful 
furgeon,  you  were  confident  that,  in  fome 
particular  cafes,  the  only  method  of  curing 
4  difcafe  is  to  intli6l  a  wound. 


LET- 


\: 


LETTER  XIII. 


From  the  fume  to  tht  fame. 


0*C    LETTER    WRiTIXO. 

.By  your  requeft  that  I  would  give  you 
ibme  directions  upon  the  fubjeSt  of  letter 
writing,  you  affign  to  me  a  taik,  which  is  com- 
paratively a  light  one  :  for  it  is  much  eafier 
to  prefer! be  rules,  than  to  follow  them.  Is 
it  the  fuggeftion  of  well  or  ill  founded  diffi- 
•denee,  wiien- 1  exprefs  an  apprehenlion,  that 
my  o-»vn  letters  in  many  refpects  may  be  far 
from  deferving  your  imitation ;  for  perhaps 
there  are  pcrfous,  even  if  you  be  niore  in- 
dulgent, who  would  think  that  I  refemble  tlie 
bad  authors  defcribed  by  the  poet^ — 

Rules  for  good  writing  they  with  pains  indite-, 
Then  fhew  us  what  is  bad,  by  what  they  write. 

To 
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To  make  you  however  fome  amends 
for  the  imperfeCl  execution  of  your  vvifiie^,' 
and  my  own,  I  iliall  conclude  what  I  in*- 
tend  to  fay  upon  the  fubjeQ;,  with  fome  fpb- 
cimens  of  letters  that  may  produce  a  lirrile, 
while  they  fiiggeit  a  caution.  '  -'  /ii-?i-'P 

Whether  ladies  excel  gentlemen  in  letter 
writing,  is  a  queftion,  I  am  inclined  to  an- 
fwer  in  the  aifirmative.  Ladies  difplay  a 
peculiar  eafe  of  expreflion,  they  know  how 
to  fet  off  every  little  circumftance  to  advan- 
tage,: and  they  iliow  fuch  delicacy  and  fen- 
(ibility,  as  are  peculiarly  calculated  to  carry 
this  employment  of  the  pen  to  perfection.  -■'■' 

In  writing  letters,  fome  of  the  moft  itri- 
portant  points  to  be  attended  to  are  perfpi- 
cuity,  elegance,  and  precilion.  It  is  necef^ 
fary  to  add,  that  a  regard  to  method,  a 
ftriCb  attention  to  truth,  good  humour,  and 
^jjolitcnefs,  are  cifential  to  a  good  letter: 
"without  thefe  requifites,  your  letters  cannot 
anfvver  the  beft  ends  of  correfpondence, 
which  are  to  give  information,  and  commu- 
nicate pleafure.  Every  letter  cannot  be  ex- 
pected 
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pe6led  to  fpai'kle  with  wit,  or  to  ftrike  with 
folid  oblervation :  there  is  however  a  ftile 
at  once  eafy  and  elegant,  which  conveys  the 
fpontaneous  dictates  of  the  heart,  arid  never 
fo  completely  fixes  attention  and  invites  fre^ 
quent  reperuliils,  as  when  it  flows  from  the 
pen  of  thofe  of  whofe  warm  and  lincere  at- 
tachment Ave  have  received  the  moft  flttisfac- 
tory  proofs. 

Perfpicuity,  or  clearnefs,  is  the  prime  qua- 
lity of  a  good  ftile.  If  a  pcrfon  exprefles 
himfelf  obfcurely,  he  fpeaks  or  writes  almolt 
in  vain.  You  can  no  more  underftand  him 
than  you  can  fee  a  face  concealed  by  a  veil. 
Nothing  can  compenfate  for  the  want  of  per- 
Ipicuity,  which  far  from  being  merely  a  free- 
dom from  error,  is  as  much  a  pofitive  beauty, 
as  the  tranfparent  water,  through  which 
you  behold  the  pebbles  at  the  bottom  of  a 
ftream. 

As  fhincs  the  lily  through  the  chryftal  mild, 
Or  as  the  rofe  amid  the  morning  dew, 
Frefli  from  Aurora's  hand  more  fweetly  glows. 

The 
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The  letter  writer,  who  to  clearnefe  unites 
elegance^  will  reach  excelicBce  in  this  kind  of 
cofifipofition.  An  elegant  writer  from  maujf 
modes  of  expreffion,  which  may  occur  to 
hiin,  fele0:s  tlie  beft,  and  carefully  avoids  all 
vulgar,  aifefted,  or  pompous  language.  This. 
excellence  belongs  to  perfons  of  fuperior 
refinement,  and  was  confpicuous  in  the  let* 
ters  of  Mrs.  Rowe,  Lady  Wortley  Montagu, 
LcH'd  Lyttleton,  and  Mr.  Gray. 

Precifion  confifts  in  cutting  off  every  fii- 
perfluous  expreffion,  and  in  faying  as  much 
Jis  is  neceffary  to  make  the  fuiyeO;  clearly 
and  fully  underftood, — and  no  more.  By 
what  you  retreiicli,  you  add  to  tiie  ftrength 
and  the  beauty  of  what  you  retain.  Thus  i& 
the  vi<£our  of  the  fineit  Ibrubs  in  a  garden 
iocreafed  by  curtaihng  their  luxuriant 
branches.  Precifion  excludes  the  crowd  ai 
uimecelTary  words  which  encumber  ideas ; 
and  will  prevent  from  running  the  rilk  of 
being  tedious,  a.circumftance  which  will  never 
produce  the  acknowledgments  of  your  cor- 
refpondents.  We  ought  to  have  fome  re- 
9  gard 
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gard  for  their  time  as  Mell  as  our  own :  let 
ns  then  fuller  them  to  rife  from  our  epiftolary 
banquet  rather  with  an  appetite  for  more^ 
than  with  a  difpofition  to  cenfure  us  for  fet- 
ting  a  profufion  of  ordinary  diihes  before 
them. 

A  wag,  on  receiving  a  long  letter  full 
of  unmeaning  words,  faid,  it  was  like  an  old 
ruinous  caftle,  for  the  pa/Jages  wanted  light j 
and  led  to  nothing. 

Truth  and  lincerity  ouglit  to  form  the 
bafis  of  letters.  Fallhood  and  artitice  dif- 
grace  the  chara6icr  of  man,  they  ought 
therefore  to  be  baniihed  from  every  kind  of 
focial  intercourfe,  and  particularly  from  that, 
which  admits,  or  rather  encourages  the 
warmeft  and  moft  undifguifed  fcntiments  : — 
the  pen  Ihould  always  be  the  faithful  inter- 
preter of  the  heart. 

In  all  letters,  and  more  efpecially  in  let- 
ters of  bufmefs,  fome  arrangement  of  topics 
is  neceflary.  If  you  do  not  attend  to  order, 
you  will   be  betrayed  into  repetitions,  and 

your 
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yow  thoughts  by .  being  fcattered  will  be 
weakened  and  confofed. 

With  refpe6t  to  fubjeQ:s,  and  the  proper 
manner  of  treating  them,  letters  naturally 
^e  their  colour  from  the  perfons  to  whom 
they  are  addrefled:  that  is,  they  depend 
upon  the  age,  rank,  and  character  of  your 
correfpondents.  You  would  doubtlefs  tliink 
it  hnproper,  or  rather  ridiculous,  to  addrefs 
the  old  and  young,  the  grave  and  the  gay, 
the  fcholar  and  the  country  fquire,  the  cour- 
tier and  the  farmer,  in  the  fame  ftile.  If 
-therefore  you  were  writing  to  a  du  chefs,  you 
would  addrefs  her  with  great  refpeO; ;  if  to 
ypur  friend  with  freedom  and  eafe,  yet  de- 
void of  too  mucli  familiarity,  and  if  to  a 
fervant,  with  condefcending  civility.  The 
decorum  neceifary  in  correfpondence  is  the 
fame  as  is  requifite  in  converfation. 

Lord  Bacon  has  well  obferved,  that  "  Read- 
ing maketh  a  full  man,  fpeaking  a  ready 
man,  and  w  riting  an  craft  marf." 

If  letters  do  not  admit  the  copioufnefs  of 
converfation,  they  have  the  double  advan- 

'VOL,  II.  c  tage 
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tage  of  more  correftnefs,  and  more  reflec- 
tion. The  a6b  of  writing  allows  that  time 
for  premeditation,  which  the  ardour  of  con- 
verfation  excludes ;  converfation  is  often  a 
iketch  of  the  mind,  which  may  he  highly 
coloured  indeed,  but  is  often  haftily  drawn; 
Letter  writing  ought  to  be  a  more  corre6t..re- 
femblancfe,  a  more  nicely  fmiihed  picture, 
and  if  it  pofleffes  the  elegance  of  a  Mel- 
moth,  the  livelinefs  of  a  JMontagu  or  the 
facetioufnefs  of  a  Gray,  it  is  like  a  minia* 
'turcfet  in. diamonds. 

I"  You  will  do  well  to  recolleO^,  that  atten- 
tion is  due  to  the  hand  writings  as  well  as 
to  the  expreffion  of  a  letter.  To  be  coiji- 
j>elled  to  toil  through  a  letter  written  in  fo 
linall  a  hand  as  almoft  to  require  a  micro- 
fcope,  or  wherein  tlie  letters  are  fo  formed, 
that  they  look  like  hieroglyphics,  is  laying 
too  heavy  a  burthen  in  addition  to  poftage, 
upon  your  perplexed  correfpondents,  and 
moft  unlovely  is  it  to  the  eye  to  fee  your 
paper,  "  as  the  pure  limpid  ftream  when 
fouled   with  ftains,"  deformed   ^^ith  blots, 

and 
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and  crowded  with  interlineations.  The  wav- 
ing line  of  beauty  may  fuit  the  figures  of  a 
drawing,  but  the  mathematical  precifion  of 
ftraight  lines  is  better  adapted  to  a  letter.. ^^ 
Always  remember,  that  any  thing  worth 
doing,  is  worth  doing  well.  Even  the  mode 
of  folding,  directing,  and  fealing  a  letter  is 
not  beneath  attention.  Perfons  of  rank  and 
falhion  are  feldom  negligent  in  thefe  re- 
fpefts.  It  is  equally  neceffary  to  be  atten- 
tive while  you  are  engaged  in  writii?g  to  a 
perfon,  as  when  you  are  in  company  with 
hirn,  for  thofe  who  are  diftraitf  or  abfent, 
are  apt  to  make  ridiculous  miftakes.  So 
completely  occupied  was  a  lover  with  the 
idea  of  his  miftrefs,  that — • 

He  wrote  to  his  father,  ending  with  this  line, 
I  am  my  lovely  Ccliaj  ever  thine. 

You  may  recollect  the  cafe  of  the  perfon 
who  fent  a  confidential  letter  upon  urgent 
bufmefs,  but  forgot  to  add  the  addrefs ;  the 
confequence  was,  it  was  opened  at  the  poft* 
office,  read  and  laughed  at  by  the  clerks 
c  2  there. 
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there, 'and  rtttjVnfed  to  the  writer  a  (^a'rhptett 
ihdnth  after.  Another  perfon  directed  to 
his  motheV  a  letter,  -ivhich,  to  her  great  fur- 
prize,  Begah  with  the  femiliar  addrefs  of 
friend  Tom  ;  nor  did  friend  Tom  lefs  won- 
der to  find  the  letter  fent  to  him,  begin 
with  honoured  inother. 

I  ihall  how  give  ^dti  fome  fpecimens  of 
two  different  ftiles  of  letter  writing,  the 
frehchified  arid  the  pompous,  ilkiftrated  by 
the  addrefs  of  two  lovers  to  two  ladies.  They 
will  I  hope  pi'oduce  a  fmile  at  the  expenfe 
'6f  the  -(yriters,  and  afford  fome  good  exer- 
clfes  for  yOiir  judgment,  which  1  think  vnW 
'enable  you  to  difcover  the  bad  tafte  in  which 
they  are  expreffed,  withoiit  my  enlarging 
upon  the  fubje^t. 


LET- 


LETTER  XIV. 


FROM  SIR  PEREGRINE  FOPLING  TO 
LADY  A . 


A  SPECIMEN  OF  FRENCHIFIEP  AFFECT>A.TiaN. 

Madam, 

My  \'alet  de  chambre  has  been  fortunate 
enough  to  difcover  your  fejour,  at  the  mo- 
ment Avhen  I  was  au  defefpoii^  to  know  where 
a  billet-doujc  would  find  you.  The  impreffion 
you  made  upon  my  heart  at  lady  O's  dC' 
jeune  was  confinned  by  our  tete-a-tete  at 
lord  R — 's  petit  fouper.  To  confefs  the  trutli, 
I  was  ftruck  with  your  tout  cnfemhle  at  the 
firft  coup  (fceil.  Your  drefs  was  completely 
impofingf  yet  allow  me  to  fay,  that  if  it 
wanted  any  thing,  it  was  a  little  more  of  tlie 
5  Parifian 
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Parifian  coujiume,  and  to  be  a  little  more 
a  la  greque.  Your  beaui'  yeu.v  were  irre- 
fiftible,  the  whole  contour  of  your  face  re- 
minded me  of  the  Venus  de  jMcdicis,  and 
if  you  have  any  fault,  it  is  your  fometimes 
difcovering  a  little  mawvaife  honte.  If  you 
do  me  the  honour  to  accept  my  matrimo- 
nial projet,  you  will,  I  afl'urc  you,  find  in 
me  a  bon  gar  con  pleln  d'cfprlt.  JVIy  cha- 
teau hfuperbe,  the  e?ivirons  arc  fpatious,  there 
you  n\di^  promenade  fan  facon,  and  enjoy  all 
Jiie  agrewens  of  a  delightful  pay  [age.  You 
may  be  aflured,  that  with  refj^ecl  to  a  fet- 
tlement,  I  fliail  give  you  a  carte  blanche  ;  I 
Ihall  be  abinie,  fhould  I  fail  to  iufpire  you 
with  fentiments  favourable  to  my  penchant 
for  you.  Do  not  conlider  this  billet  doiLv 
as  a  mere  bagatelle,  or  idle  jeu  d'efprit, 
but  arjfwer  me  by  affarances  of  the  fame 
iendrejfe.  I  Ihall  be  a  prey  to  eiinuij  till 
I  receive  your  centre  projet,  which  I 
^^\\  depofit  in   jny  portc  feuUk,  and  pre- 

fervp 
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ferve  as  an  invaluable  bijou.  Adieu  ma 
belle  ange,  difclaiming  all  verbiage,  as  in- 
confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  a  perfon  of 
ton,  I  am  with  tlie  higheft  confideration, 

Youi  cher  Ami, 

.    PEREGRINE  EOPLING. 


LET- 


LETTER  XV. 


FROM  MR.  POMPOSO  POLYSYLLABLE  TO 
mSS  SUSANNA  R . 


A  SPECIMEN  OF    POMPOUS  AFFECTATION. 

Madam, 

Permit  me  to  difpenfe  with  the  fcrupulo- 
fity  of  diffidence,  and  as  the  exuberant  paf- 
fioii  which  I  experience  for  your  incompara- 
ble fafcinations  germinates  from  the  radical 
principles  of  fmcerity,  allow  me  without  any 
additional  prefatory  expoftulation  to  enun- 
,tiate  that  you  have  long  been  the  objeft  of 
rny  fupernal  prediletlion.  As  my  intentions 
emanate  from  the  diaphanous  fountain  of 
the  moft  immaculate  honour,  they  cannot 
provoke  the  hoftility  of  that  delicacy,  which 
in  yoo  is  fapcrabundantly  admirable.     Con- 

defcend 


dcfcend  tlieii,  l^ladam,  to  perufe  with  b^ 
nignant  optics,  thefe  epiftolary  effufions, 
and  demoiiftrate  the  fufceptibility  of  your 
heart,  by  being  propitious  to  this  precatory 
addrefs. 

Impel  me  not,  I  fupplicate,  to  the  abyft 
of  defperation,  emancipate  me  from  the 
tortuolities  of  agonizing  dubitation,  nor 
drive  me  0  cogitation,  pre-eminently  ter- 
rific !  to  feek  on  the  ramification  of  a  tree, 
or  in  the  voraginous  profundity  of  a  ftream 
the  privation  of  my  vitality.  Rather,  O  be- 
nignant nymph,  elevate  my  longing  afpirations 
to  the  animating  profpecl  of  your  fympathetic 
compliance,  indulge  the  dulcet  reciprocity  of 
affection,  and  acknowledge  that  you  are 
not  impervious  to  the  fame  vulnerary  fen-^ 
fations  from  the  Ihafts  of  Cupid,  which 
perturb  my  no6burnal  flumbers,  and  aug- 
ment my  diurnal  folicitudes ;  and  that  you 
will,  without  procraftination,  confent  to  the 
celebration    of   our   hymeneal  ceremonies. 

Abitain- 
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Abftainihg  frdm  fuperfluous  vcrbofity,  which 
misht    exhibit    the    plienomenon   of    adu- 
latory  and  unmeaning  fupplieation.      I  re- 
main, --     1   ■ 
Madam, 

Your  obfequious  admirer, 

POMPOSO  POLYSYLLABLE. 


LET- 


LETTER  XVI. 


COLONEL  LORTON  TO  HIS  DAUGHTER. 


ON  THE  STUDY  OF  HISTORY. 

I  HAVE  often  wiihed  to  give  you  my  ob- 
fcrvations  upon  the  very  great  ufe  that  may 
be  derived  from  an  acquaintance  with  the 
hiftory  of  former  times,  but  1  thought  you 
too  young  to  underftand  and  relilh  the  fub- 
jcct;.  Now  you  are  grown  older,  I  wifh  to 
ftate  the  general  advantages  you  may  derive 
from  this  ftudy,  and  hope  my  remarks  will 
induce  you  to  renew  your  application  to  it. 

There  are  few  objects  to  which  our  cu- 
riofity,  one  of  the  molt  a61;ive  principles  of 
the  mind,  can  be  more  piealingly,  or  more 
rationally  dire6ted,  than  to  the  moft  ufeful 
branches  of  hiftory.     Ignorance  of  tlie  paft 

has 
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has  juftly  been  efteemed  a  very  culpable 
negle6l  of  improvement :  not  to  know  what 
happened  before  you  were  born  (faid  Ci- 
cero) is  to  be  always  a  child. 

An  acquaintance  with  hiftory  is  indifpen- 
fable  for  all  perfons  who  are  well  educated. 
It  is  conne6bed  with  every  branch  of  know- 
ledge, every  difcovery  in  fcience,  and  extraor- 
dinary exploit  and  occurrence.  It  is  a  kind 
of  univerfal  principle,  which  diffufes  itfelf 
through  all  parts  of  knowledge,  allprofcf- 
fions  and  liberal  purfuits  in  life. 

The  divine,  the  moraiift  and  the  orator, 
make  frequent  allufions  to  hiftorical  fub- 
jccts ;  and  although  the  province  of  the  poet 
is  fancy,  yet  his  fiftions  are  fo  much  built 
upon  fa8;8,  that  an  acquaintance  with  hif- 
tory  is  neceffary  to  throw  light  upon  his 
■writings.  It  i«  very  difficult  to  underftand 
Homer,  Virgil,  Taflb,  or  Milton,  without 
it;  and  it  is  for  this  reafon  fo  many  notes 
{rave  been  written  on  their  works. 

A  knowledge  of  hiftory  is  ufeful,  as  it  is 

con- 
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t^Wfidered  itt-a  moral,  ;political,  oiid  religk>ttj( 
ipoiiit  of  vievv.  In  a  jjwral  point  of  view  it  is 
beneficial  to  mankind  at  large,  as  tlie  guide  of 
tkeir  conduQ;.  In  a  political,  as  it  fuggefts 
ufeJful  expedients  to  thofe  who  exercilfe  eveai 
the  liigheft  jyublic  offices  of  the  ftate,  whe* 
thel'  fhey  are  kings,  minifters,  Gr  magiftrates.; 
Or  as  it  enables  us  to  fornn,  by  comparifon, 
'with  thofe  who  have  gone  before  them,  a 
jnft  eftiniate  of  their  merits.  In  a.  religious, 
€13  it  teaches  us  to  regard  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing, as  the  Governor  of  the  univerfe,  and 
the  Sovereign  difpofer  of  all  events. 

The  faculties  of  the  foul  are  improved  by 
exercife,  and  nothing  is  more  proper  to  en- 
large, quicken,  and  refine  them,  than  a 
furveyofthe  condu6b  of  mankind,  lliftory 
fupplies  us  with  a  detail  of  facts,  and  fub- 
mits  them  to  our  examination,  before  we  are 
^<*alled  into  a6tive  life.  By  obfervation  and 
reflection  upon  others,  we  begin  an  early  a<!- 
iqiiairitance  with  human  nature,  extend  our 
riews  of  the  moral  world,   and  'are  enabldd 

to 
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to  acquire  fuch  a  habit  of  difeernment,  and 
corrcftnefs  of  judgment,  as  others,  obtain 
only  by  experience.  We  thus  by  anticipa- 
tion ^re  convcrfant  with  the  bufy  fcenes  of 
the  world ;  by  revolving  the  lives  of  fages 
and  heroes,  we  exercife  our  virtues  in  a  re- 
view, and  prepare  them  for  approaching 
aftion.  We  learn  the  motives,  the  o})i- 
fiions,  and  the  paffions  of  thofc  who  have 
lived  before  us,  and  the  fruit  of  that  ftudy 
•is. a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  ourfclves, 
and  a  correction  of  our  failings  by  their  ex- 
amples. At  the  fame  time,  we  form  thofe 
general  principles  of  condu6l;,  which  muft 
necelTarJly  be  true  and  commendable,  be- 
caufe  they  are  founded  upon  right  reafori, 
and  are  fanftioned  by  the  uniform  authority 
and  practice  of  the  wife  and  good. 

Our  experience  is  imperfecl,  but  the  ex- 
amples of  ancient  times  are  complete,  actual 
obfervation  gives  only  a  partial  knowledge 
of  mankind;  great  events  and  important 
tranfactions  open  very  flowly  upon  us,  and 
•  the  Ihortnefs  of  human  life  enables  us  only 

to 
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to  fee  detached  parts  of  them.  We  are  not 
placed  at  a  proper  diftance  to  judge  rightly 
of  their  real  nature  and  magnitude.  For 
heated  by  our  paffions,  hurried  on  by  pre- 
cipitation, and  mifled  by  intereft  and  preju- 
dice, we  view  the  affairs  of  the  prefent  times 
through  an  obfcure  medium,  and  frequently 
form  very  wrong  opinions  of  them.  The  ex- 
amples of  hiftory,  on  the  contrary,  are  difdnS 
and  clear,  they  are  'prefented  to  us  at  full 
length,  and  we  can  contemplate  them  in 
their  origin,  progrefs,  and  end.  We  con- 
iider  them  at  our  leifure,  and  decide  upoa 
the  a6tions  of  thofe  who  are  removed  by 
time  to  a  great  diftance  from  us,  with  a  cool 
and  difpaffionate  judgment. 

Prejudices  in  favour  of  our  native  country 

are  very  juftifiable  and  wholefome ;  but  they 

iliould  never  degenerate  into  blind  partiality : 

from  thefe  an  acquaintance  with  hiftory  will 

^exempt  us,  and  will  enable  us  to  give  other 

i, countries  their  due  degree  of  praife. 

This  ftudy  likewife  tends  to   ftrengthen 
our  abhorrence  of  vicC;  and  creates  a  reli(h 

for 
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Frojti  the  fame  ta  the  fame. 


ON  HIfiTf>Ry^  BI9<JRAP^Y,  AND  LETTERS. 

I  FLATTER  myfclf  you  will  be  convinced 
upon  refleOion,  that  the  advantages  I  have 
ftated  as  neceffarily  refulting  from  the  ftudy 
of  hiftory^  are  far  from  being  imaginary  or 
exaggerated,  and  that  I  could  without  diffi- 
culty add  to  their  number.  I  am  certain 
you  will  always  refteft  with  pleafiire  upon 
the  hours  we  have  fpent  in  perufing  the  hif- 
tofy  of  the  Jews,  the  Greeks,  and  the  Ro- 
nians,  and  the  moll  diftinguiilied  nations  of 
modem  times  ;  and  that  your  recolle6Hon  of 
the  moft  remarkable  occurrences  will  be  the 
more  complete,  becaufe  we  alwa3's  con- 
nefted  them  with  proper  attention  to  geo- 
graphy 
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gfaphy,  and  chronology.  Thefe  aids  are  in- 
difpenfable  for  the  elucidation  of  fnch  fub- 
je&s,  and  therefore  they  are  with  great  pro- 
priety of  metaphor,  called  "  the  eyes  oi  hi^ 
tory." 

If  you  do  not  keep  up  your  acquaint- 
ance with  geogrctphy,  you  will  be  liable  to 
be  puzzled  by  every  board  ing-fchool  girl 
you  may  meet  with ;  and  every  newspaper 
you  take  up  will  reproach  you  with  igno- 
rance, particularly  as  our  commerce,  and 
our  military  expeditions  are  extended  to  al- 
moft  every  part  of  the  globe* 

You  complain  that  you  are  not  fo  weli 
verfed  in  the  hiftory  of  England  as  you  wifli. 
—You  may  fupply  that  defe6b  by  reading 
"  the  Miftory  of  England  to  the  peace  of 
Amiens  18G2,  with  a  view  to  the  ftate  of 
fociety  and  manners  in  each  age,  by  Char- 
lotte Smith-;"  and  Ihould  you  willi  to  go 
deeper  into  the  iiibjeO;,  I  recommend  to 
your  more  ftudious  peruftil  the  lattei*  part  of 
Henry's-  Hiftory  of  England;  and  Saiollct's 
D  2  Con- 
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I  FLATTER  myfclf  you  will  be  convinced 
ilpon  refleOion,  that  the  advantages  I  have 
ftated  as  neceilfarily  refulting  from  the  ftudy 
of  hiftory^  are  far  from  being  imaginary  or 
exaggerated,  and  that  I  could  without  diffi- 
culty add  to  their  number.  I  am  certain 
you  will  always  refte6i:  with  pleafure  upon 
the  hours  we  have  fpent  in  perufmg  the  hif- 
tofy  of  the  Jews,  the  Greeks,  and  the  Ro- 
mans, and  the  moft  diftinguiflied  nations  of 
modem  times  ;  and  that  your  recollection  of 
the  moft  remarkable  occurrences  will  be  the 
more  complete,  becaufe  we  always  con- 
nefted  them  with  proper  attention  to  geo- 
graphy 
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graphy,  and  chronology.  Thefe  aids  are  in- 
difpenfable  for  the  elucidation  of  fnch  fub- 
je&Sj  and  therefore  they  are  with  great  pro- 
priety of  metaphor,  called  "  the  eyes  of  hi^ 
tory." 

If  you  do  not  keep  up  your  acquaiiit- 
ance  with  geogrctphi/y  you  will  be  liable  to 
he  puzzled  by  every  boarding-fchool  girl 
you  may  meet  with ;  and  every  newspaper 
you  take  up  will  reproach  you  with  igno- 
rance, particularly  as  our  commerce,  and 
our  military  expeditions  are  extended  to  al- 
moft  every  part  of  the  globe. 

You  complain  that  you  ar«  not  fo  weli 
verfed  in  the  hiftory  of  Engliand  as  you  wifli. 
— 'You  may  fupply  that  defe6b  by  reading 
"  the  Hiftory  of  England  to  the  peace  of 
Amiens  18G2,  with  a  view  to  the  ftate  of 
fociety  and  manners  in  each  age,  by  Char- 
lotte Smith-;"  and  lliould  you  wiili  to  gp 
deeper  into  the  ibbje6i;,  I  recommend  to 
your  more  ftudious  peruful  the  lattei'  part  of 
Henry's  Hiftory  of  England;  and  Saiollet's 
D  2  Con- 


36  ON  HISTORY,    BIOGRAPHY, 

Continuation  of  Hume.  You  had  better 
begin  with  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  which  I 
fix  upon,  becaufe  it  is  a  proper  era  from 
whence  to  date  the  laws  and  inftitutions  both 
civil  and  religious,  which  have  the  greateft 
influence  upon  the  prefent  ftate  of  fociety 
in  England.  The  times  preceding;  were 
comparatively  barbarous  and  uncivilized, 
and  rather  to  be  furveyed  as  fubjefts  of  cu- 
riofity,  than  of  any  importance  to  us. 
.  .  By  beginning  at  the  above-mentioned  pe- 
ridd,  and  continuing  your  hiftorical  courfe 
to  the  prefent  times,  you  will  fee  how  the 
CONSTITUTION  both  in  church  and  ftate,  of 
which  we  fo  juftly  boaft,  was  gradually  im- 
proved ;  under  what  particular  circumftances 
the  laws,  which  guard  our  civil  and  religi- 
ous liberties  were  pafled, — what  eminent  men 
have  flourilhed, — and  you  may  trace  the  pro- 
grefs  of  ArtSy  Sciences,  and  Manners.  Thus 
you  will  gain  a  complete  view  of  the  ftepi 
by  which  Great  Britain  has  reached  her 
prefent  exalted  rank  among  natioi)d,    and 

you 
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you  will  fee  that  (he  has  gained  it,  by  the 
good  fenfe  and  enterprizing  fpirit  of  her 
people,  the  power  of  her  navy,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  her  commerce. 

In  ftiort,  my  dear  girl,  you  will  obferve 
enough  in  our  hiftory,  combined  with  your 
own  obfervations  upon  the  actual  (late  of 
fociety,  to  make  you  thankful  to  Provi- 
dence, that  you  were  bom  in  jitch  a  coun- 
try, and  fuch  an  age ;  for  you  muft  be  con- 
vinced you  can  enjoy  all  the  advantages  that 
civilized  fociety  can  give ;  the  light  of  ufeful 
knowledge  Ihines  full  upon  you,  and  your 
fex  emancipated  from  the  rigours,  and  re- 
lieved from  the  ignorance  of  former  times, 
are  allowed  eveiy  rational  privilege  tliey  can 
defire,  and  the  modes  and  habits  of  life  are 
favourable  to  their  purfuit  of  every  objeQ: 
that  is  conducive  to  their  real  happinefs. 

There  is  one  branch  of  hiftory  to  which 
I  wiih  particularly  to  dire6i;  your  attention, 
and  that  is  Biography.  To  your  fex  it  may 
be  no  trifling  recommendation  of  it  to  rf> 

mark. 
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wark,  that  it  admits  much  of  the  fpirit  and 
lively  defcription  of  the  beft  novels,  v\  ithout 
their  improbabilities. 

In  general  hiftory,  we  find  out-lines  and 
iHetches  of  great  and  illuftrious  characters, 
in  biography  there  are  more  complete  and 
highly  finiflied  portraits,  and  the  proviiice 
of  the  biographer  does  not  merely  extend 
to  thofe  who  have  a6ted  upon  tlie  public 
theatre  of  the  world  as  fovereigns,  Itatel- 
men,  and  Avarriors,  but  to  all  who  have 
Improved  the  condition  of  human  life  by 
their  ufeful  difcoveries,  adorned  it  by  works 
of  genius,  or  in  any  refpocV,  have  benefited 
mankind.  To  examine  the  chara6lers  and 
ConduQ;  of  fuch  perfons,  who  have  not  been 
enflamed  by  ambition,  or  courted  enipty  po^ 
pularity,  but  have  given  dignity  to  the  walks  of 
private  life  by  the  difcharge  of  the  focial  duties, 
and  the  general  exercife  of  virtue,  will  be  a 
high  gmtifieatiou  to  your  mind,  and  Avill  in- 
creafe  your  love  and  admiration  of  fuch  ex-r 
cellence,  as  comes  within  the  reach  of  your 
imitation, 

In 


AND    LETTERS.  3^' 

In  order  that  you  may  have  a  proper  «c- 
fjuaintance  with  the  hiftory  of  thofe  eminent 
men,  whofe  names  are  defervedly  enrolled 
in  the  records  of  fame,  I  recommend  to  yow 
the  following  works. 

yl.  Scripture  Biography,  containing  the 
Lives  and  AQ;ions  of  all  the  principal  Chft* 
ra5lers  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftaments,  by 
Dr.  Watkins,   12mo. 

2.  A  Seleftion  of  the  Lives  of  Plutarci^ 
by  Dr.  Mavor,    12mo. 

3.  The  Britilh  Nepos,  by  Dr.  JMaTpr, 
containing  felecl  Lives  of  our  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  Countrymen,  with  Remarks,  12mo. 

^4.  Johnfon's  Lives  of  the  Poets,  4  vols, 
8vo. 

And  although  your  fex,  from  the  nature 
of  their  duties  and  occupations  in  life, 
cannot,  and  ought  not,  to  be  fo  confpicuous 
as  men ;  yet  happily  the  hiftory  of  many  q£ 
the  moft  worthy  females  has  been  recorded, 
no  lefs  for  the  example  than  the  admiration 
of  fucceeding  times. 

You 
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You  will  be  much  pleafed  by  reading  the 
lives  of  Lady  Jane  Gray^  Lady  Elizabeth 
HaJilngSy  Margaret  Roper,  daughter  of  Sir 
Thovias  More,  Lady  Rachel  RuJJel,  Anne, 
Queen  of  Great  Britain,  Anne  of  Aujiria, 
Mrs.  Montagu,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rome,  and 
Mrs.  Chapone. 

You  will  find  thefe  lives  very  pleafingly 
detailed  in  *^  Female  Biography,  or  Memoirs 
of  remarkable  and  illuftrious  Women  of  all 
Ages  and  Countries,  in  6  vols.  1 2mo, 

The  Letters  of  Perfons  of  Diftin6tion 
have  likevvife  ftrong  claims  to  your  atten- 
tion. They  will  introduce  you  to  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  learned,  the  polite,  the 
accomplilhed,  and  the  good  of  various  ages : 
They  will  inform  you  of  the  unreferved  opi- 
nions they  communicated  to  their  bofom 
friends ;  you  will  fee  in  what  a  pleafmsj 
manner,  genius,  wit,  and  humour,  indulged 
their  natural  fallies,  and  adorned  the  com- 
mon occurrences  of  life  in  the  drefs  of  ele- 
gant defcription.     In  the  beft  letters  tafte, 

fancy, 
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fancy,  and  fenfibility,  ihine  in  their  native 
Beauty ;  gaiety  and  ferioufnefs  are  difplayed 
without  difguife,  and  even  negligence  is  not 
-deftitute  of  grace. 

In  the  colle6tion  called  Elegant  Epiftles 
you  will  find  many  that  will  anfwer  thefe 
defcriptions;  but  I  willi  you  to  perufe  at 
large  the  Epiftles  of  Plinyj  tranflated  by 
Melmoth,  as  they  exprefs  the  fentiments  of 
a  very  benevolent  and  elegant  mind.  The 
Letters  of  Lady  Ruffel  are  replete  with  un- 
afFeQ;ed  piety,  and  thofe  of  Dr.  Johnfotiy 
Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Cowper,  Fitzqfborne,  Mrs. 
Rorwe,  and  Mrs.  Chapone,  equally  deferve 
an  attentive  perufal. 

I  wilh  by  no  means  to  limit  your  library 
to  the  books  before  mentioned ;  but  ex  peel, 
when  you  return  home,  you  will  bring  a 
collection  not  only  of  hiftorical  works,  but 
fuch  as  relate  to  inftruclive  fubjefts  in  gene- 
ral :  yet  be  very  careful  in  your  choice ; — - 
while  you  traverfe  the  fields  of  literature, 
pluck  none  but  its  moft  beautiful  flowers. 

As 
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As  we  are  not  ambitious  to  obtain  praife 
fw  the  extent,  but  for  the  excellence  of  our 
feleCtioD,  let  us  leave  fuch  as  are  inferior 
in  fragrance  and  colour  to  thofe  who  make 
a  collection  more  for  the  fake  of  oftentation, 
than  any  regard  to  ufe,  or  real  ornament. 


LET- 


LETTER  XVIII. 


From  the  fame  to  the  fame. 


ON    TASTE. 

I  A  SI  confident,  my  dear  Emily,  you  will 
agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  thofe  perfons 
make  a  great  miftake  who  confound  the  dif- 
tinclion  which  prevails  between  fqftimi  and 
tajie.  Is  not  Falhion  the  offspring  of  capri- 
cious fancy,  changing  its  colours  like  the 
chameleon,  and  almoft  as  mutable  as  the 
wind  and  the  weather  ?  And  i3  not  Talte  a 
principle  fixed  and  permanent,  which  ena- 
bles us  to  relifti  the  beauties  we  obferye  in 
the  works  of  nature  and  art?  Tafte  fliould 
correct  and  reftrain  falhion,  or  it  will  dege- 
nerate into  abfurdity.  T1>J8  was  the  cafe 
6  with 
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•with  regard  to  drefs  when  the  long-waiftcd 
ladies  were  mounted  on  high  heeled  ihoes, 
and  encumbered  themfelves  with  enormous 
hoops;  and  when  the  heads  of  all  gentle- 
men, whether  young  or  old  were  enveloped 
in  buihy  wigs.  You  cannot  fuppofe  that 
Tafte  contiibuted  to  fuch  grotefque  appear- 
ances, and  made  fuch  prepofterous  efforts  to 
difguife,  rather  tlian  to  adoni  the  human 
figure:  no,  that  pure  principle  can  never 
give  its  fanclion  to  any  deviation  from  nature, 
iimplicity,  and  true  elegance.  What  is  the 
reaibn  we  admh^e  the  drefles  of  the  antient 
Greeks  and  Romans  ?  It  is  becaufe  their 
flowing  garments  clothed  the  body  without 
impeding  its  motions,  and  admitted  tlie  full 
difplay  of  grace  and  cafe.  How  well  ada[)ted 
to  activity  is  the  light  gamient  thrown  over 
the  ihoulders  of  the  Apollo  Belvidcre ;  how 
flowing  and  graceful  is  the  drapery  of  the 
female  figures  reprefented  in  the  frefco  paint- 
ings difcovered  at  Ilerculaneum  and  Ponx- 
pcii ;  and  of  thofe  whicli  the  ingcaiious  Tlax* 
man  has  copied  fircm  the  pureft  defigns  of 

the 
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the  Greek  artifts  with  congenial  tafte  to 
illuftrate  the  works  of  Homer  and  Efchylus! 

Taft€,  Iwuever,  is  not  confined  to  drefs, 
equipage,  or  furniture :  it  takes  a  much  more 
extenfive  range,  and  prefides  in  more  extcn- 
five  provinces,  by  reigning  fupreme  over 
Poeti7,  Painting,  and  Mufic. 

True  tafte  coincides  with  the  love  of  tlie 
beauties  of  nature,  and  this  love  is  univerfal. 
For  example,  who  is  not  pleafed  with  flowers? 
How  delighted  are  children  with  rambling 
into  gardens  and  fields  to  gather  them !  Time 
confirms  this  fondnefs,  and  every  perfon 
makes  fome  attempt  to  raife  them,  from  the 
poor  mechanic,  the  tenant  of  a  gdrret,  who  dis- 
plays them  from  his  cafement,  to  the  duchels, 
who  can  exhibit  an  elegant  and  extenfive  con* 
fervatory,  fraught  with  the  plants  of  every 
clime. 

Young  cliildren  gather  poppies  as  often 
as  any  other  field  flowers,  but  time  aswi  ex- 
perience correCb,  or  rather  form,  their  tafte, 
and  they  learn  to  give  the  preference  to  thofe 
that  are  pleaijng  for  firagrance,  as  well  as 

fively 
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lively  colours :  they  throw  away  the  dande- 
lion to  pluck  the  rofe.  Thus  they  are  guided 
by  the  principle  oi /election,  and  this  princi- 
ple ought  to  be  applied  to  all  the  elegant 
arts.  Poetry  and  Painting,  abftra€ledly  con- 
fideredj  are  delightful  efFe6bs  of  human  in- 
vention, but  neither  all  poems  nor  all  pic- 
tures are  equally  calculated  to  give  pleafure. 
You  are  not  to  conclude  becaufe  a  certain 
number  of  verfes  are  printed  in  a  beautiful 
type,  upon  wire-wove  and  hot-preffed  paper, 
iind  are  adorned  witli  elegant  vignettes,  and 
called  Poetry,  they  deferve  the  name,  on  that 
account  only :  hj  no  meeins;  for  true  poetry 
is  the  offspring  of  a  fervid  imagination, 
clothed  in  fuitable  language  :  it  muft  coniift 
of  "  thoughts  that  breathe,  and  words  that 
bum,"  to  make  a-  pleafing,  powerful,  and 
permanent  impreffion  upon  the  mind,  and 
be  worthy  of  its-  high  name,  and  noble 
character. 

In  the  carlieft  poet  of  Greece  you  will 
find  the  moft  numerous  examples  to  anfwer 
this  defcription  r  and  perhaps^  in  the  whole 
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range  of  poetry,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
a  delineation  of  the  appearance  of  nature, 
more  magnificent  and  ftriking,  than  tiiat 
which  Homer  has  given  in  the  eighth  Book 
of  the  liiad ; — I  allude  to  the  following  mofJ 
cxquilite  landfcape  of  a  moonlight  night. 

As  when  the  IMooii,  refulgent  lamp  of  night. 
O'er  Heaven's  clear  azure  fprcads  her  facred  light. 
When  not  a  breath  dillurbs  the  deep  ferene, 
And  not  a  cloud  o'crcafts  the  folemn  fcene; 
Around  her  throne  the  vivid  planets  roll, 
And  ftars  unnumbcr'd  gild  the  glowing  pole. 
O'er  the  dark  trees  a  yellower  verdure  fhcd, 
And  tip  with  filver  every  mountain's  head. 
Then  fliine  the  vales,  the  rocks  in  profpedt  rife, 
A  flood  of  glory  burfts  through  all  Jhe  Ikies; 
The  confcious  fwains,  rejoicing  in  the  fight. 
Eye  the  blue  vault,  and  blefs  the  ufeful  light. 

Let  it  not  efcape  your  attention,  dear 
Emily,  that  a  true  poet  is  not  content  with 
prefenting  his  readers  with  the  mere  defcrip- 
tion  of  (hady  groves,  rapid  torrents,  flowery 
vales,  and  lofty  mountains,  but,  like  a  great 
painter,  introduces  life  and  aftion  into  his 

fcenery : 


48  ON    TASTE. 

fcenery :  and  you  will  likewife  obferve,  that 
the  "  confcious  fwains"  of  Pope,  or  rather 
\he  Jlicpherd  of  Homer,  would  not  have  ad- 
mired thefe  beautiful  appearances,  had  he 
not  been  a  man  of  tafte ;  for  very  bountiful 
has  nature  been  in  imparting  this  faculty  to 
every  perfon  polTeffed  of  fenfibility  and  judg- 
ment, from  the  prince  to  the  peafant. 

Tliat  Akenfide,  in  his  elegant  poem  on  the 
Pleafures  of  the  Imagination,  caught  the  idea 
from  Homer,  I  do  not  venture  to  affert ;  but 
he  has  given  a  defcription  of  the  fame  kind, 
and  has  beautifully  enlarged  upon  the  effe6l; 
produced  by  a  fine  evening  upon  a  ruftic  and 
uneducated  fpeftator. 


•  Afk  the  fwain 


Who  journeys  homeward  from  a  fummer  day's 
Long  labour,  why  forgetful  of  his  toils. 
And  dull  repofe,  he  loiters  to  behold 
The  fiinfliine  gleaming  as  through  amber  clouds, 
O'er  all  the  weftern  Iky  ;  full  foon,  I  ween, 
His  rude  cxpreflion  and  untutor'd  airs 
Beyond  the  power  of  language,  will  unfold 
The  form  of  beauty  fmiling  at  his  lioavt, 

IJQW  lovely  !  how  commanding ! 

Far 
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Far  more  pleafmg  than  the  mere  defcrip- 
tive  is  the  poetry  that  touches  the  heart,  and 
this  kind  of  poetiy  is  called  pathetic.  I 
cannot  give  you  a  more  deliglitful  fpecimen 
than  the  parting  of  Hcftor  and  Andromache, 
dcfcribed  in  the  fixth  Book  of  the  Iliad.  And 
the  terror  of  the  child,  the  young  Aftyanax, 
at  the  fight  of  his  father's  helmet,  is  a  ftroke 
of  nature,  that  can  never  be  too  much,  or 
even  fufficiently  admired. 

Thus  having  fpoke,  th*  illuftrious  chief  of  Troy 
Stretch'd  his  fond  arins  to  clafp  the  lovely  boy; 
The  babe  clung  crying  ta  his  nurfe's  brcafty 
ScuiM  at  the  dazaling  helm,  and  nodding  crcft; 
With  fccrot  pleafure  caclj  fond  parent  fmil'd, 
And  Hedor  hafted  to  rcfieve  his  child  ; 
The  glitteringterror  ffbrti  his  brows  unbound, 
And  plac'd  the  beanlinghelmct  on  the  grpund. 

Among  Ihort  poems  we  fometimes  meet 
%vith  fuch  as  we  admire  for  the  fentimcnt 
they  convey.  The  following  itiftatii[^6  will 
not,  I  hope,  pleafe  you  lefs,  as  you  can  only 
read  it  in  a  tranltation,  for  the  attempt  which 

VOL.  II.  £  T  have 


I^jhave    made   to  e?iprefs   its  elegance  in 
;  AN  ADDRESS  TO  TIME'.  ^''"  ' 

fcn/v    .h  '-.o  :i('4;i  ill -1  :...,,.  i.._, 

^X;-ni;QJi]^tME,  ithy  rajjiH  pn^ldns  clofe)*'^  lOT.';' 
©itO'lit  iJ>elay  thy  cruel  pace,      (tjl  io  Jdsiii  m 
^^      ,PJjack  not  thefweetly  blufliing  rqfe      , 
From  V'iolante's  face.  .    ., 

II. 

Dim  not  the  luftreofiher  eyes,  . 
;  ,^"  Forbealr  upon  her  head,    ...;.; 

Where  auburn  treffes  graceful  rife, 
:      The  fnow  of  age  to  fpread. 

III. 

But  if  by  Nature's  ftem  decree, 
,    Thy  courfe  no  change  can  find ; 
For  charms  of  which  thou  rob'ft  her  form. 
Give  others  to  her  mind. 

s.r  ^^- 

Hi ::  ^^^^  Courage  that  defies  ail  fear, 
•i        ,  Religion's  facred  fto re, 
V. "  Good  Humour's  fmile,  foft  Pity's  tear, 
**"'         Content  that  afk's  no  more. 

,  .     .     '     T 

^  '  V.  And 
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^r  Sins'"  rl  /iZ'Sui-yl't  'V.' 

And  O  may  Friendfliip's  tender  flame 
.    With  age  ftill  brighter  fhine  ; 
That  richer  gem  than  wealth  or  fame, 
Sweet  maid,  be  your's  and  mine. 

For  ealy  and  elegant  compliment,-  and  juft 
alluiion,  you  may  take  the  following  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  river,  addrefled  to  a  young  lady, 
by  Conper. 

■  ''■   Sweet  ftreatn  that  winds  through  yonder  glad«, 

Apt  emblem  of  a,  \'irtut.us  maid  j 

Silent  and  chafte  (he  fteals  along, 

Far  from  the  world's  gay  bufy  throng; 
•'    \Vith  gentle,  yet  prevailing  force, 

Intent  upon  her  deftin'd  courfe; 

Graceful  and  ufeful  all  ftie  does, 

Blcfling  arid  bleft,  where'er  (he  goes ; 

Pure-bofoni'd  as  the  wat'ry  glafs, 

And  lieav'n  reflected  in  her  face. 


No  true  critic  can  withhold  his  warm  and 

unqualified  approbation  from  fuch  verfes  as 

I  -have  quoted.     By  a  true  critic  I  mean 

one  who  is  guided  by  tafte ;  who,  difplays  tiie 

E  2  beauties 
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beauties  of  authors  with  pleafure,  becaufe  he 
feels  them  m  ith  rapture,  and  will  rather  pal- 
liate faults  for  the  fake  of  the  beauties  to 
which  they  are  alliecj,  than  expofe  them  with 
feverity.  Sueh  critics  mxtc  Horace  and  Lon- 
ginus  among  the  antients,  and  Addifon,  Dr. 
Jofeph  Walton,  and  Sir  Joihua  Reynolds, 
among  our  own  authors,  Critics  infected: 
with  fpleen,  or  inftigated  by  malevolence,  aie 
the  tigers  and  wolves  of  literature,  who  fub- 
iiil  either  by  preying  on  other  animals,  or  by 
tearing  each  other.  The  true  critic  endea- 
vours to  difplay  every  latent  beauty  of  his 
author,  like  the  connoilTeur  who  hangs  every 
pifture  in  the  moft  advantageous  light. 

Such  was  Quintilian,  one  of  the  beft  Latin 
writers  after  the  Auguftan  age.  A  more 
happy  inftance  of  tafte,  applied  to  the  illuf- 
tration  of  an  author,  is  fcarcely  to  be  found, 
vthan  the  following  remark  taken  from  his 
works. 

He  obferves,  "  that  when  an  orator  willies 
to  raife  a  high  idea  of  the  excellence  of 
the  perfon  in  whofe  favour  he  is  fpeaking, 

it 
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it  may  fometimes  be  done  better  by  implica* 
tion,  than  in  direO:  terms.  Homer,  in  the 
Iliad,  has  given  an  example  of  this  kind. 
"Wliat  ideas  are  we  to  entertain  of  the  cliarms 
of  Helen,  the  moft  celebrated  beauty  of  all 
antiquity  r  Our  opinion  of  it  is  not  to  be 
foimed  from  the  expreffionsof  her  lover,  Parisj 
nor  any  youthful  admirer,  but  from  the  hoary 
counfellors,  the  venerable  aflbciates  of  Priam, 
\\  ho  all  exprefs  their  admiration  of  her  match- 
lefs  attractions.  Even  the  aged  monarch  him- 
felf,  tired  as  he  was  with  the  lonjj  fiege  of  his 
capital,  and  deprived  of  many  children  by  the 
war,  is  not  filent  in  her  praife ;  for  as  foon 
as  flie  appears  upon  the  battlements,  where 
he  and  his  counfellors  are  fitting,  he  wel- 
comes her  with  affe^ion  and  tendemcis,  calls 
her  his  daughter,  places  her  by  his  fide,  and 
even  makes  an  apology  for  her  conduct;." 

This  remark  of  Quintilian  is  fo  excellent, 

that  I  am  at  a  lofs  which  to  admire  the  moft, 

tlie  acutenefs  of  the  critic,  who  difplays  to 

fuch  advantage  the  beauty  of  the  poet,  or 

y^  the 


54  ON    TASTE. 

the  beauty  of  the  poet,  which  gave  rife  to 
the  acutenels  of  the  critic.  * 

To  perfons  of  tafte  the  objects  of  nature, 
which  the'  dull  and  infenfible  pafs  by  with 
indifference,  are  fources  of  very  great  plea- 
fure.  They  furvey  viith  delight  the  limpid 
current  of  the  winding  Itream,  the  field 
clothed  with  the  gay  attire  of  fummer,  and 
the  vaft  expanfe  of  the  ocean ;  "  each  rural 
fight,  each  rural  found,''  lofes  not  by  fami- 
liarity its  effe6i;  upon  their  imagination. 

Happy  are  you  who  can  extend  the  fphere 
of  thefe  pleafures  by  the  means  that  educa* 
tion  and  refinement  afford ;  for  you  can  en- 
joy the  fweets  of  Poetry,  the  graces  of  Paint- 
ing, and  the  fcientific  improvements  of  Mufic. 
Wherever  you  go,  whether  to  an  exhibition 
of  pi6lureSj  ia  concert,  or  a  fplendid  houfe, 
new  fcenes  of  elegance  are  opened  to  your' 
view,  charm  your  ear,  and^amufe  your  fancy. 
As  thefe  pleafures  of  tafte  arife  fo  much 
from  the  beauties  of  Nature,  and  the  refine- 
ments of  Art,  they  are  pure  and  innocent, 

and 
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and  are  therefore  conne6ied  with  Virtue. 
May  they  confirm  your  attachment  to  its 
principles,  increafe-  ^oilr  ardor  in  its  pur- 
fuit,  and  heighten  your  gratification  in  its 
practice! 


I  cii'nUiiii 


.^Idiiia 
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LETTER  XIX. 


From  the  fame  to  the  fame* 


ON    SELF-COMMAND. 


Your  defcription  of  Mrs.  Willbn's  violent 
temper  gives  me  much  concern,  particularly 
on  your  own  account,  as  her  conduct,  when 
under  its  influence,  muft  render  her  very  una- 
miable,  an4  of  courfe  mult  greatly  diminiili 
your  regard  for  her.  The  harlli  language 
ihe  ufes  to  her  fervauts  is  by  no  means  more 
cxcufeable  than  her  impetuofjty  in  the  pre- 
ience  of  her  equals.  Ee  allured,  my  Emily, 
the  fretful  and  irafcible  cannot  be  happy :  if 
ihe  has  any  real  fenlibility,  tne  emotions  flio 
feels  muft  be  as  painful  as  thole  Ihe  caufes 
in  the  breafts  of  others ;  and  when  the  calm 

of 


ON    SE}.F«COiI>IAND.  h7 

of  retirement  Succeeds  to  the  biiftle  of  com- 
pany, her  folitary  moments  muft  be  embit- 
tered by  very  mortifying  reflexions;  for  it 
has  been  well  remarked,  "  that  anger  begins 
•^yith  folly,  and  ends  with  repentance." 

J  remember  hearing  of  an  experiment  that 
was  tried  upon  a  girl,  who  ufed  to  throw 
herfelf  into  a  violent  rage  upon  the  moft  tri- 
vial occafions.  A  friend  happened  to  call 
when  Mifs  wdis  Jiiriqfa,  and  he  inftantly  led 
her  to  the  looking-glafe :  *'  Only  look,"  faid 
he,  "  at  yourfelf — when  calm  and  compofcd 
you  are  a  very  pretty  girl ;  but  now  you  are 
in  a  paflion,  had  ever  hag  fuch  diftorted  fea- 
tures, was  ever  Medufa  fo  ugly  and  fright- 
ful !"  The  mirror  convinced  her  of  the  truth 
of  the  remark ;  Ihe  felt  the  juftnefs  of  the 
appeal,  and  from  that  time  abated  her  ftorm- 
ing  humour,  for  fear  her  anger  fliould  fpoil 
her  beauty.  I  Ihould  like  to  repeat  this  ex- 
periment in  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Wilfon,  and 
poffibly  the  compliment  to  her  perfon  might 
reconcile  her  to  the  reproof 

Or 
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Of  if  you  think  -that  "by  relating  to' ]Mrs/ 
Wi!(bh  the  following 'incident,  which  tHice 
took  place  in  oui-  famil}'-,  you  may  chance  t6 
modemte  hei'  anger,  when  Ihc  is  difpoled  to* 
direcl  it  againft^  her  fervants'  without  juft 
ciufe]''ybu  are  at"  liberty  to  quote  my  autho- 
rity'for  its  iru'th;''-  '\  ;^^" 
*'  Your  defamnother  had  a  c6my  arid  beau-" 
dfid  fet  of   china,  w  hich  Ihe  valued   very 
highly  ;—^they   were    perhaps    the   envy  of 
forne,   and  certainly  the  admiratioh'of  all 
her  friends,  ahd  wdrfe  tiever  Ufed  'in  the  fa;iJ 
mily  exieept  upon  fuch  feftive  occafions  as  'ai. 
birth-day  6r  a  chriftcning'.     Orie  fatal  eveni 

■     ' '         '        '  i 

ing,  as  a  fervatit  was  carrying  them  from 
the  tea-rooin,  her  foot  flipped,  the  be'autiful 
equi[)age  fell  from  her  hands,  ahd  the  ftbn^" 
pavement  of  the  hall  was  tbvered  with  the.' 
glittering  ffagmeiits-^-fbr  not  a'fnigle  cup  or 
faiicer  efcaped  unbrokeri.  This  unfortunate 
fcrvant  had  lived  with  us  many  j^ears,  and 
we  efteemed  her,  among  her  other  good  qua- 
lities, for  her  great  carefulnefs. — Your  mo- 
ther, inftantly  anticipating  what  her  feelings 

of 
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of  concern  muft  be,  uttered  indeed  fome 
expreflions  of  furprife  at  the  accident,  but 
not  a  Jingle  word  of  anger  efcaped  her  lips ; 
Ihe  bore  her  lofs  like  a  philofopher,  and  yoii 
mult  be  as  great  an  admirer  of  old  china  as 
Ihe  was  to  be  a  judge  of  the  facrifice  llie 
made  of  her  own  feelings  to  thofe  of  her 
domeftic.  As  I  wilh  you  al\^  ays  to  difcriy 
minate  between  accident  and  defign  in  the 
condu61;  6f  fervants  as  well  as  others,  I  hope 
yo"u  will  never  forget  this  diftinguiflied  m- 
ftance  of  felf-command. 

The  example  of  Mrs.  Wilfon's  violent 
temper  is  alone  fufficient  to  convince  you 
of  the  great  importance  of  tliat  felf-commajid 
which  morality  enjoins,  Chriftianity  fanftions 
with  all  its  authority,  and  which  is  indifpei]^ 
fably  neccuary  for  the  happinefs  of  life. 

The  province  pf  felf-command  compre^ 
hends  manners^  as  well  as  morals ;  for  if  we^ 
do  not  lay  a  proper  reftraint  upon  our  own 
will,  but  give  the  reins  to  our  darling  pro^ 
penfities,  how  can  we  pay  to  otl;iers  the  ^X-^ 

tention 
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tentiou  which  civility  and  politrncfs  inforia 
us  is  their  due  ? 

Self-commaud  excrcifcs  its  noblelt  office, 
when  it  enables  us  to  maintain  tiie  dignity  of 
oiif  na,turc  as  intelligent  beings,  by  eftablilli- 
ing  the  empire  of  Reafon  over  the  paflions. 
It  renders  a  pcrfon  the  maftcr  of  himfelf 
under  all  the  various  cirpumitances  of  iife-*r 
in  profperity  cheerful  without  infolence,  and 
in  adverfity  reiigned  and  calm  without  dc- 
je6lion.  It  gives  an  effe6lual  check  to  all 
the  vitious  propenfities  of  envy,  malice,  and 
anger ;  and  in  the  ]Qime  proportions  as  it 
reftniins  them,  it  encourages  the  growth  of 
the  virtues,  prevents  them  from  running  into 
extremes,  and  fixes  their  due  bounds. 

If  you  confider  this  felf-command  as  the 
proper  regulator  of  all  the  movements  of 
your  thoughts,  words,  and  aciiom,  you  will 
be  able  to  eftimate  its  value,  and  alcertain 
its  effects  upon  the  happinefs  of  your  life. 

As  a  genial  foil  produces  weeds  as  well  as 
beautiful  flowers  and  nutritious  fruits,  fo  is 
the  mind  fertile  in  all  kinds  of  thoughts. 

The 
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The  objeft  of  felf-commattd  is  to  turn  this 
fertility  to  tlie  bcft  advantage,  and  to  check 
tile  growth  of  all  llicli  ideas  as  are  vitious, 
frivolous,  and  fretful ;  and  to  encourage  thofe 
that  are  innocent,  inftruCcive,  and  cheerful. 
And  you  cannot,  my  Emily,  exercife  this  re- 
ftraint  over  yourfelf  for  more  fatisfactory 
purpofes,  than  by  pafHng  over  little  aSVonts 
A'vitliout  notice,  by  reprefling  the  njoititica- 
tion  you  may  feel  for  the  imaginary  or  real 
fliglits  paired  upon  you  by  others ;  or  flian 
by  ciiecking,  if  you  cannot  exclude,  yoar 
vexation  for  petty  difappointments.  I  ihall 
have  no  great  opinion  of  the  firnanefs  of  yotir 
mind,  if  you  difcovcr  much  concern  becaufe 
a  lady  of  quality,  to  -whom  you  have  been 
introduced,  happens  not  to  notice  you  the 
next  time  you  meet ;  or  becaufe  your  drefs* 
maker  has  delayed  to  bring  home  the  go^\  n, 
in  vhich  you  intended  to  appear  at  a  ball. 

Tlie  importance  of  felf-command  Mith  re 

fpe6l  to  con  verfation  may  perhaps  be  eftimated 

by  remarking  the  fatal  effects  that  may  attend 

its  abfence.    Two  gentlemen  of  my  acquaint- 

5  ance, 
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ance,  who  had  been  friends  for  years,  were 
hurried  by  the  heat  of  argument  into  contra-r 
dIcHon :  the  one  uttered  an  unguarded  and 
irritating  expreffion,  which  the  other  inftantly 
refented  :  a  duel  took  place.;  one  fell  a  victim 
to  this  gothic  and  murderous  cuftom,  fociety 
was  deprived  of  a  valuable  member,  and  a 
widow  and  ]ier  helplefs. children  were  left  to 
weep  the  fatal  confequences  of  one  rafh  word. 

"  ^  Mifs  A;^ and  Mils  B — ^  had  been  for 

many  years  infeparable  companions ;  a  little 
altercation  took  place,  which  tempted  Mifs 

4- ,  a  girl  of  an  affe6lionate  but  hafty 

temper,  to  call  her  friend  by  opprobrious 
names ;  a  quarrel  was  the  confequence ;  by 
the  interpoiition  of  friends  a  fecming  recon- 
ciliation was  effected;  Mifs  B — ■ —  lliook 
hands  with  the  culprit,  and  forgave  her,  as 
far  as  profeffions  Avent;  but  memory,  too 
faithful  to  its  truft,  will  never  allow  her  to 

forget  the  language  Ihe  heard.     Mifs  A 

fpoke   fuch  daggers  as   fixed  an    incurable 
wound  in  the  bofom  of  her  alienated  alfo- 
ciate ;  the  one  was  raili,  the  other  Avas  unre- 
lenting, 
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lenting,  .and  Friendfliip  laments  the  extin^on 

of  its  flame  ihbofoms  fhaf  pnce'dowed'witli 

.    .        >  >  -  .  ■     ^    ■  •  J  f   ' -J-r, '.  of  noi::^ qrriDJ 
Its  purelt  and  molt  ardent  neat.  ,  , 

'  %    I"  ■:.:::^q:',  ;  .,,  .  ::  JWi^'^i  -'  '  !:^05   J-nc 
You  remember  Afep^  ;)^-rTj;,..9f  ^ifP^h.^57rj 

She  is  a.  woman  who  a6ts  under  ^he  influence 

of  felfrcommand,    more  than  any  pcrfon  I 

know.     Her  caro  fpofo,  who  refembles  Sir, 

Anthony  Ablolute  m  tlie  School  foy  Scandal, 

is  fond  of^  argument,  and  afe  ^le  igra^v's  ^eageu 

in  purfuit  of.  his  favourite  n6int,  he  becomes 

dogmatical  and  choleric.     She,  is  well  aware ; 

&  _        ^  ,;.:)'if  ;..-.^     ; ..   r  r.'ov  q  •;;:•» 

of  his  foible,  and  knows  how  to  moderate 
the  ftorm,  which  Ihe  is  feljijiom  the  intentional, 
caufe. ,  of  J raifing.-    \y ben-  kf  is  grqwi^g  hpt;^ 
and  impetuous,  flie  continues  cool  and  fe- 
date :   -w  hen  ihe  finds  he  is  going  into  exr 
tremes,  ihe  contiives,  with  admirable  dexte- 
ritv,  to  turn  the  current  of  the  converfation 
into  anothel"  channel :  he  becomes  confcious 
of  his  indifcretion,  and  fenfible-of  her  kin^-,. 
nefs,  and  follow  s  the  topic  to  which  fhe  leads 
him.     Thus  is  tranquillity  reftored^   to  the 
no  fmall  joy  of  all  the  company  prefent. 

Upon* 
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Upon  foine  occafions,  you  tnay  reel  a  great 
temptation  to  indulge  in  fatire  and  raillery, 
and  to  raife  a  laugh  at  the  expenfe  of  ano- 
ther :  but  always  rernembei'  the  fable  of  the 
tridys  pelting  the  frogs- — what  was  mirth  to 
the  mifchievous  urchins  was  death  to  the 
helplcfs  croakers :  Jocularity  and  fatire  arc 
iveapons  that  may  be  turned  againft  the  af- 
failant,  fo  that  prudence  very  often,  if  not 
good  nature,  as  I  have  before  hinted,  may 
keep  you  filent  and  inoftenlive. 

Of  very  great  importance  is  feif-command 
with  refpe^l  to  fecrets.  In  this  cafe,  your 
conftant  vigilance  is  neceifary.  To  many 
perfons  a  fecret  is  an  infupportable  burden, 
although  the  difclofure  of  it  is  a  complicated 
offence.  It  is  a  breach  of  honour,  and  of 
prudence ;  yet  they  cannot  be  eafy,  till  they 
have  found  others  to  lliare  it  with  thenu 
The  fame  difcrcet  difpofition  which  guards 
you  againft  divulging  fecrets,  will  reftrain  you 
from  the  mean  currofity  of  prying  into  them. 

You  will  difdain  to  imitate  Mrs.  R' — ,  who 

reads   the  addreffes   of  all  the  letters   the 

poftman 
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poftman  brings  to  the  village ;  or  to  inter- 
rogate the  fervants  of  your  neighbours  about 
ufiairs  Avhich  their  maftor  and  miitrefs  do 
not  chufe  you  fliould  knoM'. 

This  curiofity  begins  in  weakness,  and 
ends  in  mifchief;  for  you  may  depend  upon 
tiiis  afiertion  as  a  truth  confirmed  by  long 
obfervation, — that  the  defire  of  knowing  fe- 
crets  is  always  attended  by  the  delire  of 
telling  them. 

Of  all  haftc  in  converfation,  none  is  worfe 
or  more  detrimental,  than  that  which  be- 
trays a  pcrfon  into  7'aJIi  promi/e^-  This  has 
been  the  caufe  of  great  mifery  in  all  ages  of 
the  ^^orld.  Rccolle6i  the  flory  of  the  in- 
eonlidcrats  Jephtha,  as  recorded  in  Scrip- 
ture— lb  eUited  was  he  with  victory,  that 
]je  made  a  folemn  vow  to  facrilice  the  tirft 
living  creature  he  fliould  fee  on  his  return 
home,  and  he  was  met  by  his  beloved 
daughter,  his  only  child !  The  impious  He- 
rod, bound  by  a  fnnilar  promife,  beheaded 
John  the  Eaptilt,  the  forerunner  of  t^^c 
Melfiah. 

VOL.  ir.  F  Buf 
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But  to  increafc  your  caution,  by  adverting 
to  more  familiar  inftances — never  forget  the 

cafe  of  Sarah  S ,   of  Amblefide.     She 

faw  young  R only  once  or  twice;   he 

was  handlbme,  fhe  liftened  to  his  plaufible 
converfation,  and  bound  herfelf  by  a  promife 
to  marry  him.  Her  friends  told  her  that  he 
■was  a  fpendthrift  and  a  fot.  In  vain  did 
Ihe  attempt  to  retract ;  for  he  kept  her  firm 
to  her  engagement,  and  Ihe  now  bitterly  re- 
pents her  folly. — He  is  wafting  her  little  for- 
tune at  a  tavern,  while  llie  fits  lonely  at  home, 
a  prey  to  mifery  and  tears. 

Self-command  may  prove  your  beft  friend, 
and  ultimately  fecure  you  great  pleafures, 
when  at  prefent  it  may  wear  the  appearance 
of  an  enemy.  Suppofe  you  are  invited  to  a 
party  this  evening,  and  are  indifpofed  Avith 
a  cold :  if  you  go,  you  may  increafe  your 
complaint  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  be  obliged 
to  feclude  yourfelf  from  company  for  a  long 
time ;  but  if  you  refolve  to  ftay  at  home,  and 
attend  to  your  health,  you  may  be  perfectly 
well  in  a  day  or  two,  and  able  to  mix  in  the 

fociety 
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fociety  erf  your  friends  for  a  long  courfe  oi 
uninterrupted  enjoyment. 

Nor  is  felf-command  iefs  ufeful  when  ap- 
plied to  economy,  or  the  regulation  of  your 
expenfes.  For  example ;  fuppofe  you  go  to 
a  (hop  which  exhibits  a  variety  of  the  moft 
beautiful  trinkets  and  ornaments,  and  you 
fee  a  lady  purchafing  them  with  eagernefs, 
regardlefs  of  their  price :  you  may  wifh  to 
do  the  fame ;  but  let  reflexion  guard  you 
againft  yielding  to  fuch  a  temptation:  the 
lady  who  lavilhes  her  money  may  be  in  pof* 
feffion  of  a  large  fortune,  while  it  becomes 
you  to  recolleft  what  your  allowance  is,  and 
that  you  muft  pay  for  the  ufeful  articles  of 
drefs,  before  you  have  any  to  expend  upon 
fuperfluous  bracelets  and  broches,  fans  and 
necklaces.  In  all  fituations  of  life,  expenfe 
ought  to  bear  a  due  proportion  to  income ; 
regard  to  this  principle  is  neceffary  even  to 
perfons  of  the  largeft  fortunes :  if  even  a  lady 
of  the  higheft  rank  is  inattentive  to  it,  em« 
barraifment  will  be  tlie  confequence  of  her 
profufion  :  fuch  was  the  cafe  with  th^ 
F  2  Pucbefs 
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Duchefs  of  D ;  her  beauty  and  ele- 
gance of  manners  charmed  all  who  had  the 
happinefs  to  know  her,  but  her  extravagance 
degraded  her  rank  and  chara6ter,  and  em- 
bittered the  clofe  of  her  life. 

Self-command  gives  a  perlbn  the  greatelt 
advantage  over  tliofe  who  do  not  a6b  under 
its  influence.  When  other  perfons  are  warmly 
difputing  upon  any  fubject,  if  you  can  keep 
yourfelf  cool  and  unruffled,  you  may  often 
fee  where  the  blame  lies,  and  where  truth  is 
to  be  found.  In  cafes  of  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger, pre.fence  of  mind,  which  is  felf-command 
under  another  name,  M'ill  frequently  enable 
you  to  extricate  yourfelf,  and  to  avoid  the 
precipice  from  which  the  imprudent  and  the 
impetuous  fall.  In  Ihort,  felf-command  is  a 
quality  of  univerfal  application;  it  enables 
us  to  exercife  all  our  faculties  and  powers, 
both  of  body  and  mind,  in  a  manner  calcu- 
lated to  accomplilli  the  beft  ends  of  life ;  and 
no  perfon  ever  was,  or  ever  can  be,  good,  or 
great,  or  happy,  without  its  falutary  re- 
ftraints. 

Remember 
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Remember  that  he  ^vho  is  rafli,  is  juft  as 
wife  as  the  rider  who  fuffers  his  horfe  to  run 
away  with  him,  or  the  boy  who  fteps  upon 
the  thin  ice,  regardlefs  of  the  deep  water  it 
covers;  while  he  who  is  deliberate,  walks 
by  the  rule  of  Reafon,  and  efcapes  a  thou- 
fand  dangers,  which  if  we  by  our  own  fault 
incur,  we  lliall  feel  the  more  acutely,  becaufe 
our  pride  will  mortifv  us  Avith  the  confciouf- 
iiefs  that  we  fufter  defer vedly,  and  fall  the 
victims  to  our  own  ioiiy. 


LET- 
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From  the  fame  to  the  fame. 


ON    MARRIAGE. 

1  HE  unhappy  circumltances  of  your  friend 
Caroline's  elopement  with  the  Count  de  Mal- 
maifon,  naturally  fuggefts  to  me  the  propriety 
of  communicating  my  thoughts  to  you  upon 
the  fubje^b  of  Matrimony ;  and  I  Ihall  write 
to  you  with  more  pleafure,  as  I  am  perfuaded 
my  obfervations  have  the  beft  and  ftrongeft 
claims  to  your  ferious  attention,  becaufe  they 
are  the  refult  of  long  experience,  and  flow 
from  my  warm  and  anxious  regard  for  your 
happinefs. 

If  you  were  to  be  betrayed  into  a  matri- 
monial engagement  by  a  gay  admirer,  who 
is  indebted  to  his  dancing-mafter,  his  taylor, 

and 
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and  his  coachmaker  for  his  attractions,  and 
were  to  be  induced  by  a  few  flattering 
fpeeches,  and  his  ftylifli  appearance,  to  iif- 
ten  to  his  propofals,  you  could  not  have  ex- 
ti'eme  youth,  nor  perfe6l  ignorance  of  the 
^'orld,  to  plead  your  excufe — you  are  now 
old  enough  to  know  your  own  mind,  and  not 
only  to  be  decided  as  to  what  you  like,  but 
to  judge  what  ought  to  pleafe  you.  You 
iiav«  had  the  advantage  of  being  introduced 
into  genteel  company,  and  have  daily  oppor- 
tunities of  exerciling  your  judgment  upon  the 
■behaviour  and  characters  of  gentlemen.  It 
is  my  anxious  wifli  to  ftrengthen  that  judg- 
ement, upon  a  fubje^;  of  all  the  moft  intereft- 
ing  to  a  girl  of  your  age. 

Marriage  is  th«  fource  of  all  the  moft  tender 
-endearments,  and  moft  delightful  charities  of 
life :  but  as  we  do  not  live  in  paradife,  where 
it  was  firft  inftituted,  and  as  that  which 
-may  be  a  fupreme  good  in  the  abftraO,,  may, 
under  fome  circuraftances,  be  a  pofitive  evil, 
we  muft  exert  our  own  prudence,  as  to  the 
choice  of  that  condition  whicli  is  upon  the 

whole 
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M'holc  moft  eligible,  and  not  enter  even  intt* 
the  deiirablc  itatc  of  ^^  cdlock,  before  we  have 
duly  M  ei;:fhed  a  number  of  confiderations. 

You  will  therefore  be  the  lefs  furprifed  to 
obferve,  that  I  am  not  an  ad\ocatc  for  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  a  young  w  oman  marry- 
ing; for  Ihe  maij  be  as  happy  without  a  huf> 
band,  as  Avith  one.     The  laugh  of  the  world 
is,  we  know,  a  good  deal  direCled  againft  old 
maids,  but  they,   as  well  as  old  baehelors, 
may  often  blame  themfelves,  if  they  are  not 
both   contented  and  refpeftable.      Let   old 
.maids  acl  in  character ;  let  not  aunt  Deborah 
ape  the   manners   or  borrow  the    drefs   of 
iT///J  in  her  teem;   let  her  not  be  peevilli 
to   her  juniors,    nor   imperious  to  her  fer- 
vants ;    but  lliow    a  mild   and   benevolent 
temper  to  all  around  her :   let  her  ftore  her 
mind   with   ufeful  knowledge,    and    take   a 
pleafure  in  communicating  it ;  let  her  make 
herfelf  ufeful  to  her  relations  and  their  fami- 
lies— let  her  purfue  this  line  of  condu6l,  and 
although  ihe  may  not  have  a  train  of  lovers, 
Ihe  cannot  fail  to  fccure  many  friends,  and 

Die 
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llie  may  pafs  her  life  among  them  with  plea- 
fure  and  fatisfaftion.  A  married  woman 
has  doubtlefs  many  comforts  and  enjoyments, 
but  a  lingle  one  is  exempt  from  the  weighty 
cares  and  deep  forrows,  that  are  often  the 
lot  of  tlie  wite  and  the  mother.  If  your 
purfuit  be  happinefs,  take  care  to  lix  your 
delires  upon  proper  objects  :  we  are  apt  to 
make  a  great  error  in  judgment  in  altering 
our  condition — we  flatter  ourfelves  we  ihall 
increafe  our  pleafures ;  the  truth  is^  we  only 
exchange  them;  we  muft  take  care  not  to 
lofe  by  the  exchange,  as  Aladdin  did,  wheur 
his  old  lamp  was  given  for  a  new  one. 

Suppofe  you  were  invited  to  go  a  journey 
for  a  month  or  two  with  a  pcrfon  who  pro- 
fefled  great  defire  to  enjoy  your  company ; 
would  you  agree  to  accompany  her  without 
afcertaining  her  difpofition  and  chat*a8:er, 
and  her  ability  to  render  the  excurfion  plea- 
lant?  and  would  not  fuch  an  enquiry  be 
much  more  neceflkry,  if  your  journey  was 
to  be  extended  to  many  years  of  your  life? 
Apply  this  cafe  to  marriage,  a  ftate  in  which 

you 
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you  muft  have  an  infeparable  companion  in 
a  hufband. 

I  put  this  cafe  from  the  recollection  of 
fome  very  precipitate  marriages,  vhen  after 
the  parties  had  feen  each  other  once  or  twice 
in  a  ball-room,  or  at  a  rout,  the  gentleman 
made  the  lady  an  offer ;  they  agreed  to  vifit 
the  temple  of  Hymen,  but  never  after  the 
honey-moon  was  over  did  they  pafs  a  com- 
plete day  in  the  temple  of  Concord. 

The  feafon  of  courtfliip  between  two  per- 
(bns  equally  amiable  and  fmcere,  is  a  feafon 
of  mixed  delight  and  anxiety.  It  is  the 
fpring  W'hich  Ihowcs  Ihe  bloflbms  of  thofe 
joys,  which  we  hope  to  fee  ripen  into  the 
molt  delicious  fummer  fruits.  It  is  a  kind 
cf  magic  ftate  of  fouls  and  affeftions ,;  matri- 
mony diffolves  many  of  its  charms,  and  ftiows 
the  real  temper  and  difpofition.  You  muft 
jiot  be  much  furprifed  or  difappointed,  when 
you  difcover  the  hulband  not  to  be  that  perv 
feftly  amiable  being  you  found  in  the  lever.; 
■^and  if  even  you  difcern  faults  in  him  before 
.unobferVed,  you  would  perhaps  wrong  his 
8  chara6ler, 
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chara6t;er,  if  you  were  for  a  moment  to  iuf- 
pe6l  that  you  were  the  dupe  of  his  artifices. 
New  circumftances  may  occur  which  may 
make  new  trials  for  you  both,  and  of  courfe 
you  muft  make  mutual  allowance  for  your 
■behaviour  under  them.  Always  remember 
that  if  he  be  not  a  Sir  Charles  Grandifon, 
you  may  not  be  a  Mifs  Byron. 

As  you  value  your  own  happinefs,  let  no 
temptation  to  indulge  a  laugh,  or  to  relate 
ivhat  you  may  think  a  pleafant  anecdote,  in- 
duce you  ever  to  expafe  any  of  your  buf- 
band's  faults;  rather  conceal  them  under 
the  veil  of  prudence,  and  ftate  them  to  him 
in  the  hours  of  confidential  intercoucfe.  If 
he  aQ:  in  the  fame  delicate  and  difcreet  man- 
'ner  towards  you,  you  have  the  belt  aflurance 
trfeach  dther's  love,  and  the  beft  profped  o£ 
years  of  uninterrupted  harmony. 

You  muft  behave  to  your  huiband  •with- 
out referve  in  all  matters  of  conduft.  He 
who  is  "worthy  of  your  hand  in  marriage,  is 
•northy  of  your  confidence.  Banifti  all  arti- 
fice and  affectation  :  let  him  not  be  indebted 

to 
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to  the  exaggerated,  and  perhaps  malevolent^ 
accounts  of  otiiers  for  information  relative 
to  the  circumftances  of  yourfelf,  or  vour 
family,  Vvhen  you  are  at  liberty  to  difclofe 
tliem  to  liiui :  lincerity  and  candour  are  du- 
ties peculiarly  facred  between  friends — how 
much  more  ought  they  to  be  fo  between 
hulband  and  wife  ?  Remember  the  unhappy 
refult  of  a  want  of  confidence  in  IMrs.  C — . 
Captain  C —  requcfted  to  know  the  amount 
of  her  debts  before  he  married  her ;  flie  re- 
peatedly declared  to  him  fhe  had  incurred 
none.  After  marriage  his  door  was  befieged 
by  her  creditors ;  llie  had  told  him  (ftrange 
infatuation  !)  a  deliberate  falfliood  :  he  re- 
garded himfelf  as  the  dupe  of  her  dece})tion ; 
in  a  frenzy  of  difappointmcnt  he  banifhed 
her  from  his  houfe,  and  has  vowed  never  to 
fee  her  more. 

The  proper  fphere  in  Avhich  a  married 
woman  ought  to  move  is  in  domeftic  life. 
If  flie  underftand  her  true  intereft  and  hap- 
pinefs,  ftie  will  never  quit  her  own  houfe  for 
any  length  of  time.    There  the  character, 

con- 
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connexions,  and  property  of  her  liufband 
will  give  her  molt  influence,  weight,  and 
refpe^lability.  There  fhe  may  enjoy  a  tliou- 
fand  comforts,  not  in  her  power  to  command 
elfewhere :  There  fiie  may  diffufe  tlie  moft 
extenfive  good  among  the  poor,  and  belt 
attend  to  all  the  duties  the  owes  to  God, 
her  neighbours,  and  herfelf. 

This  remark  feems  the  more  neceflary, 
becaufc  too  many  pairs  at  prefent  refemble 
birds  of  paflage ;  like  fwallows  and  wood- 
cocks they  take  periodical  flights  from  one 
place  to  another,  and  never  ftay  long  any 
w  here.  Our  modern  people  of  faihion,  who 
act  upon  this  locomotive  principle,  live  al- 
moft  as  much  in  their  carriages  as  in  houfes, 
and  they  can  hardly  be  faid  to  refide  any 
where,  London  in  the  fpring,  watering 
places  in  the  fummcr,  and  Batli  in  the 
w  inter,  occupy  almoft  the  whole  of  the  year; 
and  thither  tliey  refort  with  a  kind  of  reli- 
gious punctuality  to  worfliip  at  the  ftirine 
of  diffipation  and  amufement.  The  family 
uianfion  is  defertcd,  or  only  vifited  for  the 

hufband 
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JiuibaiKl  to  fettle  his  rents  with  the  tenants, 
and  for  the  wife  to  dazzle  the  weak  eyes  of 
the  villagers  with  the  parade  of  her  car- 
riages, and  the  difplay  of  her  liveries. 

We  may  thank  the  fafliion  of  the  times 
for  not  confining  the  encroachments  upon 
domeftic  life  to  London  and  the  watering 
places.  A  life  of  complete  diffipation  may 
be  paffed  in  the  country,  and  your  own 
houfe  may  be  the  principal  fcene  of  it. 
Card  parties,  routs,  plays,  balls,  and  con- 
certs, may  be  very  pleafant  and  innocent 
modes  of  paffmg  our  time;  but  I  fee  no- 
thing in  them  to  increafe  the  affe6tion  of 
jaarried  perfons  for  each  other.  The  molt 
rational  of  their  focial  pleafures  are  to  be 
found  in  fmall  parties  of  friends,  whofe  tem- 
pers are  gentle,  and  manners  polifhed,  and 
wbofe  cheerfulnefs,  good  humour,  and  good 
fenfe,  give  an  attraQ:ion  to  your  table,  and 
a  relifti  to  your  difties  and  wines ,'  where 
the  huiband  and  wife  endeavour  to  make 
each  other  appear  to  advantage,  and  create 
new  claims  to  each  other's  affe^ion,  by  their 

kind 
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kind  and  hofpitable  reception  of  tiieir  com- 
mon friends. 

It  was  faid  of  Hannibal,  one  of  the  greateft 
generals  of  antiquity,  that  he  knew  how  to 
eonquer,  but  not  how  to  make  a  proper  ufe 
of  his  viClories.  Let  the  ladies  try  to  excel 
this  African  hero,  and  achieve  what  they  all, 
no  doubt,  think  they  are  capable  of  doing. 
Next  to  fecuring  the  affections  of  your  hus- 
band, you  muft  endeavour  to  retain  them; 
you  mult  not  relax  in  your  efforts  to  pleafe. 
There  is  one  mode  I  Mdfh  particularly  to 
point  out  to  you,  and  that  is  to  be  very 
attentive  to  his  relations  and  friends,  if  they 
deferve  refpe6l  and  efteem.  Take  care  nei- 
ther to  drive  them  from  your  houfe  by  cold- 
nefs  and  formality,  nor  to  difguil  them  by 
affectation,  or  giving  yourfelf  airs.  Your 
hulband  will  be  fenfible  of  the  compliment 
you  pay  him ;  he  will  be  gratified  by  the 
fan6tion  you  give  to  his  choice  of  compa- 
nions, and  he  will  be  eager  to  Hiow  equal 
attention  to  your  friends.  It  is  not  eafy  to 
convey  to  you  an  idea  of  the  pleafure  which 

you 
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you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  convey  to 
the  circle  around  you ;  men  of  lenfe  never  find 
more  agreeable  fociety,  than  in  the  company 
of  young  marrkd  ^\ouien,  ^\ho  unite  mo- 
dcfty  with  fiankncfs,  and  are  freed  by  the 
rules  of  fociety  from  that  extreme  referve 
which  i?  impofcd  upon  fpinftcrs. 

If  your  huiband  be  a  man  of  information, 
you  can  rarely  ^^■ant  for  topics  of  converfa- 
tion,  or  fubjecls  of  rational  purfuit.  Alk 
him  to  inftruft  you,  and  j'our  defire  to  have 
him  for  a  teacher  m  ill  give  you  a  new  claim 
to  his  heait.  Jf  I  was  to  go  a  courting 
again,  and  m  ilhed  to  fucceed,  next  to  giving 
the  fair  object  of  my  choice  fome  proof  of 
my  courage,  I  Ihould  wifli  to  give  lier  proofs 
of  my  knowledge,  and  of  my  defire  to  com- 
municate it  to  her ;  for  a  common  purfuit 
is  a  great  cement  of  affection ;  it  makes  you 
fond  of  each  other's  company,  and  confiruis 
a  fimilarity  of  taftes. 

If  you  marry  a  fool,  under  the  delufion 
that  you  will  be  able  to  manage  him,  yqu 
may  be  the  victim  of  your  own  fcliemcs ; 

for 
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for  fools  are  obltinate,  and  your  fuppofed 
ideot  may  put  thofe  fetters  upon  you,  which 
you  intended  for  him.  If  you  marry  a  rahe^ 
from  the  flattering  fuppofition  that  you  Ihall 
he  able  to  effeft  his  reformation,  you  may 
bitterly  repent  of  having  mifcalculated  the 
po'.ver  of  your  attractions,  and  may  die  of 
jealoufy  and  defpair.  If  you  marry  a  merely 
rich  maHy  you  may  indeed  gain  fplendid  fur- 
niture and  gaudy  equipages,  but  you  may 
find  too  late  that  a  houfe  at  the  weft  end  of 
the  town,  and  a  box  at  the  opera,  are  no 
cures  for  difappointment,  and  have  not  much 
connection  with  connubial  happinefs.  If  you 
throw  yourfelf  away  upon  a  pauper,  he  may 
add  ingratitude  to  ambition;  he  may  dif- 
gracc  both  you  and  your  family ;  his  vulga- 
rity may  ihock,  and  his  infolence  may  terrify 
you.  If  you  marry  a  j'ich  old  man,  the  world 
will  fay  that  you  aft  from  mercenary  motives, 
and  are  only  thinking  of  a  large  jointure,  and 
the  handfome  figure  you  will  foon  nuike  in 
widow's  weeds.  If  you  mtuT)'  an  invalid, 
you  muft  make  up  your  mind  to  pafs  many 
VOL.  IT.  G  hours 
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hours  in  a  fick  room,  and  to  perform  the 
ofticcs  of  a  nurfe. 

In  Ihort,  my  Emily,  tliat  you  may  ftand 
the  beft  chance  for  connubial  liappinefs,  you 
muft  have  a  hulband  of  your  own  rank  in 
life,  and  of  little  more  than  your  own  age. 
Look  for  good  temper,  good  fenfe,  uubie- 
milhed  health,  found  principles,  and  refpect- 
able  attainments — ^thefe  arc  the  foundations 
for  cordial  love,  full  confidence,  and  perma- 
nent affeftion. 

As  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  perfons 
more  proper  to  be  propofed  as  examples 
of  connubial  felicity    than    Mr.  and    Mrs. 

S ,    I  muft   ftrongly   recommend    th«im 

to  your  notice.  Congenial  in  their  difpo- 
litions,  they  married  after  a  courtihip  of  a 
year  or  two.  They  have  too  much  fenfe  not 
to  concede  what  is  proper  to  each  other's 
management,  and  too  much  aft'eftion  to 
wrangle  about  any  thing :  if  he  fays  he  nmit 
op  a  journey,  Ihe  immediately  prepares  for 
packing  up;  if  he  determines  to  ftay  at  home, 
ihe  talks  of  the  coinfort  of  their  own  fire- 
fide;  whatever  the  one  propofes  the  other 

affents 
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aflents  to,  unlefs  fome  Itrong  rcafons  for  a 
difference  of  opinion  occur;  and  then  the 
whole  matter  is  talked  over  with  calmnefs 
and  perfect  good  humour.  Although  ihe 
never  wilhes  to  interfere  in  the  conduct  of 
bufmefs,  yet  he  often  finds  her  opinion  very 
valuable.  In  all  cafes,  in  which  ihe  has 
the  predominance,  flie  deferves  it,  for  it  is 
the  influence  of  affe6tion  dire6bed  by  good 
fenfe — fuch  influence,  as  no  fenfible  huiband 
would  refill,  and  none  but  a  prudent  wife 
knows  how  to  exert.  Their  children  follow 
the  example  of  their  parents  ;  it  is  a  family 
of  harmony  and  love.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S — 
are  now  growing  old,  yet  you  would  be 
pleafed  to  fee  the  letters  they  write  to  each 
otlier ;  they  are  the  genuine  fruits  of  ripened 
friendftiip,  and  of  unalterable  regard.  Their 
flame  of  love,  whatever  it  may  have  loft  in 
ftrength,  ftill  burns  witli  brightnefs.  'J'hc 
remembrance  of  paft  pleafurcs  adds  to  its 
fuel,  no  jarring  or  bickerings  obfcure  it : 
they  are  walking  down  into  the  vale  of  years 
Mith  compofure,  and  alleviate  each  other's 
G  2  burden 
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burden  of  infirmities  by  every  means  in  their 
power;  contented  and  cheerful  themfelves, 
they  infpire  good  humour  in  all  around  tliem, 
and  it  feems  as  if  even  death  itfelf,  althousli 
it  may  feparate  them,  cannot  extinguilh  their 
affeclion. 

Could  you  meet  with  fuch  a  lover  as  Mr. 
S —  was,  affeftionate  without  weaknefs,  fo 
mild  and  yet  fo  manly,  fo  polite  and  yet  fo 
iincere,  fo  correct  in  his  own  conduct,  and 
yet  fo  inclined  to  palliate  the  faults  of  others; 
in  Ihort,  fo  completely  amiable^  I  would  give 
my  confent  to  your  being  married  to-mor- 
row. If  you  throw  yourfelf  away  upon  a 
huiband  who  has  none  of  his  good  qua- 
lities, you  will  have  every  reafon  for  felf- 
reproach ;  for  you  will  a6l  in  oppofition  to 
your  own  fenfe  of  propriety  and  delicacy  of 
feeling,  and  againft  the  whole  current  of  your 
education — you  will  be  the  caufe  of  your 
own  mifcry — and  you  will  break  my  heart. 

But  if  you  can  coUcft  from  thefe  hints 
what  kind  of  a  partner  for  life  you  ought  to 
prefer,  and  fuch  a  man  fliould  be  the  objeft 
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of  your  choice,  you  will  make  thj^ee  per- 
fons  happy — your  hujhand^  your  father^ 
and  yourfelf.  Confider  therefore  the  ex- 
tenfive  good  or  evil  you  have  it  in  your 
power  to  produce,  and  let  your  own  judg- 
ment concur  with  my  wiflies  in  regard  to 
your  taking  a  ftep  of  all  the  moft  impor- 
tant in  vour  life. 


EVD    OF   THE    LETTERS. 


CHAP.  XIX. 


What  Nymi)h  is  that  with  wild  voluptuous  eyes 
And  deeply  crimfon'd  cheeks,  whofe  ivory  forehead 
The  peacock's  plumage  (hades,  whofe  flowing  veil 
Shines  with  the  rainbow  colours  of  the  Iky  ? 
She  waves  in  either  hand  a  lucid  mirror, 
Where  dance  gay  images  of  joy  and  love 
Delufive,  flattering  only  to  betray: 
'Tis  1-iftion — Hence  begone,  thou  fell  enchantrefs. 
Nor  tempt  me  thus  to  tread  thy  magic  circle; 
But  rather  Truth,  thou  white-rob'd  guide  conduct  rae 
To  yonder  rock,  where  ftands  thy  facred  Temple ; 
Teach  me  the  leflbns  of  Experience  old. 
And  ufcful  Wifdom  ;  teach  me  how  to  tread 
'I'he  mazy  path  of  life's  dark  wildernefs, 
And  reach  the  Heav'n,  from  whence  thou  art  de- 
fcended.  A. 


At  the  time  the  correfpondence  between 
Kmily  and  her  father  commenced,  no  perlbn, 
in  all  Mrs.  Willbn's  circle  of  acquaintance, 
foiicitcd  Emily's  attention  and  friendlhip  with 

more 
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more  eagerncls  than  Mifs  Caroline  Sparks, 
the  young  hidy  alluded  to  in  the  letter  on 
Friendjhip.     Slie  had  been  placed  at  a  fa- 
fliionable  boarding  fchool,  -where  flie  would 
probably  have  made  fonie  progrefs  in  ufcful 
knowledge  and  acconiplillunents,  had  not  her 
mother  indulged  her  to  a  very  culpable  de- 
greci;     Not  a  week  palled  but  ftie  paid  her 
daughter  a  vifit  at  Ichool,  and  gave  her  what 
money  flie  aiked  for,  or  fent  for  her  home, 
and  pampered  her  w  ith  every  luxury  of  the 
table.     Caroline  always  took  this  opportu- 
nity of  complaining  of  the  levcre  reltraints 
under  which  flie  ^^as  kept  by  her  governefs 
and  the  teachers,  and  her  exaggerated  tales 
were  too  readily  believed  by  her  fond  and 
credulous  mother.      The  confequence  was, 
flie  was  taken  home,  and  was  foon  allowed 
to  obtain  the  afcendancy  over  all  the  do- 
niefiics.      When   the   leaft   oppofition   was 
urged  againft  her  wiflies,  flie  feigned  a  head- 
ach,  or  aQ;ed  an  liyfteric  fit,  and  her  motlier, 
whp  vwas  always  alarmed  for  the  ftate  of  her 
healthi,  althftiigh  without  fuflicient  reafon,.  in 

a  fliort 
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a  ftiort  time  yielded  every  thing  to  her  will, 
and  a  tear  or  a  fcream  would  gain  any  in- 
dulgence flie  willied — Her  mother  became 
her  Have,  and  the  fervants  were  reprimanded, 
or  even  difcharged,  in  compliance  with  her 
caprice. 

The  only  purfuit  to  which  Mrs.  Sparks 
could   perfuade    her   daughtei    to   pay   the 
fmalleft  attention  was  Muiic : — for  this  Ca- 
roline had  neither  genius  nor  tafte ;  but  as 
her  mother   reprefented  to  her  that  IMuiic 
\vas  now   the  univerfal  rage,    and   all   the 
young  ladies  of  her  acquaintance  were  Itudy^ 
ing  counterpoint,  and  warbling  Italian  airs, 
Caroline  was  prevailed  upon  to  take  a  cer- 
tain number  of  leiTons  upon  the  piano  every 
week.     This  was  her  oftenfible  occupation, 
but  her  favourite  and  private  purfuit  was  to 
read  every  novel  fhe  could  procure.    Novels 
put  her  whole  mind  in  agitation ;  they  were 
her  ftudy  by  day,  and  the  fubje6ls  of  her 
dreams  by  night.     She  was  fafcinated  witk 
the  defcriptions  of  gothic  caftles  and  haunted 
towers,  and  wept  over  the  diftrefles  of  faith- 
ful 
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ful  lovers  and  perfecuted  damfels;  ilje 
thought  perfons  with  fuch  highly-foundinc^ 
names  as  Somerville,  Turretville,  llofcvillc, 
or  Lorimon;^  Ifabinda,  Honoring,  Jalietta, 
or  Ro fella y  all  which  Ihe  had  met  with  in 
her  favourite  novels,  were  the  moft  peerlefs, 
perfeft,  and  charming  beings  in  the  world ; 
and  that  if  ilie  could  meet  w  ith  fuch  a  friend 
as  a  Mdeftina,  or  a  Morgaritta,  or  fuch  a 
lover  as  Fitzormond^  ilie  could  not  fail  to 
pafs  all  her  hours  in  fupreme  felicity. 

Her  mind  was  brought  into  a  ftate  fo 
pliant  and  fufceptible,  as  to  be  deeply  af- 
fected by  every  defcription  of  fictitious  woe  : 
every  novel  that  had  the  title  of  Sorrows  to 
recommend  it,  was  particularly  welcome  : 
ihe  began  her  career  with  the  Sorrows  of 
Werter :  in  the  courfe  of  reading  it  fhe  be- 
dewed many  a  handkerchief  with  her  tears ; 
and  ihe  proceeded  in  a  regular  flow  of  fym- 
pathetic  diftrefs  through  the  Sorrows  of 
Edithy  the  Sorrows  of  Matilddy  and  the 
Sorrows  oi  Love. 

She 
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She  felt  the  jnore  bewitching  influence  of . 
tliofe  titles  to  novels,  that  had  the  epithet 
uniflejious  annexed  to  them.  The  "  myfte- 
rious  Penitent,"  and  "  the  myfterious  Friend- 
fhip,"  were  obje6ts  of  her  very  diligent  re- 
fearch ;  but  her  curiofity  was  raifed  to  the 
higheft  pitch  by  "  the  myfterious  Vifitor," 
and  "  the  myfterious  Count." 

Many  a  midnight  hour  did  Caroline  de- 
vote to  this  delulive  and  pernicious  kind  of 
reading,  and  often  did  the  wick  of  her  can- 
dle increafe  to  a  grotefque  figure,  and  great 
length,  from  her  mind  being  completely  en- 
gaged by  the  interefting  detail  of  fanciful 
adventures.  Once  Ihe  fell  afleep  in  bed, 
and  left  her  candle  burning  fo  near  the  cur- 
tains, as  to  endanger  the  houfe  and  her  own 
life  at  the  fame  time.  A  fervant  fortunately 
entering  the  room  prevented  any  accident; 
and  her  own  terrors,  rather  than  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  her  mother,  put  her  upon  her 
guard  againft  any  fimilar  danger. 

Emily  often  talked  to  her  of  the  real  plea- 
fure  and  folid  improvement  (he  derived  from 

reading 
6 


9i\  KMILV. 

reading  books  of  hlitory  ami  biography  ;  but 
the  cSoyin.2:  i'wccts  of  romance  had  deftroycd 
Camline's  rclifu  for  every  kind  cf  plain  nar- 
rative— that  M  as  a  dilh  far-  too  infipid  for 
,hcr  refined  taiVd :    fhe  thought  even  news- 
papers  extremely   dull,    except  M-hen    they 
conveyed  intelligence  of  elopements,  or  ad- 
vertilements  of   new   novels.       IJer   whole 
thoughts  turned  upon  the  fictitious  and  the 
fentimental ;  arid  (he  would  ImVc  given  the 
"«'or!d,  if  at  her  difpofal,  to  trace  in  Switzer- 
land the  fcenes  defcribed  in  lloufieau's  }L,loife, 
and  to  read  St.  Preux's  Letter  to  his  Charmer, 
amofij*  tlie  rocks  of  Miellerie. 
'   *'■  I '  ciiriftel  imagine,"   faid   Caroline   to 
Kmily,  "how  you,  who  now  move  in  the 
fafliioiuibie  circle  of  life,  can  be  fo  much  led 
att  ay  by  what  is  connnonly  called  Charity, 
as^'it'^is  really  a  very  plebeian  virtue — vou 
Dieytfld  fupprefs^  its'  unfalhionable  influence, 
and  afpirc   to   f\feet  and  fiyliih   fenfibility. 
I  obferved  y6u'  yefterday  giving  money  to 
a  poof  girl'  w'ho  fold  iiratches,  and  a  tear 
ftifttcd  fi'oril  yotif  eye  t\  htii  you  relieved  a 

foklier's 


foldiers  widgw,  >v^o  t;old  you  her  hu-Q)afld 
had  faUen  ii)  the  fervice  .of  his  kiiig  apd 
country :  hnt,  fl^y  dqai:  ^^ily,  leave  hc-h 
wretched  creatures  to  the  humanity  of  the 
pariih  officers,  and  make  a  more  genteel  ufe 
of  your  money  by  fublcribingj  as  I  do,  to 
two  or  three  circulating  libraries," 

Emily  ex{)ri3lied  great  furpri^ic  that  Caro- 
line could  feel  any  rvdl  pleafu.re  in  the  \)Q- 
rufal  of  fuch  atlected  dofcriptions,  as  fet 
nature  ^nd  limplieity  at  defiance;  and  when 
Caroline  Itill  prefied  her  to  jierufc  fonie  of 
thcfc  fafcinatinjT  works,  Emily  findintj  it 
vain  to  attempt  to  langii  her  friend  ont  of 
her  romantic  huuiour,  allured  her,  with  a 
ferious  air,  that  flic  conhned  her  reading  to. 
books  rccounncnded  by  iier  father  and  Dr. 
Marriot,  and  that  tliey  ^^  ere  lx)th  averfe  t<* 
the  indifcriminate  pcrufal  of  novels.  ,  j 

"  You  arc  then,"  faid  Caroline,  with  a? 
frown,  and  in  a  pecvilh  manner,  "  a  gu*l  of 
»]0  fpirit — your  mode  of  thinking  is  con- 
tracted— very  contracted  indeed  ;  and  as. 
you  u)ake  fuch  a  point  of  being  guided  by 

parfons, 
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parfons,  and  thofe  who  think  like  parfons, 
I  Ihall  not  be  much  lurprized  if  you  one 
day  turn  Methodilt,  and  marry  fome  "  fpiri- 
tual  Quixote." 

Emily  was  piqued  at  tlie  infmuation,  ima- 
gining it  might  be  aimed  at  Edward  jVIar- 
riot — "  You  are  too  fevere,"  faid  ihe,  "  in 
your  remarks  upon  my  friends,  who  are  fo 
kind  as  to  give  me  their  advice :  I  ouglit  to 
be  grateful  to  them  for  turning  my  attention 
to  fomething  better  than  thofe  romantic 
fcenes  and  characters  with  Avhich  novels  have 
filled  your  head ;  if  you  draw  your  ideas 
of  lovers  from  them,  you  are,  no  doubt,  upon 
the  tiptoe  of  expectation  for  fome  lord  or 
colonel  to  come  and  throw  himfelf  at  your 
feet,  and  vow  eternal  conftancy  and  love. — 
You  fay  my  mode  of  thinking  is  very  con- 
traded  :  I  am  fure  your  conduft  better  dc- 
ferves  that  expreffion,  for  you  feem  to  think 
of  no  one  but  yourfelf :  Do  you  not  deprive 
both  your  mother  and  me  of  your  company 
for  many  hours  in  a  day  to  indulge  the  felfiih 
pleafure  of  reading  tliefe  delulive  books?" 

Caroline 
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Caroline  was  iiurt  at  this  remark,  for  ftie 
loved  Emily  :  a  tear  Itarted  into  her  eye — 

Emily  perceived  it,  and  feized  her  hand — • 
"  i\iy  dear,"  faid  ihe,  "  it  is  far  from  my 
wifli  to  make  you  uneafy :  let  not,  I  befeech 
you,  any  thing  1  have  faid  upon  this  fubject 
interrupt  the  harmony  fo  dear  to  us  both; 
I  hope  that  whatever  tidtions  your  favourite 
novels  may  contain,  they  at  leaft  affure  you 
of  this  truth — that  Friendfliip  is  cflential  to 
liappinefs,  and  that  flight  differences  of  opi- 
niop,  like  the  breeze  that  fans  the  flame, 
ferve  not  to  extinguifli,  but  to  increafe  its 
power." 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  XX. 


The  demon  Flattery  pla3-s  his  fraudful  part, 
And  fpreads  his  fiiares  to  catch  the  female  heart; 
He  tells  the  nymph  the  Graces  all  combine 
Their  matchlefs  pow'rs  to  mould  her  form  divine; 
Where'er  the  roves,  birds  warble  from  the  fpray, 
And  rofes  bloom  to  deck  her  airy  way: 
He  talks  of  t;hryftal  ftrcams,  and  myrtle  grove*, 
The  bow'i-s  of  Venus,  and  her  fnowy  doves : 
Beware — Deception  lurks  beneath  the  ftrain, 
Falfe  as  the  fyren,  fickle  as  the  main A. 


As  French  emigrants  of  a  genteel  appear- 
ance have  eafily  found  admiflion  into  EngHfli 
fociety,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  a  lady  of 
Mrs.  Wilfon's  failiion  Avould  exclude  them 
from  her  parties.  The  Count  de  Malmaifon 
readily  accepted  her  frequent  invitations. 
He  had  loft,  amid  the  tumults  of  the  French 
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ilevolution,  all  his  propert}',  except  ia  fmall 
peniion ;  but  his  misfortunes; i abated  vely 
little  of  his  natural  vivacity;  ':  .  :'r'  '  ,  •::;;•• 
Gay  and  frivolous,  he  talked  of  every 
thing,  and  thought  ferioufly  of  nothing  j  ■  a 
-game  at  billiards  or  cards,  drawing  a  pattern 
for  a  lady,  or  playing  a  tune  on  his  flute, 
Mere  fufficient  to  banilli  from  his  mind  every 
irkfome  idea,  and  he  found  in  thefe  aniufe- 
ments  fuch  jefources  againft  the  fenfe.of-his 
loHes,  as  an  Englilhman  fometimes  feeks  in- 
effe6lually  in  reflection. 

His  vanity  was,    if  poflibley  more  than 

.  GaUican ;  for  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he 
was  an  irrefutable  object  of  love  to  every 
lady  who  faw  him)  although  his  perfen  was 

liar  from  being  very  handfome,  or  his  man- 
ners the  moft  elegant.  When  he  firft  came 
to  England  he  had  figured   at  Bath;    but 

-feveral  debts  incurred  at  play,  and  the  im- 

rportunities  of  his  ttadefmen,  obliged  him  to 
quit  that  place  with  more  expedition  than 
credit.  ... 

vox,.  11.  H  In 


Ii:-rln 'London  he  flione  inia  ncw/phere,  aoti 
pt  Mts*  uWilfon's  diijplayed  ihis  'fnufF^-boxei^y 
watch,  feals,  rings,  .pocketrbooks,  and  tooth- 
pick cafes,   more  'to  his  o^n  gmtiftcation, 
ith^n  tlie  wonder  of  the  beholders.   He  talketl 
iCrf  jthe  fplendouF  of  his  cliateau^  and  the  e%- 
,tent  of  his  domains :  he  bonfted  that  his  beft 
gold  fnufF-box  ivas  prefented  to  him  by  a 
•fair  Countefe,  whofe  mii«ature   graced  the- 
did — rtliat  his  :Oeaeva  watch  was  a  prefent 
-from  a  noble  Duke,   his  intimate   friend  ; 
and  that  he  had  a  fwofd- given  to  him'bytiie 
(late  King  of  France.    Althotigb  he  would 
iiave  been  -ceady  'to  -  challenge  any  one  who- 
,denied  .the  lEreneh  language  ^to  be  the  fine^ 
3n  the  wqrld,  hM  gallantry  induced  hm  *o 
-leam  Ejoglifji,    folely,    |ts  'he  profe^fe^,  1^ 
xomply  with  the  prejudices  of  the  ladies. 

The  jCount  foon  attra^ed  the  attention  of 
Mifs  Sparks ;  nor  was  the  Count  lefe  (favour- 
jably  ioaprefledr— but  not  with  iher  exiveMJuer 
ienfibility,  or  her  Tomantic  turn  of  tmo^, 
^0 — he  had  inducements  of  a  lefs  fend- 
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mental,  and  more  fqrdid  kind  to  cultivate 
her  ^jcquaii^tance.  Common  report  had  tol4 
him,  that  Ihe  was  heirefs  to  a  large  fortune^ 
and  hg  calculated  that  by  marrying  her  he 
might  be  fupplied  with  the  means  to  free 
himfelf  from  his  embarraffinents,  and  poflibly 
by  advancing  a  fum  of  money  recover  hid 
chateau.  All  his  addrefs  and  caution  were 
employed  to  prevent  Mifs  Sparks  and  her 
friends  from  being  acquainted  with  the  real 
llate  of  his  affairs. 

In  a  fliort  time  he  induced  the  too  credu* 
lous  Caroline  to  believe,  flie  had  made  the 
conqueft  of  his  heart.  He  beguiled  her 
imagination,  he  flattered  her  vanity,  and 
fhe  could  think  of  nothing  but  that  the  ideal 
happinefs  (he  had  fo  often  pictured  to  herr 
felf  would  at  laft  be  realized ;  Ihe  therefore 
liftened  with  the  greatelt  delight  to  the  Count, 
when  he  declared  his  paffion  to  her,  and 
throwing  himfelf  into  a  theatrical  attitude, 
and  catching  a  glance  at  his  own  dear  figure 
in  the  looking-glafs,  faid,  '*  Ma  belle  ange, 
if  you  will  honour  me  with  the  acceptance 
H  2  of 
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of  my  propofals,  I  will  convey  you,  imme- 
mediately  after  our  matrimonial  union,  to 
the  Chateau  de  Malmaifon,  delightfully 
fituatcd  upon  the  lloMcry  banks  of  the  nuir- 
muring  Loire  :  we  will  travel  in  a  chariot 
decorated  with  our  united  arms,  and  drawn 
by  four  milk-white  horfes,  a  band  of  mufic 
lliall  announce  your  arrival  at  my  palace, 
a  numerous  retinue  of  fervants  in  fplendid 
liveries  Ihall  attend  you,  garlands  of  the 
faireft  flowers  fliall  be  prcfented  to  you  by 
the  tenants  of  the  domain,  and  you  Ihall  be 
crowned  the  queen  of  the  vintage." 

Eager  to  marry  her  for  the  fake  of  her 
fuppofed  large  fortune,  he  continued  thus  to 
urge  his  fuit  in  a  manner  very  artfully 
adapted  to  her  turn  of  mind.  A  difticulty 
however  ftood  in  the  way  of  his  wifhes ;  Ca- 
roline wanted  a  year  to  complete  her  mi- 
nority, and  her  guardian,  Mr.  Aaron  Confol, 
a  Ihrewd  citizen  of  London,  would  not  give 
his  confent  to  the  match,  as  he  had  an  in- 
veterate prejudice  againft  all  Frenchmen,  and 
had  not  the  higheft  opinion  of  the  Count's 
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veracity.  The  Count's  creditors  became 
every  day  more  preffing  in  tlieir  demands ; 
M  hat  expedient  was  to  be  adopted  to  fave 
himfelf  from  prifon,  but  to  obtain  the  for- 
tune by  fecuring  the  lady  who  would  erq 
long  be  in  poffeflion  of  it? 

An  excurfion  to  Gretna  Green  was  the 
ftep  that  appeared  to  him  the  moft  eligible. 
Caroline  regardlcfs  of  the  imprudence  and 
folly  of  fuch  a  raeafure,  without  confidering 
the  Ihortnefs  of  her  acquaintance  with  him, 
and  having  received  no  other  proofs  of  his 
truth  and  lincerity  than  his  own  proteltations, 
was  delighted  with  the  plan  the  moment  it 
'was  fuggelted  to  her,  as  it  was  fo  romantic^ 
and  therefore  (6  perfe6tly  congenial  to  her 
willies.  She  at  firft  indeed  concealed  her 
joy,  expreffed  furprize  at  the  ftrange  pro- 
pofal ;  but  he  continued  to  importune  her, 
till  at  length  llie  confented  to  an  elopement. 
One  afternoon,  when  her  mother  was  going 
to  a  card-party,  llie  feigned  indifpofition  to 
avoid  attending  her,  fent  the  fervants  out  of 
the  houfe  on  various  errands,  and  in  an  evil 
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hour  flew  off  with  the  Count  in  a  chalfe  attd 
four. 

High  ofi  were  her  fpirits  for  the  firft  ftage 
or  two,  they  gradually  funk  as  Ihe  proceeded 
on  the  roud.  The  length  of  the  journey  of 
three  hundred  miles  allowed  her  full  time  to 
reflcft  upon  her  indifcretion,  and  the  extreme 
impropriety  of  a  young  girl  trufting  herfelf 
alone  to  a  man,  a  ftranger,  and  a  foreigner, 
powerfully  ftruck  her  mind.  The  rude  ftare 
of  the  innkeepers  and  the  impertinence  of  the 
waiters  fhocked  her  delicacy.  The  profpe6fc 
of  a  ftrange  and  wild  country,  the  lofty 
mountains  and  the  gloomy  plains  upon  the 
confines  of  England  and  Scotland,  fecmed 
to  frown  upon  her,  and  gave  her  a  prefenti- 
ment  of  evil.  The  weather  was  cold  and 
comfortlefs,  and  ihe  began  to  wifti  herfelf  at 
home  again,  where  ihe  could  enjoy  the  fo- 
ciety  of  her  mother,  and  her  friend  Emily, 
and  extract  the  luxury  of  imaginary  biil^ 
from  the  perufal  of  fome  new  novel. 

The  Count  obferved    her  rifing  anxiety, 
^nd  tried  every  iijethod  ia  his  power  t» 
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difpei  it;  he  laughed,  and  fuBfg,  and  he  lai 
boured  to  beguile  the  long  journey,  by  giving 
a  jocofe  turn  to  every  incident,  that  oc- 
curred on  tlieroad^  he  told  her  a  hundred 
nrarvellous  anecdotes  of  himf«.4t  and  his 
family,  and  a  thoufand  times  profeiTed  his  . 
inoft  ardent  and  iunalterabk  afteelioni 

At  laft  after  a  harraiTing  journey,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  the  Count  often  wiihed,, that 
the  jaded  peft  horfes  were  converted  intO' 
^'  fiery-footed,  fteedsj"  they  paffed  Carlifle,. 
and  readied  the  little  village  of  Gretna;  dif- 
tinguhhetl  on^  the  diftant  and.  dreary  plain 
by  a  clump  of- fir  trees.  Here  they,  Avere 
received,  not  by,  a  regular  Divine,  in  afUr- 
plice,  but  by  a  vulgan  filherman  di'efl'ed  in  >  ant 
oW  blue  coat>,  who:  peorformcd  the  maniagoi 
coremony  for  twenty  guineas, ,  and  a» bottle  o^- 
wlxUky. 

The  retura.  ta  London  formed  a  ftrong; 
contrail'  to  their  flight;  to;  Scotland/  The^ 
Count  clofely  quefuoned  liis  bride  as  to  her 
(expected,  fortune,  and»  he  was  aftonilhed  to; 
heaf  from  her  Qwn  lips,  that  it  was;  muclj 
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lois  than  half  the  fum  which  common  report 
had  afligned  to  her. 

On  their  way  to  Gretna  Green  lie  had 
with  the  moft  fedulous  attention  procured 
every  delicacy  of  the  table  to  pleafe  his  fair 
companion ;  but  on  tlieir  return,  his  tone 
and  temper  were  changed ;  he  complained 
of  the  extortion  of  the  innkeepers,  and  fiil- 
lenly  recommended  her  to  be  fatisficd  with 
the  moft  common  fare;  the  warmcft  pro- 
feffions  of  love  were  changed  into  coldnefs 
and  indifference;  and  Ihe  was  too  foon  con- 
vinced that  Plutus,  and  not  Cupid,  had  ex- 
cited his  mercenary  attachment. 

This  elopement  afforded  a  copious  fubjcft 
for  converfation  in  Mrs.  Wilfon's  circle  of 
acquaintance.  That  lady,  with  her  ufual 
want  of  candour,  hinted  tliat  Emily  was 
concerned  in  the  plot,  but  fhe  could  bring 
no  proofs  to  juftify  her  infmuations.  Emily 
certainly-  fufpe6led  that  Caroline  was  at- 
tached to  the  Count,  but  ihe  had  never  given 
the  leaft  encouragement  to  her  converfatio;j 
ppon  the  fubje^l. 
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*'^t)n  the  return  of  the  Count,  ah d  his  Lady 
to  London,  thejr  took  lodgings  in  a  part  oF 
the  town  remote  fi'bm  his  former  dnellinst^ 
his  prudence  or  rathfer  Jiis  fears' fuggefted' 
this  change  of  refidence,  but  his  creditors 
fbon  traced  him  out,  they  clofely  bcliegcd 
his  door,  and  as  tbteir  importunities  -  in-* 
creafed,  he  became  more  petulant  and  que** 
Fulous ;  he  reproached  poor  Caroline  with^ 
her  want  of  means  to  extricate  from  his  em- 
barrafiinents  the  man  flie  profefl'ed  to  lovei 
And  attempted  to  raife  money  upon  the  re* 
verlion  of  her  fortune ;  but  in  vain — not  a' 
a  lingle  advertifmg  money  lender  could  be 
found  to  advance  a  guinea  upon  fuch  pre- 
carious expe6tations.  The  projefts  of  ideal 
happinefs  were  changed  for  real  diftrefs  : 
the  Count  was  the  viclim  of  difappointed 
avarice,  and  the  Countefs  had  been  the  dupe 
of  his  grofs  flattery,  and  her  own  romantic 
fancies. 

An  event  foon  occurred,  which  produced 
their  lafting  feparation.  The  Count  became 
an  objeft  of  fufpicion  to  Government,  and 
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ijpom  foiwe  expreCTicms-  in  his  letfecFS-  to  his 
friends  in  France,  which  weit3  opened  at  tlie 
Poib  Office,  tliere  were  groujids  for  thinking 
him  a  fpy.  Tl»e  Alien  Bill  was  therefore 
caforced  againft  him,  and  he  was  compelled 
Co  leave  En^aiad.  He  did  not  once  alk  the 
Cotinteis  to-  accompany  hira,  and  never  re- 
peated his  romaintic  defeription.  of  the  ftowery 
banks  of  the  Lohe;  but  quitted  London, 
without  taki-ng  le^^ve^  or  even  writing  to  her. 
Thiiifl  he  behaved  witii  a  degree  of  negjeft 
and  indifference^  tliat  f^ro'vedt  his  heart  to  be 
^tally  devoid  of  afifcciion. 
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Tht  fichcft  foil  \«rill  bo  o'ergBdwn  with  weetis. 
Wanting  the  plough,  and  feed  of  cultivation : 
What  weeds  fo  rank  or  fo  luxuriant. 
As  th6  jylld  pfoduce  df  the  youthful  mind !       A,  '' 


Conspicuous  among  the  company  that 
viiited  Mi-s.  Wilfon  was  Sir  Lionel  Wager, 
His  exceffive  vanity  led  him  to  afpire  to  the 
jLitle  of  Knight,  which  he  obtained,  not; 
Jong  aft^r  he  came  of  age.  His  father,  a 
XiOndon  citizen,  had  brought  hun  up  in  the 
enjoyment  of  every  indulgence,  under  a  mif- 
taken  notion  that  he  was  a  prodigy  of  geniu^f 
and  wit.  From  the  different  fchools  to  which 
he  was  for  a  Ihort  time  fent,  he  brought 
aivvay  nothing  but  an  improved  propenfity  to 
vice,  and  a  fondnefs  for  every  thbg  expen- 

five. 


108  .     EMILY. 

five.  On  the  death  of  his  parents  he  fiie 
ceeded  to  a  fortune,  which  allowed  him  an 
ample  range  for  extravagance.  His  v^hole 
conduct  fliowed  the  ill  effe6ts  of  a  bad  dif- 
pofition  favoured  jn  all  its  tendencies  by  a 
neglected  education. 

From  the  low  company  he  kept,  he  im- 
bibed many  corrupt  notions,  of  -^vhich  none 
was  more  pernicious  than  that  which  led  him 
to  conclude,  that  if  he  did  but  preferve  the 
appearance  of  a  gentleman,  the  reality  was 
of  no  importance. 

Ilather  handfome  in  his  perfon,  and  plau- 
fible  in  his  general  convcrfation,  he  was 
pieafing  on  a  firft  vifit ;  but  this  prepofleffion 
was  Ihort-lived,  as  he  w  anted  fincerity,  the 
radical  excellence  6f  a  virtuous  mind.  As 
iilan^  profane  expletives,  commonly  called 
MfhsTy  were  intermixed  with  almoft  every 
fenteiicc  he  pronounced,  the  ferious  and 
the  truly  polite  could  not  fail  to  be  difgufted 
at  him ;  he  however  perfevered  in  the  prac- 
tice, becaufe  he  vainly  imagined  it  might 
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pafs  for  wk,   and  give  hiiii  tlie  appearaiice 
of  liianlinefs  and  courage.  . . 

Thefphere  in  tvhicb  he  moved  when  he' 
iirft  fiicceeded  to  his  fortune,  confiftentry 
enough  with  this  vulgar  and  impious  habit 
of  fvvearihg,  was  in  ftables  or  on  betting- 
ftands,  among  grooms,  horfe-dealers,  and 
black  legs.  To  buy,  a  horfe  choap,  land  .'to 
feU  one  dear,  were  tlie  faveairite  objeOs  of 
liis  ambition ;  upon  the  turf  at  New  i\I^ket. 
and  Brighton  he  was  well  known;  and  fome- 
tunes  habited  as  a  complete.  Jockey  the 
Knight  rode  his  own  horfes  for  large  ftakes/ 
It  was  reported  he  had  fought  a  duel,  in 
confequcnce  of  a  quarrel  at  a  billiard  tai>le; 
but  he  did  not  gain  much  credit  to  his  cou- 
rage by  this  rencontre,  as  at  the  firft  fire  of 
his  piftol,  a  circumftance .  rather  ludicrous 
occurred — his  hand  trembled  fo  much,  tiiat 
he  wounded  himfclf  in  the  foot;  and 'the 
fcconds,  fearing  fnnilar  mifchief  in  cale  lie 
repeated  his  fire,  perfuaded  him  to  appcaie 
his  antagonilt,  by  making  him  a  very  ample 
apology. 
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By  the  time  Sir  Lionel  sve^  thirty  years 
of  age,  he  had  fuftained  fo  many  lofles  upon 
tiie  turf,  that  he  found  it  prudent  to  quit 
his  old  affociates,  reduce  his  eftabliihment 
of  horfes  and  fervants,  and  take  lodgings  in 
London.  He  raifed  a  fum  of  ready  money 
by  granting  annuities  upon  his  eftateg,  and 
refolved  to  marry  a  lady,  whofe  fortune 
would  redeem  him  from  the  hands  of  the 
j€»W6.  Common  report,  which  like  a  fnow- 
ball  always  accumulates  in  its  progrefs,  had 
€<Miveyed  to  him  an  exaggerated  account  of 
Colonel  Lorton's  eftate,  he  thought  it  there» 
fcre  would  prove  an  excellent  fpeculation  to 
fecure  Emily  Lorton  as  his  wife. 

To  accompliili  this  objeQ-,  he  determined 
to  (pare  no  pains :  and  rarely  have  ingenuity 
of  contrivance,  and  perfeverancc  in  a  fa* 
tourite  purfuit,  been  more  clofely  united 
than  in  the  whole  career  of  his  inlidiou? 
condud;. 

It  was  one  of  Sir  Lionel's  profligate  opir 
nions,  "  that  gold  could  open  the  way  to 
the   conqueft  of  every   heart,  and  that  no 
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mortal  couM  refift  tlie  inftuenee  of  bribery;" 
provided  H  was  made  to  aflume  a  form, 
and  drefe,  adapted  to  the  wants  and  wHhes 
©f  its  object.  He  had  been  too  fortunate  in 
hvy  applitation  of  tliis  not-ion  to  tlie  fe\fifh  and 
fbixlid  perfens,  among  whom  he  had  chiefjy 
lived,  not  to  be  confideftt  of  its  univerfal  fuc- 
cefs.  He  found,  however,  that  like  an  arrow 
(hot  agairft  a  rock  of  adamant,  his  attack 
in  whatever  mode  dir^tted,  made  f.ktle  or 
fio  wnpreffion  open  a  pure  and  well  principled 
mind. 

lie  fiilpefted,  that  although  Emily  made 
A  very  «^^teel  appe^ance,  her  allowance 
w9«  kifufficient  to  enable  her  to  enter  into 
all  the  felhionable  expenfes  *ftic  wifted :  he 
therefore  bufied  his  ingenmty  to  diffcover 
thofe  articles  of^legafice  and  ornament  ih« 
uaoft  defired,  and  he  flattered  himfetf,  that 
preients  judicionfiy  applied  woirid  be  caught 
at  witli  eagcmei*,  and  infallibly  win  her 
«^6iions. 

She  wiihed  to  go  oeeaConaliy  to  public 
gkces;  he  thtsjrcfere  offered  hor  tickets  foe 
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balls, ,  coacertSj  and  pldys  :  he  :  bf ought 
bracelets,  ear-rings,  and  necklaees  foi*  her 
diorce,  and  at  the  fame  time  pointed  out 
ladies  of  their  acquaintance,  and  made  lier 
acknowledge  .their  beauty  was  heightenecj 
by  thefe  faihionable  ornaments,  that  ilie 
might  think  them  equally  becoming  if  worn 
by.herfelf. 

The  converfation  fometimes  turned  upon 
horfe-exercife.  Emily  adverted  to  the  plea- 
fure  llie  ufed  to  enjoy  in  Cumberland,  where 
riding  on  her  favourite  poney,  flie  traverfed 
the  mountains  with  her  father.  Sir  Lionel 
took  the  hint,  his  horfes  Mere  paraded  in 
the  fquare,  kivkw  of  tlie  ladies.  Emily's 
attention  was  caught  by  a  favourite  Galloway^ 
beautiful  in  colour,  quiet  in  temper,  and 
.perfect  in  all  paces.  Sir  Lionel  took  pains  t© 
inform  Emily,  how  greatly  it  m  as  admired^ 
and  how  much  it  was  worth.  He  firft  tried  to 
raifc  her  wilhes,  and  pretended  he  had  partly 
agreed  to  fell  it  to  a  lady  of  quality j  and 
tlicn  to  excite  an  agreeable  and  flattering  fur- 
prife,  offered  to  make  her  a  prefent  of  it- ,;  ♦ 
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Thefe  offers  Emily  always  mentioned  to 
Mrs.  Wilfon,  as  foon  as  they  were  made, 
and  ilie  accepted  a  trifling  prelent  or  two  of 
a  ticket  for  a  concert,  or  a  little  mufic,  more 
in  conlequence  of  her  encouragement,  and 
the  Knight's  hnportunity,  than  her  own 
wilhes.  Her  daily  increaiing  fcruples  as  to 
the  propriety  of  acceptance  were  confirmed 
by  the  following  incident,^  ..,^,jj^^g  „. 

Sir  Lionel,  who  was  a  pei'fe6i:  Proteus  of 
complaifance,  when  he  found  Emily  was 
fond  of  mufic,  pretended  to  be  its  warmeft 
admirer.  She  complained,  in  his  prefence, 
of  the  badnefs  of  her  harp.  "  That  incon- 
venience," faid  he,  with  his  ufual  fpecious 
addrefs,  "  I  can  eafdy  remove  ;  my  friend 
Lady  C —  has  juft  given  me  the  beft  Erard 
ever  made — it  is  much  at  your  fervice — I 
have  heard  her  Ladyiliip  play  upon  it  a 
liundred  times,  fo  that  I  well  know  its  tone 
to  be  charming,  1  will  fend  it  to  you  to- 
morrow; allow  me  only  to  fee  you  when 
playing,  and  hear  you  accompany  one  of 
your  favourite  airs,  and  I  lhaH,.be  amply  re- 
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paid  for  my  prefeht,  if  it  was  worth  a  hun- 
dred guineas  more  than  it  is." 

Confcious  of  the  compliment,  Emily 
blulhed,  and  with  her  ufual  diflidence  and 
delicacy  declined  the  prefent:  the  next  day 
t  new  and  fplendid  harp  was  brought  by 
a  porter  to  the  houfe,  and  he  had  ftrict 
Orders  to  leave  a  bill  with  it.  This  cir- 
cumftance  appeared  very  ftrange  to  Emily. 
The  bill  was  addreflcd  to  Sir  Lionel,  and 
amounted  to  eighty  guineas.  About  an 
hour  after,  Ihe  received  a  note  from  the 
Knight,  exprefling  a  hope,  that  his  friend 
Lady  C— ^  had  fent  the  harp,  and  that  Emily 
was  pleafed  with  its  elegant  ornaments  and 
fine  tones. 

Fallhood,  to  be,  fucccfsful^  requires  a  dif- 
guife :  if  artifice  does  not  lend  it  a  hand- 
fome  mafk,  its  vifage  of  native  deformity  is 
inftantly  difcovered,  and  it  fails  in  its  power 
of  deception'. 

Sir  Lionel  was  In  this  inftance  off  his 
guard ;  he  had  negle6led  the  proper  pre- 
caution of  fending  the  harp  from  any  place 

to 
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to  ]Mrs.  Wilfon's,  rather  than  from  a  mulic 
fliop,  where  his  fervant  had  ordered  it,  and 
certainly  had  not  ordered  the  bill  to  be  fent 
with  it ;  for  there  was  nothing  of  which  the 
Knisjht  had  a  greater  abhorrence  than  of  a 
bill — except  ©f  the  tradefman  who  brought 
it. 
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A  VERY  Ihort  time  after  Emily  had  fent 
back  the  harp  with  a  polite  note,  another 
ftratagem  was  praclifed,  and  tlie  Knight  and 
his  faithful  ally  Mrs.  Wilfon  flattered  them- 
felves .  with  complete  fuccefs  from  its  exe- 
cution. 

Mrs.  Wilfon,  defirous  to  keep  up  ap- 
pearances, never  introduced  Emily  into  her 
gaming  parties,  except  when  they  confifted 
of  her  moft  genteel  acquaintance.  She  then 
recommended  the  amufements  of  Faro,  Spe- 
culation, or  Vingt  un,  with  remarking,  that 
every  female  who  afpired  to  notice  in  a  fa- 
Ihionable  circle,  indulged  in  a  little  play  of 
this  kind.  One  unfortunate  evening,  Iho 
teized  Emily  fo  much,  at  a  time  when  the 
reft  of  the  company  were  preparing  to  gamble, 
.^ilir^i'Lli  '  '■  and 
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and  when  by  excluding  iierfelf  llie  would 
Jiave  been  a  marked  objeQ;  of  fmgularityj, 
perhaps  of  ridicule,  that  Ihe  was  induced, 
however  reluctantly,  to  comply.  She  played 
at  the  fame  table  with  Mrs.  Wilfon  and  tlie 
Knight,  and  was  at  firji  fuccefsful :  .they 
congratulated  her  on  her  good  fortune,  and 
advifed  her  to  purfue  it :  after  various  turns 
of  chance,  flie  rofe  from  the  table  with  the 
i<?fs  of  a  hundred  guineas  to  tlie  Knight. 
He  pretended  to  treat  the  fum  as  a  mere 
trifle,  and  told  her  with  an  affected  fmile-  of 
complaifancc,  (he  might  fettle  it  whenever 
ihe  pleafed- 

The  next  morning  at  breakfaft,  Mrs.  Wil- 
fon, who  well  knew  how  to  a£l  her  part, 
talked  gravely  to  her  on  the  fubjeO^;  and 
as  it  was  a  debt  of  honour  tried  to  convince 
her,  tlmt  flie  was  under  tlie  greateft  obliga' 
tion  to  the  gaicrous  Knight,  for  not  de- 
manding inftant  payment;  infmuating,  that 
a  lady  ought  to  be  particularly  grateful  to 
ai  gentleman  for  fuch  forbearance. 

In 
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lii  the  c6»tfe  of  the  fame  d*y,  Efn% 
fec^ived  a  note  from  the  Knight,  rtqueft- 
ing  her  iii  cold  and  formal  terms  to  pay  him 
the  money,  dating  as  an  apolog\',  that  a 
fimilar  demand  had  juft  been  made  upon 
him.  On  confulting  IMrs.  Wilfon,  that  lady 
faid,  Ihe  felt  deeply  for  the  Knight's  fituation, 
and  was  forry  it  was  not  in  her  power  to 
relieve  Emily  from  her  embarraffment. 

As  this  laft  proje6t  had  fucceeded  fo  well, 
by  bringing  Emily  into  a  ftate  of  dependancc 
on  Sir  Lionel,  he  iliortly  came  to  a  full  ex- 
planation of  his  wifhes.  He  wrote  her  a 
letter^  offering  her  marriage;  his  expref- 
lions  were  lofty  and  confident,  as  if  he  pre- 
fumed  ihe  could  not  refufe  him. 

This  important  affair  ihe  immediately  com- 
municated to  Mrs.  Wilfon,  and  to  her  no 
fmall  mortification  found  that  lady  a  warm 
advocate  for  the  Knight's  propofal.  The 
fealbn  ihe  had  encouraged  him  in  every 
ftage  of  his  artfiil  condu6l  was,  fhe  had 
hcrfelf  loft  a  very  conliderable  fum  to  him 

at 
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at  play ;  and  as  it  was  not  in  her  power  to 
pay  him,  flie  wiflied  to  preclude  his  folici- 
tations,  for  fome  time  at  lealt,  by  this  bafe 
facriiice  of  the  young  friend,  who  had  been 
placed  under  her  protection,  to  the  wants 
produced  by  her  extravagance. 

Mrs.  Wilfon,  in  her  converfation  with 
Emily  upon  this  fubjeCl,  at  firft  affumed  a 
mild  tone  and  a  conciliating  air:  "  I  am 
happy,"  faid  Ihe,  fmiling,  "  to  congratulate 
you  on  fuch  a  conqueft — the  Knight  is  a 
man  of  family,  fortune,  and  falhion;  you 
cannot  be  infenfibie  to  his  pcrfonal  recom- 
mendations— with  what  grace  he  enters  a 
room,  and  how  well  he  dances !  All  the  girls 
admire  him,  and  any  of  them  would  be 
proud  of  fuch  an  alliance :  conlider,  my 
dear,  the  notice  you  will  attra6t  as  the  Lady 
of  Sir  Lionel,  the  genteel  ftile  in  which  you 
will  live,  and  the  precedence  you  will  be 
entitled  to — but  you  look  giave,  inftead  of 
being  overjoyed  at  this  profpe6l  of  happinefs 
and  high  life — what  obje6tion  can  you  po(^ 
fibly  have  to  fo  eligible  a  profpeQ;.* 

a  If," 
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"  If,"  replied  Emily,  with  fome  hefitation, 
*'  I  do  not  view  Sir  Lionel  in  the  fame  lig;ht 
as  thofe  ladies  who  think  him  fo  agreeable,  I 
may  perhaps  be  cenfured  for  a  want  of  tafte. 
In  my  opinion,  the  nobleft  graces  of  perfon 
can  never  compenfate  the  defecls  of  the  mind. 
That  he  is  handfome  I  allow ;  but  I  cannot 
think  him  amiable ;  for  is  he  not  hafty  in 
his  temper,  and  propliane  in  his  language? 
Is  he  not  very  artful  too  ?  and  that  ho  has  a 
proper  regard  for  truth  I  can  ne\'er  imagine, 
till  I  forget  the  affair  of  the  harp.  Is  fuch 
a  man  iincere  in  his  profeffions,  or  will  he 
be  faithful  to  his  engao-ements  ?  From  the 
haughty  manner  in  which  he  offers  me  his 
hand,  I  am  certain  I  do  not  ftand  very  high 
in  his  efteem ;  and  he  has  been  fmking  lower 
in  my  opinion,  ever  fmce  he  endeavoured, 
by  forcing  his  prefents  upon  me,  to  bribe 
my  affections;  and  has  inveigled  me^ — has 
been  encouraged  to  inveigle  me  into  his 
debt." 

The  tears  that  ftarted  from  her  eyes  as 
flie  pronounced  thefe  laft  words,  were  the 

expreflions 
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expreflions  of  fuch  anguiili  as  only  wound* 
the  breafts  of  thofe,  who  feel  the  keeneft 
fenfe  of  unmerited  injury. 

Mrs.  Wilfon  was  too  much  piqued  by  the 
allufion  conveyed  in  the  word  encouraged^ 
and  too  confcious-  of  deferving  it  not  to  be 
very  highly  incenfed. 

Yet  affeding  to  be  ftately  and  difpaflionate, 
"  Mifs  Lorton,"  faid  fhie,  "  I  believe  I  under- 
ftand  you,  but  I  difdain  to  refute  your  pert 
infniuations,  or  give  myfelf  the  trouble  to 
remove  your  filly  objections  to  an  alli- 
ance, of  which  you,  of  all  the  girls  I  know, 
ought  to  be  moft  proud  ;  but  be  aiTured  of 
this — If  you  are  fo  pcrverfe  as  to  refufe  the 
worthy  Knight's  offer,  he  will  expofe  you 
to  difgrace  and  fliame,  as  you  are  unable 
to  get  out  of  his  debt.  With  regard  to  my- 
felf, depend  upon  me,  I  will  purfue,"  con- 
tinued (lie,  ihaking  her  head,  and  pointing 
her  finger  at  poor  Emily,  as  in  fcom, — "  I 
will  purfue  every  method  to  render  you 
forry  for  your  folly,  and  make  you  feniiblc, 
that    if  you   oppofe   my  wilhes,    you    will 

havo 
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tave  notliing  to  expeSt  but  my  determined 
refentmeiit ;  and  recoUcci  Mifs  Lorton^ — re- 
collect, I  fay — the  effbcls  of  that  refentment 
may  be  extended  to  other  perfons  of  your 
(amily,  as  well  as  to  yourfelf." 

Thus  Ihe  endeavoured  to  frighten  Emily 
into  a  compliance  with  her  will.  The  in- 
folence  and  cruelty  of  the  clofe  of  this 
fpeech  were  aggravated  by  the  frowns  of 
the  fpeaker,  and  her  haughty  air.  Every 
word  gave  a  wound  to  poor  Emily's  mind, 
particularly  the  cruel  infmuation  conveyed 
againft  her  father.  She  was  ready  to  faint 
with  vexation.  She  made  fome  efforts  to 
reply — ineffectual  ones  indeed,  for  fobs  of 
diftrcfs  checked  her  utterance:  could  Ihc 
have  furaraoned  fufficient  courage  Ihe  would 
inftaatly,  have  quitted  the  room,  and  evea 
the  houfe.  Fortunately  for  the  relief  of  her 
tortured  feelings,  Mrs.  Wilfon  retired,  but 
not  without  a  frown  of  indignation,  and  left 
hear- to  her  tears. 

On.  this  trying  occafion,  Emily  found  no 
Tcfour-ce.fo  prompt,  no  balm  ib  foothing  to 

hei 
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her  wounded  mind,  as  writing  to  her  father 
to  inform  him  of  J\lrs.  Wilfon's  conduct, 
and  of  her  debt  to  the  Knight,  with  an 
earneft  requeft  to  take  her  home  immediately. 
She  was,  however,  under  the  neceffity  of 
waiting  fome  time  before  llie  received  an 
anfwer  to  her  letter. 

The  delay  was  caufed  by  the  tardy  pro- 
grefs  of  the  poft ;  the  winter  was  fevere,  the 
roads  were  in  the  worft  ftate  for  travelling, 
and  the  paffes  of  the  northern  mountains 
were  obftrufted  by  deep  fnow.  This  gloomy 
interval  afforded  feope  for  the  exercife  of 
patience,  a  virtue  which  had  its  full  in- 
fluence over  Emily's  mind.  She  neither 
funk  into  fullen  apathy,  nor  was  flie  excited 
by  anger  to  a6ls  of  indifcretion :  flie  was 
neither  fretful  in  the  company  of  I\Irs.  Wil- 
fon,  nor  petulant  to  the  fervants :  over  her 
features  was  thrown  the  expreflion  of  forrow, 
but  not  of  refentmcnt.  To  the  violent  lan- 
guage of  Mrs.  Wilfon  Ihe  either  made  no 
reply,  or  returned  gentle  anfwcrs. 

When 


M'hcn  retired  from  company  fhe  had  leifure 
to  contemplate  the  paft;  flie  law  no  fubjeft  for 
lei t- reproach;  llie  regarded  her  prefent  ftate 
of  fjifieriniT  as  one  of  thofe  unavoidable 
trials  of  temper,  to  which  every  perfon  is 
iiiiblc.  It  was  a  cloud  over  her  head,  which 
poured  down  a  temporary  ftorm ;  but  the 
diftant  profpect  was  bright  and  cheering. 
Her  nieeknefs,  contrafted  with  I^Irs.  Wilfon's 
violence,  difplayed  Emily's  character  in  a 
new  light,  and  proved  her  to  be  influenced 
by  that  "  long-fuftering"  and  "  patient  en- 
durance" of  evil,  which  are  "  the  ornaments 
f)f  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit" — the  diftinguifli- 
ing  graces  of  a  true  Chriftian. 


CHAP. 
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The  fpurns 


1'hat  patient  merit  of  the  unwoftliy  takes. 


At  the  time  this  unpleafant  converfation 
between  Emily  and  Mrs.  W'illbn  took  place, 
Edward  Marriot  came  to  pafs  a  few  days 
with  a  friend  in  London.  Defnous  to  fee 
Emily  in  preference  to  any  object  the  me- 
tropolis held  out  to  attract  him,  he  called  4tt 
Mrs.  Wilfon's,  whore  he  was  fternly  ii>- 
formed  by  the  poller,  who  had  received 
particular  initrucrions  fi*om  his  miftrefs,  that 
the  ladies  were  not  at  home.  Mrs.  M-ilfoh 
had  heard  of  his  attachn)ent  to  Emily,  and 
took  eveiy  method  in  her  power  to  put  an 
end  to  it. 

Wheu 
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When  ihe  was  informed  that  the  Rev. 
Edward  Marriot  had  left  his  card  at  her 
houfe,  Ihe  told  Emily  Ihe  hoped  Ihe  did  not 
care  the  flirt  of  a  fan  for  fuch  a  ruftic,  par- 
ticularly as  llie  could  now  command  the  at- 
tentions of  a  young  man  of  the  firft  iklhion. 
"  I  Ihall  order  my  porter,"  faid  Ihe  fcorn- 
fuUy,  "  to  receive  no  more  of  his  imperti- 
nent cards;  and  I  am  aftoniflied  how  the 
low  bred  fon  of  a  north  country  parfon  can 
dare  to  take  fuch  liberties  with  his  fupe- 
riors — ^but  enough  of  fuch  a  Cumberland 
reptile — Avhy  fliould  I  lay  more  of  one  who 
is  totally  unknown  in  every  cuxle  of  fe- 
Ihion?" 

Yet  notwithftanding  this  averfion  of  Mrs. 
Wilfon  to  Edward,  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  meet  with  Emily  at  the  Opera :  his  plea- 
fure  was  ihort,  and  not  without  a  mixture 
of  mortification:  ftie  was  furrounded  by  a 
large  party,  and  among  them  was  the  Knight, 
praftiling  all  his  addrefs  and  arts  of  conver- 
fation  to  fix  her  attention  upon  himfelf. 

Edward's 
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Edward's  obfervations  upon  the  Opera 
were  fuch  as  may  be  expected  from  a  yooiig 
man,  a  llranger  to  the  refinements  of  the 
fafliionable  Morld,  and  an  enthufiaftic  reader 
of  Sophocles  and  Shakefpeare.  Such  were 
liis  prejudices  in  favour  of  dramatic  pro- 
priety, that  it  ^Tis  difficult  to  make  him  adf 
mire  the  lover  "vvho  courted  his  miftreis  in 
recitative,  or  applaud  the  heroes  who  fougiit 
in  cadences,  and  died  in  bravuras.  He  ob- 
ferved  that  the  audience  attended  little  to 
the  dialogue,  cither  becaufe  there  was  no-i- 
thing  in  it  worth  their  notice,  or  they  did 
not  underftarid  the  Italian  language :  no  one 
expreiled  the  lealb  intereft  in  the  ftory  or 
fate  of  Didone  abtmdonata  ;  the  only  cir-t 
cumftance  which  fufpended  the  chat  of  fome 
of  the  faftiionables,  or  awakened  others  from 
their  ftate  of  torpor  or  apathy,  was  an  air 
fung  by  GralTini,  or  a  dance  performed  by 
Parifot. 

"  What  opmion,"  faid  Edward,  "  am  I 
to  form  of  theh''  tafle,  who  lavifli  that  ap- 
plaufe  upon  dancers,  whieh  is  only  due  to 

fuch 
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fuch  performers  as  a  Siddons,  a  Jordan,  a 
Kemble,  a  Cooke,  and  a  l]annifter,  who  can 
give  life,  fpirit  and  intereft  to  the  bcft  dra- 
matic productions?  Dancing,  I  allow,  is  an 
elegant  accomplifliment ;  but  upon  the  Opera 
ftage  it  lofes  its  inoft  becoming  graces,  for 
tliere  agility  of  motion  borders  upon  diftor- 
tion  of  limbs,  and  the  loofe  and  fcanty  attire 
of  the  Corps  de  Ballet  fets  modefty  at  defi- 
ance. In  lliort,  the  whole  fyftem  of  the 
Opera  feems  to  me  to  be  a  fplendid  bur- 
lefque  of  theatrical  reprefentation ;  there  is 
nothing  in  it  to  inftru6l  the  head,  or  to  inte- 
reft the  heart.  It  is  an  exotic  not  worth 
tranfplanting  into  an  Englilh  foil;  it  may 
fuit  the  fqueamifli  tafte  of  the  enervated 
and  degenjerate  Italians  ;  but  it  is  as  meagre 
and  unfubftantial  food  for  Britifli  minds,  as 
macaroni  and  olives  are  for  our  bodies." 

Edward  found  with  difficulty  an  opportu- 
nity of  afl'uring  Emily  how  much  he  had  la- 
mented his  long  abfence  from  her,  and  that 
ever  fmce  his  arrival  in  London  he  had  made 
every  effort  to  fee  her.      Her  looks  fuffici- 

ently 
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cntly  convinced  him,  ibe  was  not  inclined  to 
doubt  bis  afl'ertionS' — flie  would  have  been 
happy  to  converie  with  him  more ;  but  this 
was  out  of  her  power;  the  tattling  of  the 
party  was  inceflant,  the  Knight  perfevered 
in  his  attentions  to  Emily,  Mrs.  Wiifon 
fronncd  and  looked  difdainfully  upon  Ed* 
Mard,  and  williing  to  prevent  his  farther  (?on- 
verfation,  hurried  a^vay  her  party  from  the 
Opera  tlie  moment  the  ballet  was  con- 
cluded. 

On  Edward's  return  to  his  friend's  houfe, 
he  found  a  letter  from  his  father  upon  a  very 
important  fubje6t  He  informed  him  that 
he  liad  been  fortunate  enough  to  procure  for 
him  the  appointment  of  chaplain  to  a  line 
of  battle  Ihip,  which  was  ordered  to  join 
the  fleet  of  Lord  Keith,  then  going  to  fail  to 
the  coaft  of  Egypt.  In  this  letter  his  father 
hinted  in  affectionate  terms. that  there  was 
an  abfolute  necefllity  for  him  to  provide  for 
himfelf  by  this  method,  the  only  one  in  his 
power  to  command,  and  that  he  had  ex- 
•    vor.  ir.  K  haufted 
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haufted  all  his  little  ftock  of  intereft  to  ob- 
tain the  appointment. 

The  concluding  words  of  his  letter  were 
particularly  impreirivc.  "  As,"  faid  Dr. 
Mai'riot,  "  the  light  of  my  eyes  begins  to 
fail  me,  I  may  foon  find  it  neceifary  to  give 
up  my  Ichool,  and  perhaps  the  fcrvicc  of 
my  church.  Will  not  my  beloved  Edward 
therefore  be  happy  to  place  himfelf  in  a 
fituation,  where  he  may  render  nie  fuch  af- 
fiftance,  as,  from  the  fcanty  pittance  of  my 
hardly-earned  income,  I  have  fupplied  to 
kim  for  the  completion  of  his  education  at 
the  univerfity," 

Tears  of  alFcftion  flowed  down  Edward  s 
cheeks  when  he  perufed  thefe  words,  and 
his  immediate  anfwer  conveyed  an  aflurance 
at  once  prompt  and  poiitive,  that  compliance 
with  his;  father's  requeft  was  the  moil  ardent 
object  of  his  defures. 


CHAP. 
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Love  ftrives  to  bind  me  in  his  rofy  wreathes ; 

But  Duty  calls  rhe  with  imperious  voice, 

To  go  where  Glory  leads  the  rugged  way; 

Shall  I  then  Gnk  into  the  lap  of  Eafe, 

Forgetful  of  the  lore,  that  Wifdora  taught  me  ? 

Or  be  the  noble  vidlor  of  myfelf, 

And  triumph  o'er  temptation  ?-^ — ^  A, 


When  the  time  of  the  departure  of  Ed- 
ward approached,  one  melancholy  thought, 
more  than  ail  others,  damped  his  ardour  for 
the  voyage.  He  was  going  to  quit  his  na- 
tive country,  perhaps  tor  ever,  and  was  he 
to  leave  it  without  bidding  adieu  to  Emily  ? 
The  idea  wounded  him  with  fuch  keennefs, 
that  it  was  infupportable :  he  haftened  there* 
fore  t6  Mrfr.  Wilfori's,  and  when  he  cam* 
K  2  there, 
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there,  he  obferved  her  carriage  ftandiilg  at 
the  door,  and  the  coachman  informed  him, 
that  he  was  waiting  for  the  ladies.  With  a 
quickly  palpitating  heart  he  entered  the  vef- 
tibule;  for  the  door  was  open,  as  if  the 
ladies  were  juft  coming  out. 

Emily  herfelf  made  her  appearance.  She 
was  dreffed  with  her  ufual  tafte  and  limpli- 
city,  and  looked  with  an  air  of  penfivenefs, 
that  gave  a  peculiar  intereit  to  the  angelic 
expreffion  of  her  face.  With  an  airy  ftep 
Ihe  came  gliding  forward. — W^hen  llie  firft 
faw  Edward,  ilie  vras  ftartled,  and  furprize, 
mixed  with  joy,  fparkled  in  her  eyes.  Ed- 
ward, delighted  at  a  meeting  as  deftrable  as 
fortunate,  fprung  forward,  and  clafping  both 
her  hands — "  O  Mifs  Lorton,"  faid.he,  "  par- 
tlftn  my  intrufion,  and  grant  me,  I  conjure 
•you,  by  that  benevolence  which  ever  reigns 
in  your  .bolbm,  a  few  minutes  conv^rlktion 
in.  private."  '^vs^;! 

She  looked  confent,  and  he  hajided  her 

into, the  .next  rppm.  ..His  heart  was  too  full 

merely,  to  confine-  himfelf  to  the   propofod 

;  _  farewell; 
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farewell ;  it  overflowed  in  his  ardent  ex- 
preflions ;  the  time,  the  place,  her  engaging 
manner,  feemcd  all  propitious  to  his  wiflies, 
and  he  made  a  full  declaration  of  his  paffion. 
His  voice  indeed  often  faultered,  and  his 
fentences  were  broken  and  incomplete,  but 
fuch  is  the  nature  and  fuch  is  the  eloquence 
of  love. 

"  I  forgot,"  continued  he,  "  alas  I  forgot 
the  intended  object  of  my  vifit  to  you  :  I  am 
going" — "  into  Cumberland,  I  fuppofe,"  in- 
terrupted Emily  with  a  figh,  and  a  look  of 
tender  concern,  "  to  fee  your  father." — "  I 
am  going,"  refumed  Edward,  "  to  quit  Lon- 
don— to  quit  England — and  perhaps  Ihall 
never,  never,   fee  you  more!" 

On  his  pronouncing  thefe  laft  words,  in  a 
pathetic  and  tremulous  tone,  Ihe  turned  pale, 
and  he  led  her  fainting  to  a  fopha.  On  his 
ringing  the  bell  violently,  a  fervant  came 
and  brought  a  glafs  of  water,  and  Edward 
held  it  to  her  pallid  lips.  While  he  was 
thus  engaged,  Mrs.  W^ilfon  burft  into  the 
room;   like  a  demon  of  rage  Ihe  ftormed, 

and 
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and  ^ccufed  Edward  ot"  un  intention  to  rob 
her  houfc,  and  carry  off  Emily  by  force. 
Slightly  did  he  regard  her  vociferations,  for 
Emily,  in  her  prefent  diftrefs,  Avas  fo  deeply 
Viterelting,  as  to  feem  tlie  only  perfon  in  the 
world  deferying  his  attention  :  he  hung  over 
her  Avith  tendernefs,  as  Ihe  reclined  upon 
the  fopha,  and  foothed  her  witJi  the  fv.eetelt 
]5landilliments,  like  the  zephyr  of  the  fpring 
fanning  tlie  fragrant  and  newly-blown  violet. 

The  unfeeling  Mrs.  Wilfon,  regardlefs  of 
Jlmily's  fufferings  and  tears,  hurried  her  into 
the  carfiage,  and  ordered  the  coachman,  on 
pain  of  her  fevereft  difpleafure,  to  drive  witU 
ail  poiTible  fpeed. 

"  And  fhail  1  not  behold  you  once  more!" 
<?x  claimed  Edward ;  "  will  you  not  beftow 
one  mofe  look  upon  him,  who  will  enjoy 
that  delight,  perhaps  for  the  laft  time!" 
Scaixely  ha4  he  p^ronounced  thefe  words, 
when  he  faw  her  graceful  form  bending 
fi'om  the  carriage  window ;  thrice  Ihe  waved 
and  killed  her  hand,  and  threw  a  glance  toi 
^vards  him,  which  he  caught  with  capture  j 
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it  Mas  the  cordial  that  revived  his  finiiiag 
fpirits,  or  rather  the  ray  that  Ihot  a  vivid 
light  acrolk  the  gloom  of  his  defpondency. 
Mrs.  Wilfon,  more  enraged  witli  Einilv  than 
ever,  for  this  marked  attention  to  Edward, 
drew  up  the  window  in  a  rage,  and  th*  dif- 
confoiate  Ixlward  looked  alter  the  carriage 
with  eager  eyes,  till  it  was  loft  in  the  dif- 
tance. 

In  a  ftatc  of  moft  painful  agitation  he  re* 
turned  to  his  lodguigs.  His  mind  refembled 
a  velllel  tolled  upon  a  ftormy  fea,  agitated  by 
M  inds  oppofed  to  the  tide.  Love  and  Duty 
contended  for  tlie  empire  over  his  afib6tiorks, 
and  it  was  for  fomc  time  uncertain  which 
of  thefe  potent  rivals  would  gain  the  af- 
cendancy. 

"  Shall  I  yield,"  faid  EdMard,  « to  the 
influence  of  my  ardent  attachment  to  the 
molt  amiable  of  her  lex,  and  Ihall  I  not  re- 
linquilh  at  once  my  new  appointment,  and 
endeavour  to  gain  my  fair  one's  confent  to 
a  clandeftine  marriage?  What  a  fcene  of  de- 
light does  the  profpeft  of  fuch  an  event  open 

to 
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to  me !  What  heavenly  joy  lliould  I  expe- 
rience to  call  Emily  mine!  Yet  let  me 
paufe — and  confider  whether  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  will  have  the  fanQ:ion  of  Realbn,  or  is 
merely  the  fond  fuggeftion  of  Self-love : 
what  if  fuch  happinefs  muit  be  purchafed 
at  the  expcnfe  of  principle?  Is  inclination 
to  be  allowed  to  predominate  in  my  mind, 
and  to  trample  upon  the  claims  of  Dutyy 
and  the  facred  obligation  of  a  promt fc  ?  Can 
I  be  deaf  to  the  calls  of  an  affectionate 
fether,  who  has  fubmitted  to  many  a  fevere 
privation  of  comfort  to  fupply  me  with 
luxuries?  Shall  I  aggravate  the  forrows  and 
the  infirmities  of  his  declining  health  by 
refiftance  to  his  advice,  and  halten  his  de- 
fcent  in  forrow,  perhaps  in  penury,  to  the 
grave  ?" 

For  a  moment  he  paufed— his  mind  was 
torn  by  contending  pafTions;  his  agitation 
•was  violent,  but  not  lafting :  he  llied  fome 
bitter  tears,  Reafon  regained  her  empire, 
and  h©  refumed  his  expoftulation. 

"  And 
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"  Aiici  fUould  Emily  confent  to  be  mine, 
fliall  I  not  expofe  her  to  the  difpleafure.  of 
her  high  Ipirited  father,  incenfed  as  he  wilt 
be-by  her  union  with  one,  whom  he  thiniks. 
will  tarnilh  the  luftre  of  his  antient  family  ? 
What  a  deplorable  proof  fliall  I  give  of  nvy- 
affeftion,  to  make  the  object  of  it  thus  mi^ 
ferable!  Can  I  therefore  cherilh  the  thou<{ht 
of  purchafing  my  own  enjoyment  at  the  price 
of  the  accumulated  pain  of  thofe  I  love  and 
honour?  Reafon  aaid  Religion  command  me; 
to  relift  fuch  a  temptation;  and  fevere  as 
are  their  injunctions,  they  Jh ail  be  obeyed. 
My  Emily !  accept  my  fighs  and  my  tears, 
as  a  tribute  of  my  ardent  and  unalterable 
attachment.  And  O  my  father,  I  haften 
where  you  point  the  way,  in  confidence,  in 
firmeil  confidence,  that  my  obedience,  pur- 
chafed  at  the  price  of  my  heart's  moft  be- 
loved defires,  will  be  acceptable  in  the  fight 
of  Heaven,  and  of  thee !" 

This  triumph  of  duty  over  love  was  the 
more  noble  and  meritorious,  becaufe  Ed- 
ward had  no  friend  whofe  advice  he  could 

aik— 
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aflc — no  congenial  bofom  into  which  he 
could  pour  his  fonows — no  other  judgment 
to  afiiit  liis  decifion,  and  confirm  his  pur- 
pofe.  His  determination  Iprang  from  his 
own  unafiHted  mind:  fearful,  however,  leil 
his  once-formed  rcfolution  fnould  tail  him, 
if  he  lingered  too  long  in  Loixlon,  he  obeved 
the  fummons  of  the  captain,  and  went  im- 
mediately on-board  his  Ihip,  juftly  thinking 
that  flight  from  a  fcene  of  fuch  attraction  is 
the  only  method  of  fccurity. 


CHAP. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


•Young  Alonzo 


Pafs'tl  not  his  days  on  one  fequcfter'd  fpot, 
rix'd  like  a  plant,  and  rooted  in  the  earth  ; 
But  fail'd  o'er  Itormy  feas  to  foreign  climes, 
There  did  he  read  in  Lite's  inftriiAive  volume, 
The  manners,  virtues,  follies  of  mankind.         A. 


1 H  E  %vind  was  fair  for  the  voyage,  the  an- 
chor was  weighed,  the  fails  M'ere  fet,  and  the 
fhip  impelled  by  the  gale  purfued  her  fteady 
courfe.  As  the  white  cliffs  of  England  gra- 
dually difappeared,  Edward  endeavoured  to 
divert  his  attention  from  the  melancholy 
thoughts  of  the  friends  he  had  left  behind, 
by  mixing  in  converfation  with  the  Captain 
and  his  Officers,  and  was  not  a  little  amufed 
\v  ith  obfcrving  the  rough  merriment  and  jo- 
cularity 
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cularity  of  the  failors,  who  thus  befruilcd 
and  fbftened  their  laborious  occupations. 
The  thoughts  of  his  fepai'atiqn-  from  Emily 
too  often  occurred  to  his  mind  to  render  his 
tranquilHty  in  any  degree  complete,  and 
nothing  reconciled  him  to  his  abfence  more, 
or  fo  gently  fanned  the  flame  of  his  cheeked 
but  ftill  lively  paflion,  as  the  hope  of  hearing 
frequently  from  her. 

The  Captain  of  the  ihip,  whofe  name  was 
W^^illis,  was  one  of  that  defcription  which 
does  honour  to  the  Britifh  Navy.  To  fay 
}ie  was  generous,  candid^  and  fmcere,  is.  only 
to  attribute  to  him  thofe  qualities  which  are 
infeparable  from  fuch  tme  courage  as  he 
always  difplayed  in  the  hour  of  danger. 
His  elteem  for  Dr.  iMarriot,  whofe  pupil  he 
had  formerly  been  for  a  fliort  time,  induced 
Jiim  to  pay  great  attention  to  Edward :  he 
made  hira  his  conftant  afibciate,  and  con- 
tributed much,  both  by  his  example  and 
advice,  to  give  efficacy  to  the  religious  in- 
ftru6tions  which  Edward,  as  his  Chaplain, 
communicated  to  the  fhip's  company.     Air 

thougli 
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though  he  .ftriftly  forbade  all  prophane 
fwearing,  no  failors  in  the  Britilh  Navy  had 
a  greater  refpe^t  for  then'  Captain, .  or.  were 
under  better  command,  than  his  own.  He 
had  a  tafte  for  reading,  and  :wa3  particularly 
fond  of  fuch  books,  as  related  toiclaffical  aa- 
tiquities. 

So  pleafed  was  Edward  witli  the  Captain's 
kind  and  unreferved  behaviour,  that  it  en- 
couraged him  to  make  him  his  coniidaDt. 
Edward  foufid  the  greateft  relief  .ia.diA 
clofmg  tO'  him  all  tlie  particulars  of  his  at- 
tachment to  Emily :  the  Captain  commended 
him  for  his  refolution  in  complying  with  his 
father's  requeft,  and  tried  to  difpel  the  gloom 
that  hung  over  his  fpirits  at  firft  by  an  en- 
deavour to  rally  him  on  his  attachment  to 
Emily ;  but  finding  that  Edward  was  not  to 
be  treated  jocularly  upon  a  fubjeft  fo  dear  to 
his  heart,  he  with  much  addrefs  directed 
the  converfation  to  topics  more  congenial 
with  his  turn  of  mind,  and  favourite  Itudies. 

"  I  am  feparated  from  all  my  friends," 
faid   Edward    to    Captain  Wallis,   as   they 

were 
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were  walking  upon  the  quarter  deck,  and 
faw  nothing  but  the  wide  expanfe  of  the 
ocean  around,  and  the  dark  clouds  rolling 
above  them,—"  I  am  now  going  I  can 
hardly  tell  whither,  an  outcalt  from  my 
country,  deprived  of  almoft  all  the  pleafures 
of  life.  My  mind  is  like  the  fca  I  behold, 
lometimes  ftupidly  calm,  or  wildly  agitated ; 
the  fair  weather  of  happincfs  is  gone ;  and 
I  fear  all  my  future  life  will  be  the  fport  of 
ftorms  and  tempefts." 

"  I  am  concerned,"  faid  Captain  Wallis, 
"  to  hear  you  thus  complain  ■  as "  I  ftiould 
have  expeftcd  the  expreffions  of  firm  refo* 
lution  rathci'  than  unmanly  defpondency 
from  the  fon  of  Dr.  Harriot.  But  '  O,  this 
love,  this  love!'  how  blind  and  infenfible 
does  it  make  a  man  to  every  thing  but  it- 
felf.  If  one  fource  of  your  fancied  enjoy- 
ments be  cut  off,  you  ought  to  be  thankful, 
that  others  are  ftill  within  your  reach. 
Take  courage,  and  roufe  your  fpirits — a  new 
fcene  of  pleafiire  will  foon  open  upon  you : 
as  you  are  fo  great  an  admirer  of  th^ 
$  claffics 


Clitffics  and  facred  Writers,  how  happy  will 
you  be  to  verify  their  defcriptions,  and  illuf- 
trate  their  beauties  in  the  very  places  that 
gave  them  birth,  upon  the  beautiful  Ihores 
©f  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  The  countries 
we  Ihall  vifit  are  Italy,  Greece,  Egypt,  and 
Paleftine :  What  fublime  ideas  do  they  ex* 
cite ;  what  fcenes  of  glory,  what  triumphs  of 
courage,  what  flights  of  genius  do  they  bring 
to  my  mind.  In  thofe  elaflical  regions  we 
may  awaken  the  moft  lively  remembrance  of 
the  moft  renowned  perfons  the  world  ever 
liivv.  And  as  you  are  eager  to  gratify  a 
liberal  fpirit  of  inquiry,  and  wilh  to  increafe 
your  knowledge  of  the  world  by  extenlive 
obfervation,  how  highly  pleafed  will  you  be 
to  ftudy  the  diverfities  of  human  chara6lers, 
and  manners  not  only  in  Europe,  but  in 
Afia  and  Africa  too :  roufe  therefore  from 
your  lethargy^  and  improve,  by  the  full  ex- 
ercife  of  your  mind>  tliofe  opportunities  foF 
pleafure  and  inftru6lion  which  will  be  afforded 
to  you  by  our  voyage." 

"  The 
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"  The  rpirit  with  which  you  enter,"  faid 
Edward,  "  into  iubjefts  (o  endeared  to  my 
mind  by  the  whole  courfe  of  my  education, 
gives  yoQ  a  new  claim  to  my  efteem  and 
feiendlhip.  How  creditable  is  it  to  the 
Britilli  Navy,  when  an  officer  can,  like  you, 
combine  the  attainments  and  tafte  of  a  fcho- 
Jar  Avith  the  courage  and  Ikill  of  a  failor,  and 
ican  make  every  coaft  an  objefl;  of  rational 
jf>quiry  and  improvement.' 

As  the  wind  continued  fair,  they  ftayed 
only  long  enough  at  Gibraltar  to  give  Ed- 
ward an  opportunity  of  furveying  that  im- 
pregnable fortrefs.  They  foon  after  reached 
the  bay  of  Aboukir  on  the  coaft  of  Egypt, 
where  they  found  the  Britifli  fleet,  under  the' 
command  of  Lord  Keith,  lately  arrived  from 
the  bay  of  Marmorice. 
.  Glorious  was  tiie  day,  the  8th  of  March, 
1801,  to  the  Britiih  heroes,  who  effefted  a 
landing  upon  the  fhore  of  Egjpt,  in  defiance 
of  an  oppofmg  French  army;  and  fuch  an 
enterprize  could  not  fail  to  be  deeply  jiW 
terefting  to  thofe  who  were  fpeclators  of  it. 

Standing 
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Standing  upon  the  deck  of  his  ihip,  at  the 
dawn  of  day,  Edward  faw  the  rockets  fired 
Jis  the  fignal  for  tire  army  of  General  Aber- 
cromby  to  quit  their  veffels.  He  faw  thfe 
Britilh  troops  man  the  boats  and  launches, 
and  the  failors  row  them  with  undaunted 
fpirit  and  unflackened  arms,  although  ex-^ 
poled  to  the  inceffant  fire  of  the  French 
army.  The  Britiih  troops  drove  the  enem^ 
from  his  ftrong  pofitions — Ihort  was  the  conf- 
flict,  but  fignal  the  viftory-^the  happy  omen 
of  greater  fuccefs. 

No  triumphs  of  our  arms  wiere  ever  more 
complete,  either  by  fea  or  land,  than  thofe 
achieved  in  the  bay  of  Aboukir  by  the  invin- 
cible Nelfon,  and  on  the  plains  of  Egypt  by 
Abercromby  and  Hutchinfon.  The  honouf" 
and  moderation  which  our  army  difplayed  in 
Egypt,  ftrongly  contrafted  as  they  were 
with  the  rapine  and  robberies  of  the  French, 
gave  the  various  inhabitants  of  that  country, 
the  Egyptians,  the  Arabs,  and  the  Turks,  as 
exalted  notions  of  Britiih  gencrofity  as  of* 
Britifh  valour. 

VOL*  II.  L  As 
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As  often  as  his  duty  allowed  him  leifure, 
Edward  went  on  ihore  to  furvey  and  ex- 
an^ine  whateyer  was  curious  in  Egypt,  a 
country  renowned  from  the  earlieft  ages  a^ 
the  parent  of  thofc  arts  and  fciences,  which 
fucceffively  adorned  Greece  and  Rome,  and 
are  iww  cultivated  in  all  polillied  nations. 

At  tlie  fight  of  Pompey's  pillar,  oi  the 
enormous  fragment  of  the  Sphinx,  and  other 
monunjents  of  antient  art,  hi&  thoughts  were 
naturally  carried  back  into  paft  age&.  The 
city  of  Alexandria  brought  to  his  remem- 
brance the  genius  of  its  enlightened  founder, 
Alexander  the  Great,  the  conqueror  of  tlie 
Eaft,  who  eaufed  this  vaft  city  to  rife  amid 
the  fandy  defert,  and  employed  the  fpoils 
of  viftory  for  the  promotion  of  commerce. 
Here  the  Ptolemies,  the  antient  Kings  of 
Eg^'pt,  called  the  arts  and  fciences  around 
them,  and  co^llefiled  the  fcattered  productions 
•of  literature  in  the  nobleft  library  in  the 
world.  Near  thefe  Ihores,  Marc  Antony, 
the  enamoured  flave  of  the  beautiful  Cleo- 
patra,   contended  with    Oclavius    for    the 

Roman- 
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Ronian  empire,  and  taught  mankind  by  hii 
defeat  and  death,  the  danger  of  growing  for-* 
getfui  of  the  calls  of  duty,  and  oi  linking 
into  the  arms  of  voliiptuoufnefs.    vfcb'v    -•-•) 

The  Nile,  rolling  its  amjjie  flood  through 
the  midft  of  Egypt,  ftrongly  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  the  young  traveller,  as  it  is  th^ 
moft  extraordinary  river  in  the  known  world. 
It  rifes  in  the  mountains  of  Abyffinia,  from 
wlience,  fwelled  by  torrents  of  rain,  it  runs 
into  Egypt,  and  regularly  every  year  over- 
flows a  vaft  traO:  of  that  level  country. 
The  flinic  it  leaves  behind,  when  the  water 
fubfides,  is  the  richeft  manure  of  its  banks. 
Slips  of  cultivated  land  adorn  its  borders, 
rice  is  fown,  and  the  crop  is  reaped  in 
four  months  in  lower  Egypt,  and  tliere  the 
traveller  beholds  the  profpe6t  of  flowers, 
fruit,  and  corn,  flouriihing  throughout  the 
year. 

Edward  vifited  Grand  Cairo,  thb  metio- 

polis  of  Egypt.     It  confifts  of  a  ftrange  af- 

femblage  of  Turkiih  mofqucs  arid  mud  cot- 

L  2  tages, 
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tages,  formed  into  irregular  ftreets.  Not 
far  diftant  the  pyramids,  rifmg  majeltic  amid 
yaft  plains  of  land,  like  rocks  emerging  froin 
the  widely  fpread  and  level  furface  of  the 
fea,  ftruck  him  with  aftoniftiment.  The 
largeft  is  between  five  and  fix  hundred  feet 
high :  to  give  a  familiar  idea  of  the  wide 
fpace  it  fills,  it  would  exaftly  Hand  in  the 
area  of  Lincoln's-inn  Fields.  All  the  py- 
ramids are  compofed  of  vail  blocks  of  gra- 
nite, and  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  erefted 
not  lefs  than  thirty  centuries  ago.  Thefe 
oldefi;  monuments  of  human  labour  kno^vn  to 
cxift,  Hill  defy  the  ravages  of  time.  Edward 
thought  it  moft  probable,  that  they  were 
built  for  the  purpofe  Herodotus  the  moft 
antient  of  Grecian  hiftorians  mentions,  and 
were  defigned  for  tombs  to  contain  the  em- 
balmed bodies  of  the  Egyptian  kings. 

As  he  was  travelling  with  fome  officers  to 
Alexandria,  the  converfation  happened  to 
turn  upon  that  extraordinary  phenomenon, 
which  the  French  call  the  mirage.     It  is  an 

appearance, 
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appearance,  which  gives  to  the  diftant  plains- 
of  fand  the  exaQ;  refemblance  of  a  large  iUeeti 
of  water.  !oiB:3ihi 

"  I  am  inclined,"  laid  a  young  officer,-^ 
"  to  treat  the  French  account  of  this  mirage 
as  a  kind  of  Gafconade,  merely  intended  to 
excite  aftoniihment,  and  not  founded  oir 
faO;."  "  You  had  better  not  decide  too 
peremptorily,"  laid  Edward,  "  as  our  own 
experience  is  continually  convincing  us; 
that  all  travellers  are  not  dealers-  in  ro-: 
mance." 

The  event  foon  juftified  his  candid  obfer- 
vation,  as  they  continued  their  march  to- 
wards Alexandria.  The  fun  was  (hining 
with  remarkable  fplendour,  its  beams  played 
upon  the  diftant  fands,  and  the  vivid  re- 
fle6lion  dazzled  their  eyes.  "  How  far,'* 
inquired  fome  of  the  party,  "  is  it  to  yonder 
city?"  "  About  two  hours  journey,"  was 
the  anfwer  of  the  Arabian  guides.  "  That 
muft  be  a  miftake,"  faid  the  fceptical  officer ; 
*'  for  in  front  of  us  is  a  large  lake,  and  its 
waters  arc  fo  extenfive,  we  muft  take  a  con- 

fiderable 
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fideralplfe  circuit  round  ita  fliore^,  before  we. 
can  reach,  the.  place.  How  beautiful  is  tliq 
refleftion  of  the  towers,  fpires,  minarets,  and 
palm  tr^es  of  Alexandria  upon  its  Ihining 
fi^rfece.  I  {t6  them-  all  refle8;ed  thera-as 
cleai'Jy  a&.  they  would  appear  in  an.  im-? 
menfe  looking  glafs/'  "  You  ai'e  deceived,."- 
fajd  the.  guide,  imilii^s  '•  w«  know  by  ex- 
perience, and  you  will  fooa  be  convinced,_ 
that  the.  phantoms  Avill  vanifli,  as  you  £^p-. 
preach  them." 

Such  proved  to  be  the  cafe.  The.  wateg 
was  imaginary,  the  wide  wafte  of  fand  was 
r^mly  ancj;  the  party,  reached  tlip  pjage.pre? 
piihiv  at  the  time  mentioned  by  tlie  guides. 


CHAP- 


f 


CHAPTER  XXVL 


Yet  oft  a  figh  prevails,  and  furrows^  fall,. 

To  fee  the  hoard  of  human  blifs.  fo  falal] ; 

And  oft  I  wifti  amid  thefe  fcenes  to- find 

Some  fpot,  to  real  happinefs  confign'd  ;^ 

Where  my  worn  foul,  each  \Vanderirig'Hi)pi/a<!^r^  - 

Miay  gather  blifs,  to-fee  my  fellows  blefti 

GOLDSMIT^H^S  T«AV£L>2JER. 


"  MV'defTre  ir'veiy 'gt^ail!;^--fkid'E^WW 
tb  Captain  Wallis,  "  to  explofe  the  nidi^^ 
diftant  banks  of  the  Nile :  I  have  read  much 
of  the  warlike  and  hofpitable  chara6ber  of 
the  B^douinB,  or  Arab  tribes,  who  ftill  pre- 
ftrve  the  exaft  manners,  cuftoms,  and  in- 
dependence of  their  moft  remote  anceftbrs, 
and  live  a  roving  life ;  and  I  with  to  be  an 
cye-witnefs  of  all  I  have  heard  of  a  people  io 
interefting.'* 

"  Your 
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"  Your  curiofity  is  very  natural,"  replied 
the  Captain ;  '*  but  it  may  be  hazardous  to 
indulge  it.  The  Mamlouks,  the  Lords  of 
Egypt,  and  i  the  Buddoos,  or  wild  ban- 
ditti of  the  mountains,  are  in  a  ftate  of 
almoft  continual  war  with  the  Bedouins, 
and  you  mayexpofe  yourfelf  to  their  fero- 
city and  violfehce;  if,' however,  you  are  re- 
folved  to  purfue  fuch  an  adventure,  I  will 
give  you  leave  of  abfcnce;  you  may  take 
your  paflage  on  board  one  of  the  light  rice 
veiiels,  now  ready  to  fail  up  the  Nile;  I 
will  give  you  a  letter  of  recommendation  to 
Abul  Mohammed,  the  principal  Sheik  or 
Chieftain,  lately  arrived  in  tlie  diftri6t  of 
Banute,  and  your  knowledge  of  the  Arabic 
language,  and  a  few  prefcnts,  will  fecure  yqu 
a  hofpitable  reception  from  him." 

Edward  was  overjoyed  at  this  propofal, 
he  changed  his  drefs  for  the  eaftern  coltume 
fo  neceffary  for  the  fake  of  coolnefs,  as  the 
loofe  and  flowing  garments  of  the  Arabs  are 
well  adapted  to  their  torrid  climate,  and  the 
numerous  folds  of  the  muflin  turban  are  the 

beft 
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beft  defeace  againft  the  burning  rays  of  ths 
llin.  :  :  •    )■  ; 

Attended  by  :a''fervant,  who  underftood 
Arabic,  and  accompanied  by  an  Indian 
Fakeer,  wlio  was  on  his  return  from  Cairo, 
where  he  had  been  on  a  religious  penance, 
he  embarked:  the  veflel  under  an  ealy  fail 
glided  up  the  river;  verdant  meadows  ad«rned ' 
its  banks  witli  fcattered  groves  of  date,  and 
other  fruit  trees  of  luxuriant  foliage.  The 
Captain  of  the  velTel  was  talkative  to  his 
palTengers;  whom  he  wilhed  to  furprize  and 
pleafe  with  his.  account  of  the,  natural  cu- 
riofiljes  of  tlje  country:  he  defcribed  ther 
(^(trich,  the  largeft  of  birds,  which  he  had 
Ihot  in  the  deferts.  He  had  feen  in  the  Nile," 
a,  hippopotamus,  or  river  horfe,  that  mea- 
fured  twelve  feet  in  length,  and  its  fkin  wat 
fo  hai'd  as  to.  refift  a  mufquet-ball ;  and  he 
had  heard  of  an  enormous  crocodile  killed 
by  an  Egyptian  of  Rofetta ;  in  its  body  were 
found  the  gold  rings  and  ornaments  of  a 
girl  devoured  by  the  monfter,  as  ilie  was  in* 
cautioully  bathing  in  the  river. 

At 
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r  At  the«nd  of  a  few  days  Edward  and  his 
party  landed,  and  conducted  by  the  faithful 
Fakeer,  tliey  made  a  toilfome  journey  over 
the  dufty  plain.  The  fun  unclouded  Ihonc 
wath  a  burning  heat,  the  winds  blew  hot 
from  the  defert,  and  theip  march  over  the* 
Ibofe  fands  was  painful  to  their  feverifli- 
&ct  There  were  no  tiees,  under  whofe 
nefi-eihing,  ihade  they  could  repofe  them- 
felves,  no  ftreams  at  which  they  could:  ' 
quench  their  exceffive  thirft :  worn  out  with 
tatigue,  and*  almoft  fainting  with  relaxation^ 
they  had'  the  pleafure  at  length  to  difcern 
the  white  tents  of  Abul  Mohammed.  They 
were,  fpread  over  the  flope  of  a  hill,  and 
their  fituation  was  determined  by  a  ftream 
©f  chryftal  water  that  gufhed  from  a  rock 
vith  a  loud  andrefreihing  murmur,  a  luxury 
to  the  eye,  the  ear,  and  the  lips,  only  to  be 
juftly  valued  by  the  parched,  travellers  of  this 
hot  climate.  The  white  tents  \vere  fpread 
over  the  declivity  in  regular  order,  the  pa- 
vilion of  the.  Sheik  was  in  the  center  of  tho 
front  line,  and  he  was  reclining  at  the  en- 

,     trance. 


EMILY.  ISS. 

trance,  to  enjoy  the  cool  breeze  of  the' 
evening. 

Abul  Mohammed  was  between  fifty  andt 
fixty  years  of  age,  his  air  was  noble,  hi*' 
figures  tall,  his  eyes  bright,  and  his  comn 
ple^lion  tawQy;  his  buihy  and  filver  beard] 
flowed  over  his  breaft,  his  crimfon  turban 
fparkied  with  jewels,  he  wore  a  fcimitar  and 
a  dagger  by  his  fide^  and  in  his  hand  he  held 
a  hookah  or  long  pipe.  In  his  converfation 
he  was  flow,  concife,  and  grave  ;  he  fome- 
times  indulged  a  fmile,  but  rarely  was  fec» 
to  laugh. 

r';. Edward  approached  him  with  refpect,  and 
prefented  his  letter  of  recommendation.  As 
foon  as  he  had  read  it,  he  courteoufly  bowed, 
and  led  him  into  the  front  divifion  of  the 
tent,  where  they  partook  the  refrefliment  of 
IMocha  coffee,  Iherbet,  cakes  of  unleavened 
bread,  delicious  raifins  of  the  fun,  dried  date», 
and  figs. 

"  Thus  admitted^"  faid  the  Sheik,  "  to 
the  table  of  a  fon  of  Iflimael,  you  are  en- 
titled to  his  protection  and  hofpitality,   as 

long 
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long  as  you  pleafe  >  to  (lay.  Againft  the  • 
luxurious  Turks  of  the  caravans,  and  the 
flbrocious  banditti  of  the  mountains,  \ve  bran- 
4ifli  our  fcimitarsj  and  hurl  our  fpears; 
but  the  inoffenfive  traveller,  who  eats  our 
bread,  we  welcome  with  joy,  and  difmifs  with 
bleffmgs  and  prefents." 

The  next  morning  he  ihowed  Edward  his 
fine  Arabian  horfes,  fleet  as  the  wind,  and 
gentle ;as  lambs;  and  the  hai'dy  and  patient 
camels,  ufed  to  convey  his  houfehold,  tents,- 
and  baggage. 

Although  Edward  faid  every  thing  to  give 
the  Sheik  an  exalted  opinion  of  the  Englifli 
chara6ler,  he  was  diffident  when  fpeaking  of 
himfelf:  But  the  Fakeer  was  loud  in  his 
praife,  and  among  other  eminent  qualities, 
for  which  he  commended  the  young  En- 
glifhman,  he  informed  tlie  Sheik,  that  he^ 
was  ikilled  in  medicine.  He  had  indeed 
paid  fome  attention  both  to  its  theory  and 
•practice,  in  the  courfe  of  his  voyage. 

This  intelligence  pleafed  the  Sheik  in  the 
higheft  degree,  and  pi'ocured  for  Edward  an 
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introduction  to  the  ladies  of  his  family, 
which  otherwife  he  could  not  have  obt 
tained.  M-t 

"  Engliihman,"  faid  the  Sheik,  "  your 
iiberal  curiolity  and  unreferved  confidence, 
dilplayed  by  this  vifit,  excite  my  higheft  ve- 
Ipecl  for  your  character.  The  truly  ge- 
nerous are  always  humane,  I  want  tlie  af- 
fiftance  which  you  can  afford :  Fatima,  my 
beloved  wife,  alks  your  medical  Ikill :  may 
Allah  give  his  bleffuig  to  your  endeavours  to 
remove  her  fever,  a  malady  too  common  in 
our  fultry  climate  f 

At  the  back  part  of  the  tent  was  a  fuite 
of  rooms  appropriated  to  females :  thither 
the  Sheik  condufted  Edward.  They  entered 
an  apartment  where  Perfian  carpets,  and 
crimibn  fophas  and  culhions,  formed  the  fur- 
niture. Three  ladies,  Fatima  and  her  two 
daughters  Zelia  and  Selima,  fbon  entered 
from  an  inner  room :  their  draperies  were 
full  and  flowing,  they  were  veiled,  but  not 
clofely,  their  veils  were  divided,  and  joined 
by  clafps  of  gold,  (o  that  their  foreheads 

and 
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and  eyes  could  be  fecn :  the  mother  only 
fpoke,  and  Ihe  bowed  her  liead  with  grateful 
dignity,  when  Edward  ailbred  her  he  would 
endeavour  to  remove  her  fever. 

By  the  judicious  application  of  fome  Pe- 
ruvian bark  he  had  brought  with  him,  he 
Succeeded.  The  expreffions  of  gratitude  ut- 
tered by  his  patient  were  ardent  and  fm- 
cere ;  ihe  often  made  him  her  gueft  to 
drink  coffee  with  her  and  her  daughters,  and 
tiiey  foon  welcomed  him  without  referve. 
•  As  a  proof  of  tlie  Sheik's  confidence  and 
their  favour,  the  ladies  appeared  unveiled ; 
Fatima  was  extremely  handfome,  her  air  was 
noble,  and  her  manners  elegant ;  but  what 
was  the  mother  compared  with  the  eldeft 
daughter!  ZeUa  was  in  the  bloom  of  her 
charms,  her  face  was  exquifitely  beautiful, 
her  dark  eyes  languifhed  with  tendernefs,  and 
her  form  was  a  perfe6l  model  of  female 
proportion.  She  wore  a  rob^  of  the  fineft 
mullin,  over  which  was  gracefully  thrown  a 
blue  Ihawl,  her  necklace  was  of  emeralds, 
and  her  bracelets  of  rubies.     She  fat  gently 

cooling 


cooling  herfelf  with  a  fan  ^iiatk  of  the  gay 
feathers  of  various  birds ;  her  dark  hai^;, 
paired  in  front,  waved  jjgi  ringlets  .on  hejr 
flvouWeis,  and  the  fluili  ditHifed  ovei'  hcT 
cheeks  by  the  warmth  of  tlxe  feafon,  realize^ 
to  Edw  ard  the  iiigheft  defci"ij>tiott  of  beauty 
given  by  the  Arabian  romancers  or  the  Per- 
^n  poet&. 

Edward,  attentive  to  the  cufi:oms  of  tlie 
Eaft,  produced  his  prefeats.  To  tlie  Sheik 
he  gave  a  handfome  pah'  of  piftols,  a  tele- 
fcope,  and  a  printed  copy  of  the  Koran.  Tp 
tlie  ladies  he  prefcnted  a  fine  piece  of  India 
chintz,  ibme  Irnall  looking-glalies,  and  gold 
rings.  They  were  courteoully  accepted,  but 
were  wholly  unneccllary  to  lecure  the  affec- 
tion and  the  gratitude  of  his  initerelting  hoft 
and  his  family.  The  Sheik  offered  many  va- 
luable prefents  in  return ;  but  he  acceptett 
©nly  a  labre  of  the  tempered  ftcel  of  Da- 
mafcus,  ibme  beautiful  fpecimens  of  the 
porphyry  of  Coffeir ;  and  the  ladies  gave  hin> 
a  box  of  perfumes,  fome  oftricli  feathers, 
and  a  firing  of  pearls. 

I  They 
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They  fometimes  made  exctirfions  to  tim 
weftem  hills,  where  they  enjoyed  the  fineil 
profpefts  the  country  afforded.  There  they 
could  fee  the  Nile  rolling  its  wide  fpread  flood 
aa^iid  fields  of  rice,  and  clumps  of  ftately  and 
ever  verdant  palm  trees  fringing  its  banks; 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  azure  river,  the  pyra- 
mids appeared  at  different  diftances,  and 
the  vaft  expanfe  of  lands  was  bounded  by 
the  city  and  the  ftony  mountains  of  Cairo. 

In  glowing  language,  and  in  an  animated 
manner,  the  Sheik  converfed  with  Edwatd 
on  various  fubje6ts.  He  gloried  in  the  ho^ 
fiour  of  his  defcent  from  the  great  patriarch 
Abraham,  and  he  fpoke  of  his  nation  never 
debafed  by  intermixture  with  foreigners-, 
and  never  degraded  by  fervitude.  "  Our 
tribes,'*  faid  he,  "  have  always  maintained 
the  nioft  complete  independence,  in  antient 
times,  againft  the  attacks  of  the  Peiiians, 
the  Sultans  of  Egypt,  and  the  Emperors  of 
Rome ;  and  more  recently  againft  the  tierce 
Mamlouks  and  the  cruel  Turks.  In  the 
middle  ages,  the  faireft  portions  of  Africa, 
9  Alia, 
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Alia,  and  Europe,  were  fubdued  by  out 
arms,  and  enlightened  by  our  literature  and 
fcience ;  and  the  renown  of  Saladin  the 
viftor  of  the  Eaft,  and  of  Al  Rafched,  the 
Caliph  of  Bagdad,  refounds  throughout  the 
world.  Independence,  courage,  patience, 
and  temperance  are  the  virtues  of  which  the 
fons  of  Ilhmael  boaft ;  and  his  daughters, 
fair  as  the  rofes  of  Damafcus,  excel  in  mo- 
defty  and  good  fenfe." 

"  What  a  contraft,'*  faid  Edward  to  the 
Sheik,  "  to  the  noble  and  warlike  chara6ler 
of  your  tribes  do  the  native  inhabitants  of 
Egypt  prefent !  You  difdain  to  bend  under 
the  yoke  of  valTalage  or  fervitudc,  but  they 
fubmit,  like  beafts  of  burthen,  to  the  op- 
prefiion  and  fcourge  of  their  Turkilh  tyrants. 
Of  all  I  ever  faw,  none  are  more  timid, 
none  more  debafed  than  thefe  people  :  they 
are  funk  in  the  loweft  ftate  of  ignorance ; 
unknown  to  them  is  the  ufe  of  the  lyre  in- 
vented at  Thebes,  where  now  upon  the 
tombs  of  its  Kings  are  to  be  feen  varioua 
elegant  tbims   of  that    inftrument.      They 
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cannot  explain  to  us  the  hieroglyphics,  or 
antient  language  of  the  prielts,  inlcribed 
upon  the  mugniticcnt  tomb  of  Alexander  the 
Great,  found  at  Rofetta,  and  now  in  the 
poifcffion  of  our  victorious  Britilh  Army. 
The  ftrt  of  etnbalming  the  dead,  and  pre- 
ferving  them  as  mummies  for  fo  many  ages, 
and  the  mode  by  which  the  ponderous  ftoneg 
thy,t  compoie  the  lofty  pyramids  were  vuifed 
to  fo  great  an  elevation,  are  fecrets  to  them 
as  well  as  to  us.  Time  has  thrown  his 
tb.ickcft  fhades  around  many  arts  of  their 
ingenious  anceftors;  Ave  have  not  the  powei', 
and  their  defcendants  have  not  even  the  in- 
clination  to  penetrate  them."  ' 

"  What  leffons  of  inftruclion  may  we 
derive  from  a  furvey  of  the  antient  monu- 
ments of  this  country,"  obferved  the  Arabian 
Chieftain  !  "  They  are  calculated  to  hmn- 
ble  the  pride,  which  is  too  apt  to  accom- 
pany acquirements  in  knowledge,  for  they 
lliow  how  limited  are  tlie  grcateft  attain- 
ments. Certain  it  is,  that  the  antients  were 
acquainted  with  many  fubjccls,  of  which 
9  the 


the  moderns  are  ighbraiii,  and  alihough  you 
inform  me  that  the  Europeans  bodft  of  the 
fuperiority  of  this  enlightened  age  over  all 
the  times  paft,  is  it  not  a  queftion,  whether 
they  have  not  rathef  exchanged  one  pr6vinc6 
of  knowledge  for  another,  than  enlarged  its 
general  empire?" 

*'  -5b  far  jhalt  thou  goj"  faid  Edward^ 
"  and  no  farther y  and  here  Jhall  thy  proud 
waves  be  fiayed^  is  a  law  impofed  by  the 
great  Creator  upon  the  ocean,  and  the  know- 
ledge of  mankind  feems  to  be  circumfcribed 
by  fimilar  limits." 

"  I  alfo  have  received  a  leflbn  of  ufeful 
inftru6tion,"  faid  the  Sheik,  "  to  reprels  the 
fpirit  of  vain  fpeculation  and  fruitlefs  cu- 
riofity,  from  the  antient  infcription  found 
in  the  temple  of  liis,  at  Sais,  in  Upper 
Egypt  Ifis,  you  may  recolle6l,  was  woi- 
fliipped  as  tlie  tutelary  goddefs  of  all  this 
country,  and  was  fuppofed  to  reprefent  uni- 
verfal  nature,  whofe  effects  are  evident,  and 
whofe  productions  are  eiTential  to  the  well 
being  of  man ;  but  whofe  laws  and  modes 
M  S  of 
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of  operation  arc  infcrutable  by  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  his  iinderftanding.  In  the  dark 
receffes  of  her  temple,  the  goddefs  fat 
clothed  in  drapery,  which  concealed  her 
from  head  to  foot,  and  there  flie  uttered 
thefe  mytterious  words — I  am  what(rv€?\  i^y 
or  has  been,  but  no  mortal  has  ever  taken  off 
my  reil" 
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The  noble  youth  who  bends  to  Virtue's  fway, 

Unerring  walks,  where'er  (he  leads  the  way  ; 

lie  liftcns  not  to  Pleafure's  magic  ftrain. 

And  even  Beauty  pleads  her  caufe  in  vain.  A.' 


In  a  ftile  of  peculiar  elegance  the  ladies 
converfed  on  the  grandeur  and  extent  of  tlie 
furrounding  profpe6ts,  and  they  talked  of 
the  blooming  gardens  of  Rolfetta,  and  the 
Crowded  ftreets  of  Grand  Cairo.  They  were 
hot  unacquainted  with  the  events  of  paft 
ages,  or  the  leffons  of  antient  wifdom,  for 
thefe  topics  they  had  ftudied  in  their  native 
poets,  who  are  at  once  the  hiftorians  and 
the  moral ifts  of  the  Eaft.  Zclia  had  read 
the  works  of  the  Pai-fian  Hafez,  the  Odes  of 

Sayib, 
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Sayib,  and  the  Guliftan,  or  Garden  of  Rofeby 
by  the  celebrated  Sadi. 

They  all  heard  Edward  talk  of  England 
with  pleafiire,  and  the  fubje6t;  \vas  the  more 
impreflive  from  the  recent  renown  acquired 
by  Britifh  heroes  at  Aboukir,  at  Alexandria, 
and  at  Rhamanieh.  He  told  them  of  the 
friends  to  whom  he  was  connected  by  the 
ties  of  duty  and  gratitude- — he  mentioned 
Captain  Wallis,  to  whofe  kindnefs  he  was 
indebted  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  fociety ; 
nor  did  he  fail  ofteu  to  mention  his  father  at 
his  far  diftant  home,  fmking  under  the  infir- 
rnities  of  ag^. 

"  Young  man,'*  faid  the  Sheik,  "  your  heart 
feenjs  as  warm  as  your  head  is  found,  and 
3{pur  mind  is  cultivated.  I  know  not  to  what 
fafpinating  power  you  are  indebted,  perhaps 
tp  that  by  which  the  Egyptians  charm  the 
ferper)t ;  but  I  feel  a  ftrong  affection  for  you, 
and  know  not  ^ith  what  fortitude  I  fliall 
^ar  tb^  moment  o£  f^p^ation,  \yhen  the 
tirf^eoi  your  departure  comes." 
■^"     '-'  As 
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As  he  prohounce<i  th^fc  lalt  words,  a  tear 
trickle  ckloMii  the  cheek  of  Zelia,  tlie  fymptom 
of  an  attachment  to  Edward  Ihe  had  for  fome 
time  cheriilied :  his  perfbii,  his  manners,  liis 
converfatioir,  had  made  a  deep  impreffion 
upon  her  young  and  tender  heart.     As  ilie 
had  heard  Edward  talk  of  tlie  happy  free- 
dom enjoyed  by  the  ladies  of  England,  Iho' 
became  more  impatient  than  ever  of  ca^rn 
continement ;   and  wiihed  him  to  put-  it  in 
her  power  to  efcape  from  its  contiiiliaiiice. 
Her  love  v\  as  too  ardent  to  be  extinguiflied 
by   the   fuggeftions   of  prudence,    and   too 
ftrong  to  bear  concealment  from  its  object. 
Deluding  herfelf  with  tiie  fond  hope  tlidt  Ihil? 
was  dear  to  Edward,    and  appreheilfive  of 
his  fpeedy  departure,  ftie  fent  hitn  a  letter*, 
in  which  ihe  propofed  to  accompajiy  him  as 
his  M'ife  to  Aboukir,    and'  from  theilfc(}"  fa 
England. 

He  Mas  at  firft  embain'a^red  and  diftreflbd ;. 
blind  to  her  beauty,  and  irifenfible  of  Hfcr 
tendernefs,  he  could  not  be ;  y^t  h^  refolved' 
not  to  take  the  flighteft  advantage  of  her 

indifcree 


168  EMILY. 

indifcrcct  propofal :  he  returned  an  anfwer 
in  kind  and  grateful  terms,  and  exprefled 
his  deep  concern,  that  it  was  intirely  out  of 
liis  power  to  accept  her  flattering  overture. 

As  is  cuftomary  in  Egypt,  the  daughters 
of  the  foldiers  in  the  camp  danced  upon  tlic 
green  in  the  front  of  the  tent  to  amufe  the 
Sheik  and  his    family.      Thefe   girls   were 
comely  in  their  perfons,  and  graceful  in  their 
movements ;  but  to  Zelia,  finking  under  the 
effe6ts  of  her  levere  difappointment,  the  fight 
which  before  had  always  plcafed  her,  parti- 
cularly fince  the  arrival  of  Edward,  no  longer 
gave     her    any   pleafure.       She    fat   alone 
under  a   date    tree,   refting  her  head  pen- 
fively  on  her  hand,  regardlefs  of  her  mother 
and  fifter,  who  went  to  her,  and  in  vain  en- 
deavoured to  excite  her  to  cheerfulnefs.     As 
foon  as  the  dancing  was  over,  flic  retired  to 
her  apartment,  feized  her  guitar  in  a  tranf- 
port  of  enthufiafm,  and  indulging  the  wild 
fallies  of  her  empaflioned  thoughts,  thus  ex- 
prefled to  a  melancholy  and  varied  air,  the 

feelings 
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feelings  of  untutored  nature,  and  the  refent- 
ment  of  unrequited  love. 


Begin,  my  warbling  lyre, 
A  fadly  plcafiiig  ftrain ; 
Your  melody  may  foothe, 
But  cannot  cure  my  pain. 

II. 

From  Britain's  didant  ifle 
The  noble  ftranger  came ; 
His  fweet  delutive  fmile 
Awakes  my  tender  flame, 

III. 

Hard  as  his  native  rocks, 
Cold  as  his  northern  Ikies, 
He  heeds  not  Zelia's  words, 
Nor  eloquence  of  eyes. 

JV. 

Thus  oil  the  chryftal  ftream 
The  golden  fun-beams  beat. 
It  fparkles  in  the  ray. 
But  feels  not  genial  heat. 

V.  Say 
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Say  docs  your  vagrant  though.5 
O'er  Ocean's  bolom  roam ; 
To  feck  a  rival  nyinpli, 
Wlio  fighs  for  yt)tt.at  home  ? 

Can  Britam's  daughter  fhrnc 
With  half  an  Arab's  grace; 
Is  her's  the  eagle  eye 
Is  her's  the  angel  face  ? 

VII. 

Her  cheeks  of  fickly  hue 
No  crimfon  tints  difclofe. 
As  well  the  lily  pale 
May  emulate  the  rofe. 


Defcrtcr  of  the  fair, 
The  pathlefs  defort  rove,. 
And  may  a  ferpcnt  there, 
^levenge  i»y  flighted  Ic^ve  I 

IX. 

Or  (hould  thy  angry  Fate 
More  venom'd  fliafts  defign, 
O  may  it  pierce  thy  heart 
With  pangs  as  keen  as  mine ! 


The 
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The  fcouts  of  the  Sheik  foon  after  brought 
intelligence  to  the  camp,  that  they  had  feen 
the  print  of  many  horfes'  feet  in  tlic  fands, 
which  denoted  the  advance  of  their  deter- 
mined enemies,  the  cruel  Mamlouks.  In 
the  evening  a  meflenger,  almoft  breathlefe 
uithhafte,  announced  their  nearer  approach; 
over  the  diftant  plains  lie  had  feen  tlieir  fci- 
raitars  glitter,  and  tlieir  colours  wave  in  the 
wind. 

The  Sheik  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to 
perfaade  liis  foldiers  to  wait  their  approach, 
but  as  they  feared  the  fuperior  number  of 
theur  enemies,  tlicy  refolved  on  flight.  He 
well  knew  if  he  remained  upon  the  fpot 
where  he  then  was,  and  was  taken  prifoncr, 
he  Ihould  be  condemned  to  lofe  his  head; 
and  he  alfo  was  apprehenfive  tliat  his  wife 
and  daughters,  if  taken  prifoners,  would  be 
expofed  to  the  infults  of  the  lawlefs  con- 
querors. 

Stimulated  by  this  fear  more  than  any 
other,  he  abandoned  his  tents,  camels,  and 
furniture;  and  accompanied  only  by  his  fa- 

f    mily, 
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iiiily,  EdMard,  and  the  P'akeer,  he  retreated 
two  days  journey  along  the  banks  of  the 
Nile.  ''^''    - 

"  Noble  ftrarigef,^'  laitl  lie  to  Edward,  in 
a  mournful  tone,  and  w  ith  a  deep  figh,  "  no- . 
thing  afflifts  me  more  than  that  neceflity 
now  urges  our  reparation.  To  all  that 
paiTed  between  you  and  my  daughter  I  am 
no  ftranger :  your  honourable  conduft  in 
not  taking  advantage  of  her  attachment  to 
you  demands  my  gratitude,  even  more  than 
your  reftoring  my  beloved  Eatima  to  health. 
Zelia,  the  object  of  my  pity,  muft  be  a  vic- 
tim to  puniHunont But  I  have  not  time 

to  enlarge  upon  the  painful  fubje6t  ;  we 
muft  inltantly  take  meulures  for  our  fafety, 
which  will  lead  us  different  ways:  you  muft 
follow  the  winding  banks  ot^  the  river;  at 
the  village,  which  is  only  two  days  journey 
from  hence,  you  may  find  a  vcli'el  to  convey 
you  back  to  your  friends.  I  muft  endea- 
vour to  reach  the  diftant  fountains  of  El 
Arifch,  where  the  braveft  troops  of  my  tribe 
are  encamped :  be  not  too  folicitous  for  our 

fafety ; 
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lafety;  our  enemit^s  may  purfue,  but  tiiey 
\\  ill  not  find  us ;  know  n  to  inc  only  are  tiie 
intricate  pail'es  of  the  mountains,  and  tlic 
fecret  watersj  of  the  burning  defert.  If  rafli- 
nefs  or  revenge  lliould  prompt  theui  to  pur- 
itie  us  far  fi'om  hence,  they  will  fall  a  prey 
to  thirlt,  to  hunger,  and  fatigue.  You  liave 
iliared  my  bounty  in  the  hour  of  }>lenty,  and 
now  you  niuit  be  contented  to  take  tiie  por- 
tion uiy  fcanty  means  can  fupply." 

Saying  thefc  words  he  divided  his  bread, 
his  meat,  and  his  water  with  Edward — . 
*'  Go,"  continued  he,  "  and  tell  your  va- 
liant counti-ymen,  tiiat  although  fortune  is 
precarious,  the  charafter  of  our  nation  is. 
tlie  iUme:  otir  independence  is  unbroken, 
and  oui-  hofpitality  continues  the  uninter- 
rupted pride  of  our  race;  like  our  great 
anceftor  Abralmm  I  have  exerciied  it  to 
you,  who  came  as  the  Angel  of  health  to 
my  tent.  May  the  blefling  of  Allah  guide 
you  to  your  native  Ihore,  and  may  your  fa- 
ther rejoice  in  the  embraces  of  his  Ion !" 

Tear* 


f 
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Tears  flowed  from  all  at  parting  t  I^dwafd 
kilTed  the  hands  of  the  Sheik  and  of  th^ 
ladies ;  their  gliftening  eyes  fpoke  their  fe» 
cret  anguilh,  and  were  tixed  mournfully 
upon  him  ;  Zelia  reclined  her  head,  and 
concealed  her  face  •  her  gentle  bofoni  was 
torn  with  anguiih,  partly  reliilting  from  the 
diftrefs  of  the  flight, — and  more  from  in* 
dignation  at  her  flighted  beauty. 

Edward  haftencd  away,  and  reached  his 
iliip  at  the  end  of  a  few  days.  lie  told  the 
Captain  of  his  adventure,  and  often  did  he 
afterwards  breathe  a  figh  of  tender  concernj 
and  as  often  he  congratulated  hlmfclf  on  his 
honourable  condu6t,  when  he  pictured  to 
his  fancy  the  white  tents  of  Banute,  the 
noble  Abul  Mohammed,  the  grateful  Fa- 
tima,  and  the  beautiful  and  enamoured 
Zelia. 


CHAP. 


CHAR  xxviri. 


O  what  authority  and  Hiow  of  truth 
Can  cunning  Sin  cover  itfclf  withal ! 


Ah  that  Deceit  iliouW  ft<"al  fuch  gentle  fliapes. 
And  with  a  virtuous  vizor  hide  deep  Vice  ! 

Shakespeaue. 


1  HE  incidents  of  the  ftory  make  it  necef- 
fury  for  the  reader  to  return  to  Emily,  and 
to  notice  what  was  pafiing  in  London  at  the 
time  when  Edward  was  purfiiing  his  adven- 
tures in  Egypt,  ami  behaving  in  the  honour- 
able manner  before  defcribed. 

Sir  Lionel  Wager  difappointed  in  his  va- 
rious attempts  to  fecurc  Emily,  was  for  fome 
time  difconcerted,  and  at  a  lofs  what  plim 
to  purfue.  lie  could  not  bear  the  thoughts 
of  flopping  ihort  in  a  chafe  when  its  object 
M  as  fo  delirable ;  and  his  vanity  was  piqued, 

for 
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for  he  could  not  endure  the  reflexion,  that 
a  man  of  his  experience  and  ingenuity  Ihould 
be  baffled  by  Emily,  a  limple  girl,  who,  com- 
pared with  hmifelf,  had  feen  nothing  of  tlic 
world. 

fie  confulted  Mrs.  Wilfon,  and  made  no 
fcruplc  to  avow  tliat  he  was  now  reduced  to 
one  projeQ; — that  was  to  carry  oif  Emily, 
and  marry  her;  but  although  he  did  not 
want  Mrs.  Wilfon's  afliftance  for  the  exe- 
cution of  this  plan,  he  declared  he  willicd 
by  no  means  to  proceed  to  it,  as  llie  had 
always  taken  a  lively  part  in  his  intereft, 
without  her  confent  and  approbation. 

INIrs.  Willbn  difapproved  of  his  propofal ; 
although  llie  was  ready  upon  all  occalions  to 
tcikQ  a  Ihare  in  fchemes  of  intrigue,  and  Ihe 
liked  particularly  any  plan  of  match-making 
that  was  connected  with  her  own  intereft, 
yet  llic  Mas  always  beft  pleafed  w ith  thofe 
of  her  own  contrivance ;  ihe  thorefore  cen- 
furcd  the  Knight,  not  indeed  in  any  very 
fevere  terms,  as  Ihe  recollcCled  how  much 
fhe  was  in  his  debt,  and  then  fuggelted  ano- 
ther 
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ther  iciieme  of  the  fame  bafe  and  dillionour- 
able  kind. 

"  You  do  not  know,"  faid  Ihe,  "  the  ftub- 
bornnefs  of  Emily's  temper  fo  well  as  1  do. 
As  long  as  Ihe  fuppofes  Edwaid  Harriot  to 
be  living,  you  m  ill  never  gain  her  confent  to 
marry  you.  If  you  have  a  real  inclination 
to  fucceed  with  her,  you  mull  make  me 
your  guide,  and  I  will  lead  you  to  victory. 
What  think  you,  Sir  Knight,  of  making  her 
believe  that  Edward  Harriot  is  dead?  If 
we  can  once  get  her  to  think  fo,  flie  will  be 
glad  to  liilen  to  your  propofals,  and  the 
proud  and  obftinate  girl,  with  all  her  63^- 
peclances,  will  be  your's." 

"  Excellent  indeed,"  exclaimed  Sir  Lionel, 
"  is  this  plan !  it  lliows  the  fuperior  genius 
of  the  contriver,  but  how  can  we  carry  it 
into  execution  ?" 

Paufmg  for  a  moment,  Hrs.  Wilfon  con- 
tinued. "  Nothing  can  be  eafier;  a  letter 
ftiall  be  written  to  old  Harriot,  to  inform 
him  his  fon  died  in  Egypt  of  tlie  plague,  op 
any  other  diforder  you  pleafe. ' 

VOL.  II.  N  "  Admi- 
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"  Admirable  again,"  faid  Sir  Lionet 
"  The  old  Doctor  will  inform  the  Colonel, 
and  he  will  communicate  the  news  to  his 
daughter,  and  then  *  venom  to  thy  work,* 
as  Macbeth  lays  in  the  play ;  I  will  begin 
a  new  liege,  and  as  I  could  not  win  the 
plai:e  by  bribery,  I  hope  to  make  it  fur- 
render  at  difcretion.  But  ftop,  let  me  con- 
fider  a  little,  before  we  proceed  to  a6l;— 
fhall  I  not  be  expofed  to  forae  unpleafant 
confequences  from  the  Colonel  and  Mar- 
riot?" 

"  What  a  coward  you  ape,"  faid  Mrs. 
Wilfon,  "  when  you  have  in  reality  nothing 
to  fear !  If  you  gain  Emily  for  your  -wife,  it 
is  not  at  all  probable  that  the  Colonel  will 
be  inclined  to  avenge  himfelf  upon  his  fon- 
in-law — ^no — he  loves  his  daughter  too  well 
for  tliat: — and  if  Marriot  Ihould  ever  re- 
turn, which  is  very  doubtful,  however  fu- 
yiofo  the  parfon  may  be  for  the  lofs  of  the 
girl,  his  cloth,  you  know,  will  fecure  you 
fr<WH  U  challenge." 

The 
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The  plan  was  adopted ;  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Marriot,  purporting  to  come  from  the  Purfer 
gf  the  Ihip,  was  written  by  Sir  Lionel's  valet, 
who  was  his  convenient  fcribe  upon  many 
other  occafions  as  well  as  this ;  it  announced 
the  death  of  Mr.  Edward  Marriot,  foon  after 
he  reached  Aboukir  Bay. 

Dr.  Marriot  received  this  letter  on  his 
return  from  vifitiiig  fome  lick  perfons  in  his 
village.  He  was  ftruck  to  tiie  heart  by  the 
fudden  and  melancholy  tidings ;  yet  he  foon 
recovered  from  exceffive  grief.  He  felt  as 
a  father,  but  bore  his  lols  as  became  a 
Chriltian.  To  alleviate  his  forrow,  and  find 
confolation,  he  went  immediately,  and  com- 
municated what  he  had  heard  to  the  Colonel. 
They  mingled  their  forrows,  which  were  dif" 
fufive,  for  the  whole  village  and  neighbour^ 
hood  mourned  the  fuppofed  lofs  of  their  fa- 
vourite youth ;  grief  was  depicted  on  every 
face,  and  was  cxpreffed  by  every  tongue ; 
for  never  fmce  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lorton  had 
fuch  a  cloud  of  dejc6lion  overfpread  th^ 
country. 

N  S  This 
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This  ftratagem  to. delude  tlie  innocent  and 
,unfufpe6\ing  Emily,  and  extend  unhappinefs 
through  a  whole  neighbourhood,  -was  worthy 
of  the  I'elliJh  fpirit  and  diabolical  contrivance 
of  two  gamblers ! 

To  prepare  Emily  for  the  impending  ftorm. 
and  break  a  little  of  its  force,  Mrs.  Wilfon 
began  a  converfation  with  her  upon  the  fub- 
je6t  of  Edward : — "  I  obferve,"  faid  ihe, 
"  in  the  newfpaper  of  this  morning  many 
remarks  relative  to  Egypt — a  propos — have 
you  ever  heard  any  thing  of  that  young  man 
Marriot  iince  he  went  there?"—"  It  is  fo 
-long,"  faid  Emily  with  a  figh,  "  that  I  can- 
not tell  what  is  become  of  him/' — "  Well," 
faid  Mrs.  Wilfon,  "  now  he  is  at  fuch  a 
diftance,  I  dare  affu'm  he  has  forgot  you, 
and  fo  the  fooner  you  forget  him  the  better. 
IJy  this  time  perhaps  his  forrow  for  run- 
ning away  froin  his  native  country  is  likely 
to  be  at  an  end ;  for  I  am  told  the  climate 
of  Egypt  is  remarkably  unwholefome.  I 
•fuppofe  if  you  were  to  hear  he  had  cemght 
the  ophthalmia,  or  was  buried  in  one  of  the 
-    -  ■  pyramids, 
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pyramids,  we  fliould  have  fine  crying — 
Would  you,  if  fuch  a  thing  was  to  happen, 
be  ridiculous  enough  to  make  yourfelf 
wretched  ?" 

"  I  cannot  tell,"  faid  Eniily,  endeavouring 
to  check  her  rifing  emotions ;  "  but  whatever 
may  happen  to  him,  or  to  any  of  my  friends, 
I  hope  I  iliall  bear  my  misfortunes  with  pa-» 
tience."  ' 

Soon  after  a  letter  was  brought  from 
Colonel  Lorton  to  Emily,  fealed  with  black 
wax :  ftie  received  it  as  flie  was  dreffing  to 
go  to  a  party.  < 

The  black  feal  ftruck  her  eye  with  alarm, 
buton  reco'gnifing"  her  father's  haiid-writing, 
flie  was  more  corapofod.  When  (he  came 
to  thefe  expreflionS — -It  13  zt:ith  gi^eat  cou" 
ccrn  I  inform  you  that  Dr:  Mar  riot  has 
received  advice  of  the  death  of  poor  Ed- 
ivard— the  words  feemed  to  fwim  before  her 
eyes,  the  letter  dropped  from  her  hand,  and 
(lie  fell  back  fainting  in  her  chair. 

On  waking  as  from  a  dream  (he  found 
herfelf  in  bed,  where  the  fervants  had  con- 
veyed 
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veyed  her.  Mrs.  Wilfon  foon  made  her  ap- 
pearance, pretending  ignorance  of  all  ili« 
knew  too  well.  Emily  told  her  with  uti- 
fufpefting  franknefs,  that  her  illnefs  was  tlie 
conleqiience  of  a  letter  from  her  father,  which 
file  might  read  if  ihe  pleafed.  After  Mrs. 
Wilfon  had  done  fo,  "  My  dear,"  faid  Ihe 
with  afl'e^ked  tendemefs,  "  as  your  father  i$ 
well,  you  have  no  real  caufe  to  be  grieved  i 
as  for  this  poor  young  man,  did  I  not  tell 
you  how  probable  it  was  fomfcthing  unhappy 
Trould  befe.1  him — but,  as  you  have  juftly 
obferved,  we  muft  try  to  bear  fuch  events 
with  patience." 

Emily  had  no  fufpidon  of  a  Ib'atagem,  of 
which  Ihe  could  not  conceive  any  perfons 
eapabfe  but  the  mcft  deceitful  and  aban- 
doned of  mankind.  This  information  ftruck 
her  with  poignant  grief :  the  rofes  on 
her  cheeis  began  to  fe.de;  ihe  had  little 
fleep,  and  lefs  appetite ;  long  fits  of  abfence 
continued  wliile  {he  was  in  company,  as  Ihe 
tevolved  the  lofs  of  Edward ;  and  whenever 
t±ie  fervants,  or  the  unfeeling  Mi-s.  Wilfon, 

interrupted 
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interrupted  tlie  folitude  Ihe  courted,   they 
found  her  in  tears. 

This  trying  occafion,  however,  proved  that 
the  fruits  of  her  education  were  coming  to 
maturity,  and  flie  ihowed  the  benefits  ftie 
Iiad  derived  from  the  principles  her  father 
had  been  ever  anxious  to  inculcate.  There 
was  indeed  an  elafticity  in  her  mind,  which 
foon  rofe  againft  the  weight  of  her  diftrefe, 
and  llie  exercifed  the  moft  effe^ual  means 
to  invigorate  and  reftore  its  depreffed  powers. 
Emily  called  Religion  and  Reafon  to  her 
aid;  flie  remembered  the  found,  and  falu- 
tary  inftruQ;ions  her  father  had  given  her, 
particularly  in  his  Letters  upon  the  fubje6i» 
of  Divine  Providencey  Refignationy  and 
Contentment.  She  revolved  her  various  re- 
fources  in  drawing,  mufic,  and  more  parti- 
cularly in  books,  and  the  pleafing  means 
thfey  afforded  to  tranquillize  her  fpirits,  and 
divert  her  attention  from  melancholy  thoughts. 
Nor  could  fhe  forget  that  ihe  had  feme  af- 
fectionate and  moft  worthy  friends,  to  whom 
ftie  had  it  in  her  power  to  refort,  whenever 

ihe 
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{he  pleafed,  for  advice  and  comfort.  And' 
ihe  was  convinced,  that  fhe  ftiould  be  un^ 
grateful  in  the  higheft  degree  to  a  bountiful 
Providence,  if  merely  becaufe  llie  was  de- 
prived of  ojic  fource  of  happinefs,  llie  Ifiould 
be  indifferent  to  all  others,  and  give  herfelf 
up  to  fruitlefs  lamentation  and  defpair. 

She  therefore  made  a  great  and  fuccefsful 
effort  to  exert  the  energies  of  her  mind ;  by 
refolving  to  be  compofed,  fiie  foon  became 
more  fo  ;  the  weight  of  her  forrow  grew 
lighter,  and  more  fupportable,  and  her  face 
began  to  indicate  fome  appearance  of  cheer- 
fulnefs.  'Mrs.  Wilfon  noticed  this  change 
with  no  fmall  degree  of  fatisfa6tion,  con- 
gratulated Emily  .on  thus  acting  like  a  girl 
of  fpirit,  and  thinking  her  new  plot  ripe  for 
execution,  ventured  again  to  exprefs  her 
wiihes  for  Emily's  union  with  Sir  Lionel. 

*'  Diftrefs  me  no  more,  I  befeech  you, 
madam,"  faid  Emily,  "  upon  this  fubjeCl. 
You  are  pleafed  to  fay,  tliat  every  obftacle  is 
now  removed  to  my  marriage  with  Sir  Lionel. 
Alas !  little  do  you  imagine  the  nature  of 
.  ''•  fucli 
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fuch  an  attachment  as  mine :  Edward  Mar- 
riot  is  as  dear  to  me  now  he  is  in  iieaven, 
as  when  he  was  upon  earth :  my  affeftion  is 
immoveably  fixed ;  its  objeQ;  will  ever  be  in- 
variably the  fame ;  and  as  my  heart  always 
gave  iiim  full  credit  for  equal  conftancy,  and 
equal  fmcerity,  I  will  devote  myfelf  to  his 
love.  I  confider  myfelf  as  his  widow— yet 
no  mourning  do  I  wear ;  for  I  delire  not  to 
lliow  oftentatious  emblems  of  forrow.  If 
your  friend  had  crowns  and  fceptres  to  lay 
at  my  feet,  he  lliould  never  tempt  me  to 
break  my  refolution.  Ypu  ai'e  at  liberty  to 
tell  him  fo ;  and  if  after  this  frank  acknow- 
ledgment he  ihould  continue  to  perfeciite 
mc,  my  father  (hall  know  it,  and  I  am  con- 
fident his  injured  daughter  will  not  alk  his 
jntcrfereiice  in  vain," 

She  faid  this  with  a  very  ferious  tone,  and 
in  a  dignified  manner.  ]\Irs.  Wilfon  was 
furprifed  at  her  firmnefs,  and  much  difcon- 
certed  at  the  failure  of  her  darling  fcheme, 
as  (he  had  flattered  herfelf  with  the  certainty 
pf  fuccefs. 

Emily 
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Emily,  apprehenfive  of  farther  felicitations 
from  the  Knight,  and  tired  of  the  violent. 
temper  of  Mrs.  Wilfon,  from  whom  ihe  faw 
Are  hfiid  much  to  fear,  determined  -  to  ftay 
with  her  no  longer.  Her  patience  was  ex- 
haufted  Avith  waiting  fo  long  for  her  father. 
Juft  as  fhe  had  prepared  to  find  the  way  home- 
by  herfeif,  ftie  was  agreeably  fiirprifed  by 
a  letter  to  inform  her  of  her  fether's  intended 
arrival  in  town  in  a  few  days.  He  came  at^ 
the  time  appointed,  and  flie  received  him  as 
her  preferver  from  infult,  her  deliverer  from 
a  painful  captivity,  and  her  conductor  to< 
peace. 

Mrs.  Wilfon  was  fo  mortified  by  the  failure, 
of  her  various  fchemes,  and  fo  afliamed  of 
her  conduct,  that  fhe  did  not  venture  to  meet 
the  Colonel :  (lie  retired  to  her  counti-y  houfe 
the  day  before  he  came  under  pretence  of 
jndifpofition. 

When   Emily  and  her   father   met,    Ihe 
wifhed  to  have  told  him  all  that  had  paifed 
between  her,  Mrs.  Wilfon,  and  the  Knight  j 
but  knowing  how  much  he  was  in  Mrs.  Wil- 
fon's 
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Ion's  power  on  account  of  the  debt,  fhe 
dreaded  the  thought  of  expofmg  him  to  hef 
refentment ;  her  prudence  therefore  was  a 
ftrong  reftramt  to  her  feeHiigs. 

To  amufe  her  melancholy,  he  fliowed  her 
feveral  nobleniens'  feats  and  parks  in  the 
courfe  of  their  journey  into  Northumberland-, 
Her  anfwers  to  his  inquiries  as  to  her  atten- 
tion to  her  mafters  in  mufic,  Sec,  ^  to  her  pri- 
vate ftudies,  and  the  general  manner  in  which 
file  had  paffed  her  time,  were  as  fatisfa€lorJr 
as  1k3  could  have  wilhed. 

"  I  am  delighted,"  faid  he,  *'  thus  to  find 
that  my  intentions  in  placing  you  in  London 
have  been  anfwered.  You  have  participated 
the  amufements  and  enjoyed  the  gaieties  of 
the  fafiiionable  world,  of  which  young  people 
are  too  apt  to  form  extravagant  notions,  as 
if  crowds  and  fliow  were  eflential  to  happi- 
nefs.  By  feeing  the  world  you  have  refined 
your  manners  without  injuring  your  princi- 
ples. Like  gold  you  have  been  tried  in  the 
fire  of  diflTipation,  and  are  come  forth  pure 
and  bright  from  the  flames.     You  remind 

me 
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me  of  the  fair  Emma,  the  Saxon  innoccnti 
who  palled  unhurt  amid  the  burning  plough- 
ihares.     Happy  am  I  to  find  you  agree  with 
me  in  thinking  that  notoriety  is  a  bubble, 
fafhion  a  phantom,  and  equipage  a  feather. 
Still  happier  am  I  to  find,   confidering  the 
fphere  of  life  in  which  you  are  henceforth 
to  move,  that  you  figh  for  the  pleafures  of 
the  country,  and  have  increafed  rather  than 
deftroyed  your  relilh  for  the  calm  fatisfa6lion 
of  retirement." 

The  blufli  that  diffufed  its  crimfon  over 
the  face  of  Emily,  on  thus  hearing  her  own 
praifes  from  him  whofe  good  opinion  flie 
was  moft  folicitous  to  merit,  was  at  once  the 
emblem  of  her  innocence,  and  the  ornament 
of  her  beauty. 


CHAP. 
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"  She  who  has  no  tafte  for  well-written  hooks  will 
often^be  at.a  lofs  how.  to  fpend  her  time,  and.  the 
confcquences  of  fuch  a  ftate  are  too  frequent  not  ..to 
be  known,  and  too  fatal  not  to  be  avoided." 

Knox's  Essays. 


.Her  father. had  at  different  tunes  fupplieji 
JSmily  with  money  to  furnifh  herfelf  with 
whatever  articles  Ihe  pleafed,  before  llie.left 
town.  He  had  great  reliance  on  her  pru- 
dence and  4ifcretion,  and  (lie  proved  how 
well  Ihe  deferyed  .l^is  good  opinion :  know- 
ing how  changeable  the  falhions  are,  Ihp 
did  not  layilh  much  upon  new  dreffcs,  not 
williing  to  aftonifh  the  humble  inhabitants 
of  her  native  village  either  with  the  richnefs, 
or, the  variety  of  her  apparel. 
i.  .    .  "  Her 
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Her  tafte  was  formed  upon  her  fimpliclty 
©f  charafter,  and  coincided  exa6tly  with  what 
belt  became  her  appearance.  What  perfon 
who  beheld  her,  could  think  that  diamonds 
were  wanting  to  adorn  her  head,  or  fparkle 
on  her  neck ;  or  who  could  regret  her  not 
wearing  bracelets  and  rings,  who  faw  her 
fair  and  finely  proportioned  arms  and  fin- 
gers? 

The  greater  part  of  the  money  was  ex- 
pended in  a  new  grand  forte-piano,  fome 
fele6t  mufic  books,  a  box  of  colours  for  draw- 
ing; ahd  the  following  were  the  principal 
books  intended  to  form  a  permanent  library, 
and  to  be  as  ufeful  many  years  afterwards, 
«s  at  the  time  they  were  purcliafed.  ' 

Books  on  Jleligion  and  Morality. 

Sermons  to  young  Women,  by  James 
Fordyce.    2  vols.    !2mo. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Duties  of  the  Female 
Sex,  by  T.  Giiborne. 

Natural  Theology;  or  Evidences  of  the 
Exiftence   and-  Attributes    of   the    Deity, 

collected 
8 


■colle6ted  from  the  Appearances  of  Nature. 
By  Dr.  Paley.      8vo. 

The  Power  of  Religion  on  the  Mind  in 
Retirement,  Affliftion,  and  at  the  Approach 
of  Death.     By  Lindley  Murray.     12mo. 

Biftory. 

See  the  Books  recommended  in  the  Letter 
on  "  Hi/iorif,  Biography,''  &c.  P.  34ij  v.  iL 

Letters  on  the  Study  and  Ufe  of  antient 
and  modern  Hiftoiy.     By  Bigland.     12mo. 

Mayor's  Univerfal  Hiftory. 

Poetical  Chronology.  By  Dr.  Valpy. 
12mo. 

Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  Charles  V.  of 
Americti  and  of  Scotland. 

Neural  Hiftory  and  Pkih/bpky. 
A  Series  of  Eflays,  introduftory  to  the 
Study  of  Natural  Hiftory.     By  Dr.  Ski4m- 
lliire.     2  vols.     12mo. 

Converfations  introducmg  Poetry,  chiefly 
on  Subjects  of  Natural  Hiftory,  by  Char- 
lotte Smith.     2  vols.   i2mo. 

The 
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.-The  Elements  of  Natural  HiftoiY,  &<^ 
cording  to  the  Linnean  Arrangement,  witli 
popular  and  entertaining  Dcfcriptions.  By 
J)r.  Mavor.     12mo. 

Bewick's  Birds. 

The  Iliftory  of  Britifti  domeftic  Quadru- 
peds, and  Britiih  Birds.  By  the  fame  Authon 
2  vols.    12mo. 

Aiken's  Natural  Iliftory  of  the  Year.  12mo. 

White's  Naturalift's  Calendar.     12mo. 

A  Diftionary  of  Natural  Hiftory.    8vo. 

The  Wonders  of  the  Microfcope;  or  an 
Explanation  of  the  Wifdoni  of  the  Creator 
in  Objects  comparatively  minute.     12mo. 

An  eafy  Introduction  to  Aftronomy,  in 
Queftion  and  Anfwer*  By  James  Fergufon. 
12mo. 

Evening  Amufements,  or  Difplay  of  the 
Heavens,  by  W.  Frend,  for  1 80G,  &c. 

Scientific  Dialogues.  By  Joyce.  6  vols; 
18mo. 

Converfations  on  Chemiftry,  in  which  the 
Elements  of  that  Science  are  familiarly  ex- 
plained.'   By  a  Lady.     2  vols.     12mo. 

Botany, 
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Botany. 

An  Introduction  to  Botany,  in  a  Series  of 
familiar  Letters,  with  illuftrat've  Encfravin2s. 
By  Prilcilla  Wakefield.     12mo. 

jMartyn's  Tranflation  of  Rouffeau's  Letters 
on  Botany.     2  vols.     8vo. 

The  Ladies'  and  Gentlemen's  Botanical 
Pocket  Book,  intended  to  facilitate  the  Study 
of  indigenous  Botany.  By  Dr.  Mavor.  12rao. 

French  Books. 

JBibliotheque  portatife  des  Ecrivains  Fran- 
cois.   4  vols.    8vo. 

Queftions  a  Repondre.  Par  Madame  de 
la  Fite.     2  torn.     12mo. 

Voyage  du  Jeune  Anacharfis* 

Lettres  par  Madame  Sevigne. 

Oeuvres  de  la  Marquife  de  Lambert. 
12  mo. 

Les  Etudes  cpnvenables  aux  Demoifelles. 
2  tom.      12mo. 

Adele  et  Theodore.  Par  IVIadame  Genlis. 
5  tom.     12mo. 

VOL.  II.  o  La 
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La  Plurality  des  Mondes.  Par  Fontenelle. 
12mo. 

L6  Jardin,  et  L'Homme  des  Champs. 
Par  Delille. 

Elizabeth,  ou  les  Exiles  de  Siberie.  Par 
M.  Cotin. 

La  Dotte  de  Sufette.     Par  la  raemc 

Mifeellaneoiis. 

Sdeftkwas  from  the  Spectator,  Guard ian^ 
&e.     By  Mrs.  Barbauld.     3  vols.     8vo. 

Elegant  Extra6ts,  including  Verfe,  Profe^ 
and  Epiftles.    5  vols.    8vo. 

Evenings  at  Home,  or  the  Juvenile  Budget 
opened.  By  Dr.  Aikin  and  Mrs.  Barbauld. 
6  vols.     1 2  mo. 

The  Lady's  Preceptor.  By  Mrs.  CrelT- 
wick.     ISmo. 

Murry's  Mentoria.     12mo. 

Burgh's  Dignity  of  Human  Nature.    8vo. 

Lempriere's  Clafiical  Di6;ionary.    Svo. 

Domeftic  Encyclopaedia,  or  a  Dictionary 
of  Faas.    ByDr.Willicli.     4  vols.     Svo. 

The 
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The  Britifh  Tourifts,  or  Traveller's  Pocket 
Companion.     6  vols.     12mo. 

Fables  for  the  Ladies.    By  Moore.    12mo. 

A  Father's  Legacy  to  his  Daughters.  By 
Dr.  Gregory.     12mo. 


o  2  CHAP. 


CiiAP.  XXX. 


That  fomc  weighty  grief 


O'crhangs  thy  foul,  thy  everylook  proclaims; 
Why  then  refufe  it  wor<ls  ?    The  heart  that  bleed* 
From  any  ftrokc  of  fate,  or  human  wrongs. 
Loves  to  difclofe  itfclf;  that  lift'ning  pity 
I\Iay  drop  a  healing  tear  upon  the  wound. 

Mason's  Caractacus. 


1 H  E  return  of  Emily  to  Lorton  Houfe,  after 
fo  long  an  abfcncc,  gave  no  fniall  joy  to 
her  aunt,  Fanny  Fiowcrdale,  and  all  flie 
neighbourhood.  Her  fpirits  rofe  at  her  firft 
interview  with  her  friends,  but  after  Ihe  had 
been  at  home  a  few  days,  Ihe  funk  again  into 
dejection,  on  account  of  the  fuppofed  lofs  of 
her  beloved  preferver. 

The  Colonel  and  her  aunt  tried  to  amufc 
Emily  by  every  means  in  their  power.     The 

former, 
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former,  always    delirous    to  encourage    her 
taking  exercife,  now  held  out  an  additional 
inducement  by  performing  the  promife  for- 
merly made  to  her,  with  refpe^i  to  the  im- 
provement of  botanical  knowledge.      They 
read  Roufleau's  Letters  on  Botany,  and  Wi- 
thering's  Work,   and  illuftrated  the  theory 
with  as  many  fpecimens   as  they  could  col- 
lect from  the  neighbouring  meadows,  woods, 
and  mountains.      Emily   was  amufed  with 
gathering  plants,  comparing  them  with  the 
defcriptions,    and   afcertaining  their  genera 
and  fpecics,   and  flie  increafed  the  ftores  of 
lier  hortus  ficcus  with  the  greater  pleafure, 
as  (he   found   it   was  her  father's  wiih  fhe 
iliould  take  an  intcreft  in  a  purfuit  fo  cal- 
culated to  increafe   her  love   of  a  country 
life. 

In  the  county  of  Cumberland,  varying 
much  in  foil  and  furface,  they  found  many 
rare  and  curious  plants,  and  there  was  a 
fpirit  of  adventure  in  climbing  the  mountains 
and  exploring  thefe  Alpine  regions,  that  gave 
a  peculiar  zeft  to  their  refearches.      They 

found 
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found  the  circcea  Alpina  near  their  own 
houfe ;  the  ftjiuca  vivipara  chiefly  on  the 
mountains ;  the  vicia  fijlvatica  in  Culgarth 
woods,  and  near  Kefwick  ;  the  droftra  lon- 
gifolia,  near  Kelwick  ;  very  large  fpecimens 
of  the  fcuvifraga  JicUaris,  in  Crofs  Fell,  in 
Patterdale ;  a  great  variety  of  lichens,  par- 
ticularly the  lichen  geographicus,  pafchalisj 
and  ijlandicus ;  and,  after  a  long  fearch, 
they  were  fortunate  enough  to  find  the  epi- 
medium  Alpinum  on  a  mountain  called  Sad- 
dleback, near  Thirlkeld. 

On  as  fair  a  day  in  fummer  as  the  fun 
ever  enlivened  with  his  beams,  and  while 
the  warmth  was  mitigated  by  the  weftern 
breezes,  the  Colonel  and  Emily  were  induced 
to  extend  their  walk  farther  than  ufual. 
They  purfued  a  winding  path  by  the  fide  of 
the  lake ;  no  mifts  obfcured  their  extenfive 
profpe^k,  every  objeft  was  diftin6lly  vifible, 
the  rockjs,  cliffs,  groves,  and  fcattered  cot- 
tages were  clear  to  the  view.  The  dark 
yeoeifes  of  the  mountains  were  contrafted  by 
ftreams  of  golden  light,  the  deep  blue  of  the 

8  ay 
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iky  was  chequered  with  fleecy  clouds ;  tlie 
nearer  mountains  were  tinged,  with  foft 
azure,  and  the  more  remote  with  faint 
purple.  Cattle  and  iheep,  fmgle  or  in 
groups,  were  difperfed  among  fome  of  the 
meadows,  enamelled  with  grafs  and  flowers ; 
and  in  others,  the  mowers  were  bufy  in 
cutting  the  grafs — a  circumftance  which  gave 
life  to  the  varied  landfcape. 

Kefwick  Lake,  unruflied  by  the  gentleft 
breeze,  was  a  perfe6b  mirror,  and  reflefiied 
fn  their  native  colours  the  mountains,  rocks, 
and  woods,  that  adorned  its  indented  mar- 
gin. Swelled  by  the  heavy  rains  that  had 
lately  fallen,  the  cataract  of  Lowdore  was 
loud  and  full ;  it  precipitated  tlie  ample  river 
of  Wattenlath  in  a  frothy  expanfc  of  water 
between  the  towering  and  pointed  rocks, 
from  whofe  filTures  rofe  tall  and  verdant  fap- 
lings  of  elm  and  oak ;  the  torrent,  in  daihing 
and  broken  ftreams,  rolled  impetuoufly  down 
to  its  loweft  ftage,  where  it  formed  a  ilieet 
of  white  foan),  and  mixed  with  the  waters 
of  the  lake.     The  fpray,  reflefting  the  fun- 

beamf 
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beams,   pvefenled  part  of  the  arch  of  a  bril-' 
liant  rainbow. 

As  they'  proceeded  gently  along  the  road, 
that  traced  the  waving  line  of  the  lake's 
margin,  her  father  pointed  out  to  Emily  thefo 
various  objects.  They  were  fo  beautiful  as 
to  relieve  her  melancholy  refleciions  and 
raife  her  fpirits ;  flie  felt,  that  nature  feen 
under  fuch  an  enchanting  afpectj  was  indeed 
fufficient  to  drive  a^^'ay 

"  All  fadnefs— but  dcfpair." 

Leaving  the  border  of  the  lake,  a  wind- 
ing path  between  the  mountains  led  them 
to  the  cottage  of  Dame  Flowerdale,  the  mo- 
ther of  Fanny.  She  was  an  aged  t\  idow, 
and  had  been  a  fervant  in,  the  family  of 
Dr.  Harriot.  Her  houfe  ftood  at  tlie  foot 
of  a  mofs-covered  rock ;  it  was  neat  and 
white-walhed,  and  the  woodbines  climbed 
around  the  windo^\'s."  In  her  wrinkled  fac6 
flight  be  ti'aced  the  exprcffion  of  content  and 
Cheerfulnefs,  and  in  her  drefs  Avas  the  ap- 

pearancQ 
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pearance  of  decent  poverty ;  llie  fat  fpinning 
at  her  door,  and  was  fmging  a  plaintive  fong, 
as  her  wheel  turned  round. 

As  Emily  approached,  a  remarkably  pretty 
fpaniel  at  firft  barked,  and  then  came  fawn- 
infT  upon  her,  as  if  llie  was  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, and  Emily  fancied  llie  had  feen 
the  dog  before.  She  inquired  whofe  it.  was  ; 
*'  that  dog,"  faid  Dame  Flowerdalc,  "  his 
name  is  Rover,  once  belonged  to  iMafter 
j\larriot;  we  always  kept  it  for  him  when 
he  went  from  home."  "  Did  jVIr.  Marriot 
ever  come  here,"  faid  Emily,  fighing,  "  O 
yes,"  replied  the  old  dame,  "  very  often 
before  he  went  to  lea :  I  lliall  never  forget 
his  goodnefs,  for  when  my  poor  hufband  was 
ill,  he  came  almoft  every  day,  and  brought 
him  either  a  nice  piece  of  meat,  or  a  little 
wine  from  his  fatlier's  houfc :  he  always 
fpoke  kindly  to  me,  and  has  given  me  many 
a  {billing  out  of  his  own  pocket,  and  dcfired 
me  to  fay  nothing  about  it:  to  be  fure  it 
was  a  fad  miftiap,  when  I  broke  my  fpec* 
tacl^s,  for  I  could  not  fee  to  few,  or  read  my 

Bible; 
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Bible ;  but,  as  foon  as  I  told  him,  he  bought 
me  a  new  pair— -fee  liere  tticy  arc — I  cried  fo 
much  for  joy  when  I  firft  put  them  on,  that 
1  could  not  fee  through  them  at  all.  Alas ! 
if  that  good  youth  is  not  gone  to  Heaven,  I 
know  not  who  will  ever  get  there !" 

To  this  anecdote,  fo  ilUiftrative  of  true 
charity,  and  this  encomium  fo  artlefs  and 
unexpefitcd,  the  Colonel  gladly  liftcned. 
"  Ah,"  faid  he,  "  whatalof^s  did  we  all  fuftain 
by  the  death  of  that  excellent  youth !  Go 
wherever  I  will,  his  praife  is  the  theme  of 
every  tongue :  furely  fucli  a€ts  of  benevo- 
lence in  the  young  muft  afcend  like  the  in- 
cenfe  of  tlie  morning  facrilice  to  Heaven,  and 
enfure  to  them  its  choiceft  bicihngs !"' 

If  fuch  wfis  the  echo  of  the  Colonel's  ap- 
plaufe  to  the  grateful  tribute  of  the  aged 
widow,  what  nmft  have  been  the  feelings  of 
his  daughter!  The  words  Ihe  heard  were 
like  the  ftrains  of  plaintive  mufic,  that  foften 
the  emguiih  of  recolle6lion,  which  they 
awaken  in  the  breaft.  She  earneftly  gazed 
upon  the  old  woman,  then  penfively  hung 

her 
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her  head,  as  the  image  of  her  loft  Edward 
role  to  her  mind :  at  laft  Ihe  diverted  her 
forrow,  by  lavilhing  her  carefles  upon  the 
dog  :  flie  kiffed  him  in  a  traniport  of  tender- 
nefs,  M'as  delighted  at  her  father  inviting 
Dame  Flowerdale  to  dine  at  Lorton  Houfe 
every  Sunday ;  "  and  pray,"  faid  Emily  in 
a  whifper,  when  they  left  her — "  always  re- 
member to  bring  Rover  with  you." 

Each  winding  walk,  each  lliady  tree,  each 
lofty  mountain,  reminded  Emily  of  former 
days,  and  of  places  where  fhe  had  con- 
rerfed  with  Edward.  Mrs.  Wilfon,  by  re- 
peated and  teizing  letters  to  her  and  her 
father,  ftill  continued  to  prefs  her  to  marry 
Sir  Lionel  Wager. — ^Thus  folicited  upon  a 
very  unpleafant  fubjeQ;,  and  frequently  re- 
minded of  her  lofs,  her  fituation  required 
the  exercife  of  all  her  fortitude  to  prevent 
her  finking  into  confirmed  dcfpondency. 
She  fometimes  looked  upon  the  world  as  a 
vaft  void,  in  which  her  heart  felt  little  or  no  • 
intereft, — except  when  fhe  thought  of  her 
father. 

CHAP. 
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Time  is  become  tlic  nicflVngcr  of  joy  ; 

He  wipes  the  tear  from  offtlic  mouruoi's  check. 

And  turns  tliat  tear  to  rapture.  A. 


i  H  E  contrivances  of  the  deceitful  are  oftwi 
$is  Ihallow  as  they  are  malicious.  Mrs, 
Wilfon,  and  her  aflbciate  the  Knight,  miiiht 
calculate  upon  the  uncertainty  of  news  from 
JEgypt,  but  they  could  not  prevent  the  ar- 
rival of  letters.  Some  time  after  the  return 
of  Emily  to  Lorton  lioufe,  tv/o  letters  were 
brought  to  the  village  from  Edward,  one  for 
herfelf,  and  another  for  his  father.  Emily 
could  fcarcely  truft  the  evidence  of  her  eyes, 
when  fhe  faw  the  well  known  hand-writing 
and  feal :  for  feme  time  ihe  did  not  venture 
to  open  her  letter,  till  Mrs.  Mapleton  en- 
couraged 
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couraged  lier  to  break  the  feal.  She  read 
with  tA'aiilport — that  Edward  was  perfectly 
well,  and  unalterably  attached  to  her ;  and 
]\Irs.  ]\iaplet(m  coniirmed  her  joy  by  re- 
marking this  letter  had  a  date  lubfequent  to 
that,  which  had  conveyed  to  Dr.  Marriot  the 
account  of  his  fon  s  death. 

In  a  lliort  time  Dr.  INIarriot  arrived  at 
Lorton  Iloitle ;  he  found  the  ladies  by  them- 
felves,  and  read  his  letter  to  them^  as  well 
as  his  im}x;rfe6t  fight  would  allow  him ; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  this  defeO:,  he  muft 
have  fully  witnefled  the  overflowing  delight 
of  Emily,  now  rifmg  from  deep  dejeftioii 
to  the  fummit  of  gladnefs. 

On  the  return  of  the  Colonel  the  joyful 
tidings  were  communicated  to  him,  and  the 
congratulations  made  to  Dr,  MaiTiot  were 
cordial  and  unbounded.  The  tranfition  was 
eafy  and  obvious  from  Edward's  preferva- 
tion  to  Edward's  merit:  upon  that  topic, 
Colonel  Lorton  was  copious  and  ardent. 
Actuated  by  his  accuftomed  gcnerofity  of 
ientimcnt,    he  praifed  Edward   iMamot   in 

terms 
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terms  fo  handfome  for  his  general  good  con- 
du6k,  and  particularly  for  having  facrificed 
his  own  comfort  to  a  principle  of  filial  duty, 
by  leaving  his  imtive  country  at  his  father's 
requeft,  that  they  affected  Emily  with  pain- 
ful rapture.  Her  feelings  were  too  powerful 
for  longer  concealment ;  no  fooner  was  Dr. 
Harriot  gone,  than  Ihe  confelTed  the  whole 
of  her  fecret  attachment,  firft  to  her  aunt, 
and  then  to  her  father. 

The  fcene  which  followed  may  be  ima- 
gined more  eafily,  than  defcribed :  the  af- 
fectionate father  embraced  his  daughter, 
wiped  away  her  Itreaming  tears,  relieved  her 
tender  forrow,  and  mildly  chided  her  for  her 
long  concealment  of  the  perfon,  on  whom  fhe 
had  fixed  her  affe6lions.  "  The  letters  juft 
received,"  faid  he,  "  have  reflored  our  tran- 
quillity— but  how  are  we  to  account  for  that, 
which  made  us  fo  wretched  ?  It  is  a  dark,  and 
I  fufpeft  a  malicious  affair :  I  do  not  defpair 
of  difcovering  and  finding  means  to  punilh 
its  wicked  authors."  He  alTured  Emily,  that 
although  he  had  always  been  ambitious  to 

continue 
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continue  the  honour  of  his  antient  family 
by  her  marrying  fuitably  with  her  rank,  yet 
he  was  willing  to  concede  his  willies  to  her 
choice,  fmce  it  was  fallen  upon  a  perfon  of 
fuch  Angular  merit. 

"  Why,"  faid  he,  "  fhould  I  oppofe  the 
current  of  your  inclination — why  Ihould  I 
exercife  feverity,  or  rather  injuftice,  and  not 
allow  you  to  value  Edward  for  his  orvn 
virtues,  while  I,  influerxced  perhaps  too  much 
by  the  pride  of  anceftry,  value  myfelf  upon 
the  virtues  of  others  ?" 

The  kind  expreflions  of  her  father  thus 
cherilliing  her  darling  hopes,  lately  fo  fickly 
and  drooping,  refembled  the  loft  iliowers  of 
May  reviving  the  blolfoms,  parched  by  tlie 
cold  M  inds  of  a  frofty  fpring. 

Emily  retired  to  her  apartment,  in  a  frame 
of  mind  to  which  ftie  had  been  long  a 
ftranger;  a  thoufand  images  of  tendernefs, 
affeftion,  and  happinefs  gleamed  before  her 
fancy ;  llie  addreffed  her  prayers  to  the  Al- 
mighty, and  craved  his  blefling  to  reward  her 
father's  unremitting  affection. 

Slie 
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She  thus  obtained  a  ftate  of  compofurr 
and  inward  joy,  after  a  long  depreflion  of 
fpirits.  From  her  windows  Ihe  commanded 
a  view  of  an  extenfive  horizon,  bounded  by 
the  dark  outline  of  the  fliadowy  mountains. 
The  clouds  were  gradually  difperfmg,  the 
planet  Venus  led  the  van  of  the  ftarry  train, 
and  ftione  with  peculiar  brilliancy ;  and 
Emily  was  delighted  to  find  a  poem  that 
harmonifed  with  her  prefent  thoughts. 

An  Addrcfs  to  the  Vianet  Venus, 

Faireft  of  ftars  that  gem  the  night ! 

Rich  in  the  Sun's  reflected  light, 

What  earth-born  diamond's  polifli'd  blaze 

Can  vie  with  thy  ccleftial  rays? 

Thee  with  more  tranfport  I  furvey 

Than  all  the  gaudy  fccncs  of  day — 

Scenes  that  no  lenient  balm  impart 

To  footiie  the  anguifli  of  the  heart : 

Say — does  thy  circling  orb  contain 

The  orangj  grove,  and  verdant  plain, 

Where  youths,  and  bluc-ey'd  nymphs  advance 

To  weave  the  mazes  of  the  dance  ? 

Where  the  flirill-ton'd  nightingale 

Warbles  in  the  laurel  vale, 

Water'd  by  the  filver  tide 

Of  ftreams  that  murmur,  as  they  glide. 

Where 
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Where  the  jafmines  thick  entwine 
Their  boughs  with  flaunting  eglantine, 
.  Whofc  dulky  fhades  and  flowers  among, 
The  turtles  fwell  their  amorous  fong. 
Such  groves  of  old  in  Cyprus  ifle, 
Venus  !  were  gladdcu'd  by  thy  fmile  ; 
When  the  fond  fwain,  and  blufhing  maid 
llofes  enwreath'd  with  lilies  laid 
Upon  thy  confecratcd  flirine, 
To  prove  a  tcnderncfs  like  mine  ; 
And  Hymen,  blithe  with  myrtle  bands 
Prepar'd  to  bind  their  willing  hands. 
Alonzo  !  how  thy  image  dear 
Calls  to  my  eyes  the  ready  tear, 
To  think — that  far  from  Love,  and  me, 
You  brave  the  perils  of  the  fea. 
Perchance  as  nightly  watch  you  keep, 
This  orb  reflofted  in  the  deep, 
J'his  moment  may  engage  your  view, 
And  while  I  fondly  think  on  you. 
Our  eyes,  and  thoughts  may  focial  flj' 
To  the.  fame  diamond  of  the  flcy. 
How  happy  Ihould  my  love  once  more 
Prefs  with  quick  ftep  his  iiative  fhore  ; 
With  me  to  rural  fhades  retire, 
There  cherifh  foft  aff"eftion's  fire  ; 
And  may  that  fire,  O  Venus,  flnne 
As  bright,  as  pure,  as  long  as  thine  ! 

VOL.  n.  ?  CHAP, 
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For  fuch  the  bounteous  Providence  of  Hcavea 

la  every  breaft  implanting  the  defire 

Of  objefts  new  and  ftrange,  to  urge  us  on 

With  unremitted  labour  to  purfue 

Thofe  facred  (lores  that  wait  the  ripening  foul 

In  truth's  exhauftlefs  bofom.     What  need  words 

To  paint  its  power?  For  this  the  daring  youth 

Breaks  from  his  weeping  father's  anxious  arras, 

In  foreign  climes  to  rove,  Akenside. 


While  Emily  M^as  thus  recovering  her 
fpirits,  Edward,  the  fubje6l  of  her  moft 
tender  thoughts,  was  purfuing  his  voyage 
and  travels  with  well-directed  curiofity. 

The  coafts  near  the  Levant  prefented  no 
objefts  in  his  opinion  fo  deferving  notice  as 

Judea, 
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^udea,  on  account  of  its  intimate  connection 
with  the  Holy  Scriptures.  With  a  Bible  in 
his  hand  he  furveyed  many  fpots  defcribed 
by  the  infpired  writers.  Influenced  by  feel- 
ings of  veneration,  fimilar  to  thofe  formery 
experienced  by  the  pious  pilgrims,  he  ex- 
plored the  city  of  Jerufalem,  and  afcf^^ded 
Mount  Calvary,  -Wh&tQ  the  Saviour  of  the 
World  fufFered  for  the  fins  of  nankind* 
Upon  the  hallowed  fpot  now  fiands  the 
church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  refpe6led 
even  by  the  moft  zealous  folio  we-' s  of  Ma- 
homet. Nor  did  he  negle6l  to  repair  to  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  from  whence  our  Lord 
pronounced  the  memorable  prophecy  ful- 
filled in  the  deflru6tion  of  Jerufalem  by  the 
Romans,  and  in  the  a'ifperfion  of  the  Jews 
among  all  nations — and  from  whence  his 
difciples  afterwards  beheld  his  afcenfion 
into  Heaven. 

Captain  Wallis  afterwards  falle^d  to  Pto- 
lemais,  or  St.  Jean  D'Acre,  whofe  moulder- 
ing towers  are  walhed  by  the  billows  of  th6 
fea.    As  Edward  exulted  in  every  inftance 

F  fi  of 
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of  the  martial  glory  of  his  countrymen, 
crratifvinfT  was  the  remembrance,  that  the 
valour  of  Britons  had  been  repeatedly  dif- 
ilayed  in  this  place.  Upon  thefe  walls 
ichard  the  Firft,  King  of  England,  named 
foVhis  courage  Cceur  de  Lion,  planted  the 
banter  of  the  Crofs  during  the  fecond  Cru- 
fade  -Nond  here  the  gallant  Sir  Sidney  Smith, 
with  aVmall  party  of  marines  and  failors, 
checked \he  progrefs  of  a  French  army,  and 
compelledthe  ambitious  Bonaparte  to  aban- 
don his  darling  projeQ;  of  the  conqueft  of 
Syria. 

They  paiTed  the  illands  of  Cyprus  and 
Candia,  both  fu'uject  to  the  Turks,  failed  up 
the  Archipelago,  ftw  various  Greek  illands, 
and  reached  the  HeUefpont.  The  oppofite 
lliores  of  Seftos  and  A\>ydos  reminded  them 
of  the  unhappy  loves  of  Hero  and  Leander, 
defcribed  in  the  pathetic  ftrains  of  Mu- 
fjeus.  The  view  of  the  plain  of  Troy  re- 
called many  of  the  glowing  defcriptions  of 
Homer  in  the  Iliad — the  beautiful  Helen 
pointing  out  the  Chiefs  of  the  Grecian  army, 

from 
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from  the  walls  of  Troy — the  mournful-  part- 
ing of  Heftor  and  Andromache,  and  the 
ftern  Achilles,  relenting  at  the  fight  of  the 
venerable  Priam  proftrate  at  his  feet,  and 
fupplicating  him  to  reftore  the  body  of  his 
fon  Heftor. 

Edward  was  convinced,  that  poetry  may 
take  fome  of  her  nobleft  flights  from  the  ground 
of  truth;  as  he  obferved  many  objects  corre- 
fponding,  even  at  this  remote  diftance  of  time, 
with  the  geographical  Iketches  of  the  Grecian 
bard.  "  Yonder,"  laid  he,  to  his  friend 
Captain  Wallis,  who  enjoyed  fuch  a  prof- 
pe6t  as  much  as  himfelf,  "  is  Mount  Ida 
commanding  from  its  lofty  fummits  a  wide 
view  of  the  fubjeCt  plains,  and  the  azure 
and  broad  liellefpont ;  down  the  fides  of  this 
claffic  mountain  flowed  the  Simois  and  Sca- 
mander,  now  reduced  to  fcanty  ftreams, 
and  probably  beneath  the  lofty  mounds  of 
earth  we  fee  before  us,  many  of  the  illufl;rious 
Chiefs  of  Greece  and  Troy  were  buried." 

"  How  do  thefe  fcenes  remind  me  of  my 
obligations  to  that  moft  original,  and  moft 

fublime 
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fublimc  of  all  poets,  the  great  Masonian 
bard,  for  his  beautiful  views  of  nature,  his 
nice  difcriminations  of  chai'a^ber,  his  vivid 
defcriptions  of  the  paffions,  all  conveyed  in 
the  nioft  expreffive  and  harmonious  language 
that  ever  tiovved  from  mortal  lips.  How 
gladly,  now  I  am  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
would  I  repair 

To  Argos  fam'd  for  fleeds,  for  beauty  more  ; 

or  to  any  other  of  the  rival  cities  either  in  Eu- 
jope  or  Afia,  that  contended  for  tlie  honour  of 
his  birth ;  if  I  could  afcertain  which  of  them 
had  the  beft  claim  to  that  diftin6lion.  But 
vain  is  my  fearch — antiquity  has  buried  the 
fubjecb  in  the  darkeft  oblivion ;  we  muft 
therefore  confider  the  works  of  Homer,  as 
we  did  the  watery  of  the  Nile  in  Egypt; 
while  purfuing  its  majeftic  courfe,  it  fertilizes 
the  foil, 'and  flowers  and  fruits  in  abundance 
fpring  up  undjer  its  prolific  influence;  but 
its  fource  is  unknown  and  obfcure ; — perhaps 
5s  undifcoverable," 

5  Th^ 
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They  paiTed  the  rocky  iflands  of  Marmora, 
through  the  narrow  fea  of  that  name.  The 
waves  were  dark,  over  which  the  Ihip  glided 
with  a  fwift  and  fteady  courfe,  while  the 
ragged  fummits  of  the  rocks  were  brightened 
by  the  mild  radiance  of  tlie  moon. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  grandeur  of  the 
varied  profpe6ts,  as  they  failed  up  the  Hel- 
lefpont,  or  fea  of  the  Dardanelles,  and 
viewed  on  one  fide  the  cultivated  Ihores  of 
Europe,  and  on  the  other  the  wild  and  de- 
folate  plains  of  Afia.  Olympus  topped  with 
fnow,  famed  by  the  poets  as  the  refidence  of 
the  heathen  gods,  appeared  elevated  far 
above  the  long  range  of  the  Aliatic  moun- 
tains. They  approached  the  caftle  of  the 
Seven  Towers,  which  feemed  to  rife  out  of 
the  water  with  an  air  of  antique  grandeur. 
Carrying  an  eafy  fail,  they  paffed  near  the  gar- 
dens of  the  feraglio,  where  th«  fair  females  of 
Georgia  and  Circaffia  are  confined  within 
lofty  walls,  dependant  on  the  defpotic  will 
and  caprice  of  the  Grand  Signor ;  and  where 
the  captive  Fatima,  clofely  watched  by  his 

devoted 
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devoted  (laves,  in  vain  looks  through  the 
grated  window  of  her  apartment,  with  a 
figh  for  that  fweet  freedom,  which  Ihe  fees  the 
fongfters  of  the  furroimding  groves  enjoy. 

The  profpeft  of  Conftantinoplc  began  to 
open  fully  to  the  view.  This  city  is,  by  way 
of  eminence,  very  properly  called  the  Port,  as 
it  poffefles  advantages  for  navigation  and  com- 
merce fuperior  to  any  other  harbour  in  the 
world.  It  rifes  from  the  fea  to  the  lofty 
fummits  of  feven  hills  covered  with  build- 
ings, and  the  whole  place  appears  one 
grand  affemblage  of  fplendid  objects,  extend- 
ing over  a  fpace  of  about  twelve  miles,  and 
diverfified  by  towers,  palaces,  mofqucs,  baths, 
sand  caravanferas,  interfperfed  with  gardens 
and  groves. 

As  they  Mere  approaching  within  full 
profpc6l  of  this  magnificent  city,  the  fun, 
obfcured  at  its  firit  rifing,  gradually  broke 
through  the  clouds,  and  poured  its  brightnefs 
around :  its  beams  illumined  the  minaret* 
and  gilded  domes  of  the  mofques;  the 
breezes  gently  fwelled  the  fails,  and  curled 

the 
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the  verdant;  waves ;  and  the  foft  and  balmy 
air  was  perfumed  with  the  mingled  fragrance 
of  oranges,  pomegranates,  and  aromatic 
flirubs  that  grew  on  the  floping  banks  clofe 
to  the  margin  of  the  fea. 

"  This  mild  climate,  and  thefe  luxurious 
Icenes,"  faid  Edward,  "  delightful  as  they 
are  in  themfelves,  lofe  more  than  half  their 
charms,  as  their  pofleffors  are  fubjeR  to 
the  miferies  and  the  reftraints  of  a  moft  de- 
fpotic  government.  The  inftant  the  Grand 
Signer  gives  the  fignal,  the  fatal  bow-ftring 
is  applied  to  the  neck  of  any  one  of  his 
fubjefts,  whether  innocent  or  guilty.  The 
prince  is  a  tyrant,  and  his  people  are  not  only 
flaves,  but  fanatics ;  and  their  religious  en- 
thufiafin  prompts  them  to  oppreffion,  and  to 
cruelty.  What  though  the  banner  of  Ma- ' 
homet  bears  the  bright  and  glittering  cref- 
cent,  this  is  no  emblem  of  the  light  of  know- 
ledge, or  of  virtue  in  its  fupporters. 

Dark  are  the  minds  of  the  Muffulmen, 
and  jealous  and  ferocious  are  their  tempers; 
elfe  why  do  they  immure  fo  many  women 

in 


in  hopelefs  conflneinent,  and  place  lb  heavy 
a  yoke  upon  the  necks  of  the  Chriftian 
Greeks  ?  Alas !  then'  triumph  over  our  holy 
religion  is  too  evident  in  every  obje6t  we 
behold  :  obferve  vi^ith  what  hafte  the  votaries 
of  the  falle  prophet  of  Arabia  are  crowding 
into  the  mofque  of  St.  Sophia,  refplendent 
with  its  golden  cupola.  It  was  once  a  Chrif- 
tian  temple,  diftinguiihed  by  the  facred 
iymbol  of  the  crofs,  and  its  walls  once  re- 
echoed the  praifes  of  the  Redeemer  of  Man- 
kind." 

"  I  fuppofe,"  faid  Captain  AV'allis,  "  we 
•may  trace  in  the  vices,  divifions,  and  contefts 
of  the  Chriltians  after  the  reign  of  Conftan- 
tine  the  Great,  the  principal  caufes,  that  led 
the  way  to  the  fuccefs  of  Mahomet  in  the 
propagation  of  his  religion." 

"  You  are  right,"  replied  Edward,  "  and 
we  cannot  be  much  furprized  at  the  wide 
extent  of  this  delufion,  when  we  confider  how. 
compulfory  a  method  was  ufed  to  fpread  it, 
and  how  artfully  its  precepts  were  adapted  to 
the  cufloms  of  the  Eaftern  people. 

"  ^yhat 
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"  What  would  you  think,  my  dear  Cap^ 
tain,  of  a  ihip  which  made  its  way,  and 
retiched  a  diltant  port  in  oppolition  to  wind 
and  tide  and  adverfe  Itorms.  Such  ob* 
ftacles  did  the  Chriftian  religion  furmountj 
it  mutt  therefore  be  of  divine  origin.  Ous 
bleffed  Saviour  commanded  his  difciples  to 
preach  it;  and  wonderful  to  obferve!  ignorant, 
illiterate,  and  humble  as  they  were,  for  fome 
were  fifliermen,  and  others  tent-makers,  they 
planted  it  in  a  very  Ihort  time  in  the  cities 
of  Europe  and  Afia,  when  molt  enlightened 
by  learning  and  philofophy;  and  this  pur- 
pofe  they  effe£ted  in  oppofition  to  the  preju" 
dices  of  the  vulgar,  tlie  arguments  of  the 
•wife,  and  the  power  of  kings. 

**  Had  Mahomet  fuch  formidable  enemies 
to  contend  with  ?  No,  indeed ;  and  fo  far  wa^ 
he  from  oppofing  the  tide  of  popular  preju- 
dices, that  he  fwam  with  it.  So  far  from  de- 
pending on  divine  affiftance,  he  had  recourfe 
to  the  moft  obvious  and  fummary  human  me- 
thods to  enfure  fuccefs  to  his  projefifes.  He 
took  his  Koran  in  one  hand,  and  brandilhed 

his 
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his  Icimitar  with  the  other;  and  thofe  con- 
verts whom  he  could  not  gain  by  perfuafion, 
he  fecured  by  arms.  Had  he  not  employed 
force  to  effe6l  his  pm-pofe,  his  name  would 
never  have  been  known  beyond  the  confines 
of  Medina,  the  place  of  his  birth;  nor 
ftiould  we  ever  have  heard  of  the  prophet 
of  Arabia,  or  his  pretended  miflion." 

They  explored  the  ihores  of  Greece,  now 
called  Romelia,  and  haftened  to  Athens. 
From  the  rocky  fteep  of  the  Acropolis  or  Ci- 
tadel, they  viewed  the  temples  and  other  an- 
tient  public  buildings,  magnificent  even  in 
ruins.  The  profpe6l  recalled  to  their  remem- 
brance the  brighteft  periods  of  Grecian  glory. 
The  mean  houfes  of  the  modern  Greeks, 
fupported  by  the  lofty  colonnades,  and  fculp- 
tured  pillars  of  antient  temples,  are  melan- 
choly emblems  of  degeneracy  of  character 
and  the  decline  of  the  arts. 

"  If  I  did  not  give  full  credit,"  faid  tiie 
Captain  to  Edward,  as  they  were  walking 
through  the  ftreets  of  Athens,  "  to  the  ac- 
counts recorded  in  hiftory,  I  could  not  be- 
lieve 
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lieve  the  mean  and  flavilh  wretches  whom 
we  here  fee,  fubmitting  like  beafts  of  bur- 
then to  the  blows  of  the  Turks,  to  be  the 
defcendants  of  thofe  high-fpirited  and  martial 
people,  the  antient  Greeks." 

"  Add  to  the  evidence  of  hiftory,'*  (aid 
Edward,  "  two  other  proofs,  which  may 
contribute  to  fettle  the  point.  You  may 
trace  in  their  converfation,  corrupt  as  it  is, 
much  of  the  language  of  the  old  Athenians, 
and  you  may  fee  in  their  fine  and  intelligent 
faces  a  ftriking  refemblance  of  the  antient 
coins,  medals,  and  ftatues." 


CHAP. 
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-Thus  the  Cecropian  bee 


Taftcs  the  fweet  cup  of  every  fragrant  flower, 

And  laden  with  Hymettus*  honied  fpoils, 

Wings  to  her  native  hive  her  airy  way.  A. 


"  What  a  happy  privilege  have  we  lately 
enjoyed,"  faid  Edward  to  Captain  Wallis, 
*'  when  we  trod  the  claflic  ground  once  in- 
habited by  the  nobleft  people  in  the  world ! 
How  did  thefe  antient  Greeks  foar  above 
tlie  reft  of  their  fpecies !  they  were  alike  dif- 
tinguillied  by  genius,  valour,  and  an  enthu- 
fiaftic  love  of  liberty.  They  excelled  in 
every  effort  of  the  human  mind.  The  epic, 
lyric,  tragic,  and  paftoral  Mufes  were  equally 
favourable  to  the  fancy  of  their  Poets :  their 
Orators  pleaded  with  all  the  perfuafion  that 

eloquence 
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eloquence  could  infpire :  their  Painters  and 
Sculptors  repretented  the  perfect  images 
of  Strength,  of  Beauty,  and'  of  Pafiion 
on  the  glowing  canvas,  and  the  Parian 
marble:  their  Philofophers  taught  the  fub- 
lime  truths  of  Science  and  Morality,  and 
their  Hiftorians  have  perpetuated  fome  of 
the  beft  human  exploits,  by  recording  the 
magnanimous  exertions  of  their  countrymeii 
in  the  fervice  of  freedom  and  independence, 
and  their  triumphs  over  the  tyrants  of  tlie 
Eaft  who  attempted  to  enllave  them. 

"  But  thefe  antient  Greeks  appear  in  the 
moft  engaging  light,  and  merit  the  fulleft 
meafure  of  our  praife,  when  confidered  as 
the  Inftru6tors  of  the  weftern  Morld.  We 
endeavour  to  catch  the  fpirit  of  their  Poets, 
we  coUeft  examples  of  virtue  from  their 
Hiftorians,  and  we  learn  the  leflbns  of  w'lC- 
dom  from  their  Sajres.  Antient  Greece  has 
imparted  to  us  the  true  principles  of  Tafte, 
not  only  in  literature,  but  in  various  arts, 
whether  ufeful  or  ornamental.  Their  archi- 
tecture is  our  model,  when  we  ere6l:  build- 
ings 
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ings  in  the  pureft  ftile — no  drefs  of  the 
fair  is  thought  fo  graceful  as  the  Grecian 
Coftume,  and  no  decorations  fo  elegant  as 
thofe  borrowed  from  Grecian  defigns. 

"  In  the  character  and  manners,"  conti- 
nued Edward,  "  of  thefe  noble  people,  is  it 
onr  national  vanity,  or  is  it  Truth  itfelf,  that 
caufes  us  to  fee  a  refemblance  to  the  natives 
of  Great  Britain  ?  We  purfue  fimilar  paths 
of  fcience  and  philofophy,  and  endeavour  to 
excel  in  all  their  elegant  arts :  we  afpire  to 
that  urbanity  and  refinement  of  manners, 
which  arofe  out  of  their  general  intercourfe 
with  mankind.  Like  them  we  increafe  our 
luxuries  by  extenfive  commerce,  and  enlarge 
our  dominions  by  the  valour  of  our  failors. 
We  feem  to  have  reached  that  pitch  of  pro- 
fperity,  from  which  they  began  to  decline 
into  degeneracy :  let  us  take  care  to  pre- 
ferve  our  pofition;  and  how  can  this  pofi^ 
tion  be  better  maintained,  than  by  the  uni- 
form pra8;ice  of  every  religious  and  tnoral 
duty ;  by  guarding  our  incomparable  Con- 
ftitution,  with  unremitting  vigilance,  againft 

the. 
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the  alliiults  of  all  its  enemies ;  and  by  tlie 
Great  fetting  the  belt  examples  to  their  in- 
feriors— by  the  Inftruciors  of  youth  teach- 
ing tliis   lefibn    to  the   rifing   generation — 

*  THAT  THE  PATH  OF  ViRTUE  ALONE  LEADS 

TO  Happiness.'  If  thefe  metliods  be  not 
carefully  purfued,  the  fun  of  Britiili  glory 
will  let;  and  whether  we  have  refembled 
antient  Greece  or  not  in  our  progrefs  to 
glory,  we  Ihall  certainly  be  like  it  in  our 
decline  and  decay ;  and  we  ftiall  lofe — irre- 
coverably lofe,  our  high,  our  preeminent 
rank  among  the  nations  of  Europe;  for 
whatever  fliallovv  reafoners  may  argue  to 
the  contrary,  tke  political  power  of  a  count  jy^ 
in  order  to  be  durable,  muft  be  infeparably 
conne6led  with  religious  and  moral  excel- 
lencey 

Such  were  the  remarks  made  by  Edward 
to  Captain  Wallis,  as  they  continued  their 
courfe  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  ifland 
of  Sicily  appeared  gradually  to  rife  out  of 
the  fea,  and  Mount  Etna  towered  majeftic 
above  all  the  varied  prolpefts  of  land  and 
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ocean.  Light  clouds  floated  in  the  air  far 
below  its  fumniit,  while  the  volumes  of  blue 
fmoke,  ifluing  from  its  crater,  llowly  afcendcd, 
and  fcemed  to  conne€l  the  earth  A^ith  the 
heavens. 

Wlierever  Edward  arrived  in  the  courfc 
of  this  interelting  voyage,  with  whatever 
fociety  he  mixed,  however  gay  the  face  of 
nature,  or  beautiful  the  works  of  art,  itill 
the  love  of  his  father,  his  Emily,  an4  his 
native  country,  was  fo  far  from  being  undi- 
minilbed,  that  in  proportion  to  his  diltance 
from  the  fliores  of  Great  Britain,  the  greater 
proved  their  influence,  the  more  powerful 
their  attractions.  Thus  the  needle,  once 
touched  witli  the  loadftone,  may  be  directed 
to  any  quarter  of,  the  compafs ;  but  left  to 
itfelf,  it  inclines  to  one  point,  and  fixes  in- 
variably there. 

He  often  lamented  that  he  poflefled  fb. 
few  tokens  of  Emily's  love.  A  bunch  of 
lavender,  tied  by  her  own  hands  with  a  nar- 
row blue  ribbon,  a  glove,  and  a  drawing, 
were  all  the  prefents  he  had.  He  frequently 
8  looked 


looked  at  the  drawing  with  fond  attention— 
the  fubjeSt  was  the  Fair  Maid  of  Cprinth, 
and  it  brought  to  his  mind  the  pleafmg  re- 
membrance of  his  fitting  by  Emily's  fide  in 
the  hermitage  one  beautiful  evening  in  the 
fumoier,  when  Ihe  copied  this  drawing  from 
one  of  liis  own.  He  often  ftoJe  axyay  from 
hh  companions  to  his  cabin,  to  epjoy  the 
fight  of  tiiefe  treafures,  and  then  locked 
them  up  with  as  mpch  vigilance,  and  more 
heartfelt  pleafure,  than  the  mifer  fecures  his 
bags  of  hoarded  g(M- 

They  foon  came  within  fight  of  Malta. 
Its  firft  appearance  is  fingular  and  ftriking. 
The  whole  ill  and  feems  to  confifl;  of  white 
rows  of  fortifications,  rifing  one  above  ano- 
ther. A  nearer  view  prefented  the  grand 
towers  and  fpircs  of  IVIalta  and  Valetta,  and 
tliofe  lines  of  formidable  batteries,  which  fet 
at  defiance  every  open  attack  of  an  enemy. 
As  they  were  failing  into  thie  harbour  the 
fun  was  fetting,  the  w^ftem  part  of  th? 
heavens  wag  coloured  with  a  gol(ii«n  glow, 
q2  lb 
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■fo  well  rcprefented  in  the  pictures  of  Claude 
Loraine ;  the  whole  eaftern  quarter  of  the 
iky,  for  fome  time  after  tlie  fun  had  funk 
i>elow  the  horizon,  blulhed  with  deep  crim- 
Ibn,  and  the  fea,  for  a  great  extent,  was 
tinted  with  the  fame  rieh  and  beautiful  co- 
lour. Tlie  waves,  impelled  by  the  efre6tj 
of  a  ftorm  that  had  recently  happened,  were 
ftill  high,  and  rolled  in  large  and  regular 
billows.  The  gentle  breezes,  dying  away 
at  the  approach  of  night,  were  favourable 
to  the  courfe  of  the  Ihip,  and  the  farther 
they  proceeded  in  the  harbour,  the  more 
was  their  attention  caught  by  the  IVlaltefe 
and  Sicilian  failors  chanting  their  evening 
hymns  to  the  Virgin  Mary. 

Their  ftrains  were  fimple  and  folemn,  in 
perfeft  harmony  with  the  grand  profpe^i 
around  ;  they  beat  exa8;  time  with  their 
oars,  and  fang  in  excellent  tune.  Captain 
Wallis  and  Edward  jVIarriot,  as  well  as 
many  of  the  Officers,  declared  they  never 
were  more  pleafed  at  an  Opera,  or  an  Ora- 

toriow 


torio.  The  following  is  a  fpecimcn  of  one 
of  their  hymns ;  the  fubject  arofe  out  ot 
local  eircumftances,  and  it  is  curious  to  ob- 
fervc,  that,  by  an  ingenious  tranfition,  not 
uncommon  in  many  inftances  in  Catliolic 
Countries,  the  IMaltefe  refer  to  the  mother 
of  our  bleffed  Saviour  that  influence  over 
the  ocean,  which  their  Pagan  anceftors  at- 
tributed to  Venus,  the  goddefs  of  Beauty. 

A  HYMN  OF  THE  MALTESE  MARINERS. 

I, 

Queen  of  the  Sea,  ordaio'd  to  prove 
Our  dear  Redeemer's  filial  love, 
Bend  from  thy  darry  throne  above, 

O  beata  Virgine ! 
It. 

Whene'er  the  beating  tempefi  roars, 
O  give  frefti  vigour  to  our  oars, 
That  w^  fccure  may  reach  our  ihorcs, 

O  beata  Virgine ! 
iti. 
Whene'er  the  rolling  billows  fleep, 
And  zephyrs  fan  the  level  deep, 
Chant  we,  while  all  due  meafure  keep, 

O  beata  Virgine ! 
IV.  Ye 


230  EJIILV. 

IV. 

Ye  whiW-cfbfs  Knights,  thfc  facred  train. 
Look  from  your  tow'r«  that  fliadc  the  main. 
Repeat— rfcpeat  our  choral  ftrain, 

O  beata  Virgine ! 


CHAP. 
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Mufinn[  Meditation  moft  affc<fb 


Xbc  penfive  fecrecy  of  defert  cell, 

Far  from  the  cheerful  haunts  of  men,  and  herds. 


At  the  extremity  of  the  lawn,  in  the  front 
of  Lorton  Houfe,  there  was  a  wood,  inter- 
fected  with  winding  walks.  One  of  them 
led  to  a  hermitage,  clofe  to  a  rifing  bank, 
where  the  river  formed  a  natural  cafcade, 
that  foamed  and  fparkled  amid  the  dark 
rocksj,  and  verdant  faplings,  Emily  had 
fuperintended  the  fitting  up  this  fequeftered 
building  with  her  accuftomcd  tafte.  It  wa« 
thatched;  the  fragrant  clufters  of  the  cle- 
matis and  lonicera  covered  the  front.  It 
was  Uoed  completely  within  with  raofles  of 

various 
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various  kinds;  old  painted  glafs,  of  rich 
and  vivid  hues,  adorned  the  gotiiic  win- 
dows, and  Emily  had,  with  her  o^vn  hands, 
arranged  niarcafites  of  various  Ihapes  and 
colours,  petrifactions,  dried  plants,  and  other 
natural  curiolities,  in  the  windows,  and  along 
the  walls.  Upon  a  rultic  table  were  the  pro- 
per appendages  of  a  hermit,  an  hour-glafs, 
crucifix,  beads,  and  a  milfal.  The  chairs  were 
made  of  plain  un barked  branches  of  yew- 
tree,  wreathed  together;  and  in  a  recefe  were 
placed  a  well  furniflied  book-cafe  and  a 
guitar.  An  Eolian  harp  was  fixed  in  one 
of  the  windows,  and  whenever  the  breezes 
rofe,  diffufed  its  wild  and  fwelling  melodies 
through  the  grove. 

This  was  a  pleafing  retreat  at  all  hours 
of  a  fummer's  day,  but  never  more  fo,  than 
when  the  fun  glanced  his  declining  beams 
upon  the  roof,  and  gilded  the  ruftling  leaves 
of  the  Ihrubs  and  trees ;  and  when,  as  the 
lliades  of  evening  drew  near,  the  woodbines 
exhaled  a  richer  fragrance  than  at  any  other 
time  of  the  day.      Hither  Emily  and  her 

?Lunt 
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aimt  came  fometimes  to  read  and  work,  and 
Emily  wandered  occafionally  alone  to  in- 
dulge her  melancholy  mufmgs. 

C^ver  the  porch  of  the  Hermitage  was  a 
ftone  tablet,  in  which  was  cut  the  following 
infcription. 


INSCRIPTION  AT  THE   ENTRANCE  OF  THE 
HERMITAGE. 


STRAifOER,  to  fmooth  thy  brow  of  care, 
■To  eafe  thy  heavy  load  of  woes, 
Kind  Solitude  invites  thee  here, 
And  lends  her  couch  of  foft  rcpofe : 
No  iioife,  no  crowds  her  (hades  moleft, 
Forhwe  the  turtles  build  their  neft. 

II. 

Say,  doft  thou  glow  with  Homer's  fire  ? 

Here  fnar  on  Fancy's  boldefl  wing ; 

Or  canft  thou  tune  a  Sappho's  lyre. 

And  wake  to  life  the  echoing  firing  ? 

The  warblers  of  this  laurel  grove, 

Will  teach  thee  notes  of  joy  and  love.  • 

1X1.  Or 
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in. 
Or  doft  thou  fearcli  in  Jsaturo**  ftore 
The  ;;!ittciifig  ipur,  the  fpccklcd  flicll, 
The  Valley  or  llie  inouutain  flow'r  ? 
Thi'fe  beauti<s  gaily  drcfs  my  cell  : 
With  lavilh  haiul  fair  Flora  ("trews 
The  j.'isniiiie's  fragrant  liars,  the  dewy  rofc, 

IV. 

'Dr  if  Religion  prompts  tliy  foul, 

To  fuar  above  thefc  earth-born  toys  ; 

Low  bending  raife  thy  voice  on  high, 

And  pray  for  her  more  perfect  joys  ; 

Intruder  necd'l't  thou  never  fear, 

Vnlejs  fome  Angel  floops  from  heaven  to  hciir. 


Nothing  foothed  the  mind  of  Emily  fo 
much  as  mulic ;  but  llie  had  loft  ail  rclilli 
for  lively  airs ;  thofe  flie  now  played  were 
pf  a  plaintive  kind ;  often  did  her  fingers 
jrun  wildly  over  the  keys,  and  her  whole  ibul 
5vas  diffufed  ovei'  lier  rapturous  touch.  Some^' 
times  as  Ihe  ftruck  out  a  voluntary,  llie 
threw  fuch  melting  pathos  into  it,  that  her 
falJier  could  not  avoid  feeing  more  than  once, 

as 
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as  he  fat  oppofite  to  her,  a  tear  trickling  fafl 
down  lier  cheek,  and  her  bofom  heave  with 
lighs.  Doulpts  and  fears  difturbed  her; 
much  time  had  elapfed  fmce  fiie  had  heard 
of  Edward,  and  fancy  was  bufy  in  imaginifig 
the  word  that  could  befal  him ;  he  might  b<5 
inconftarit, — or  he  might  be  no  more,  as 
he  was  expofed  to  fo  many  dangers  and 
hardiliips,  engaged  in  a  iioftiie  expedition, 
and  liable  to  tlie  maladies  of  a  hot  and  per- 
nicious climate. 

Yet,  as  a  proof,  that  however  fluctuating 
or  low  her  fpirits,  her  temper  retained  its 
original  fweetnefs,  an  incident  may  be  men- 
tioned, t 

Mrs.  Goodall,  the  excellent  lady  defcribed 
in  the  Letter  on  Devotion,  had  made  Emily 
aff  parting  a  prefent  of  a  beautiful  gold  watch, 
fet  round  with  pearls,  and  a  gold  chain  and 
feals.  With  this  gift  Emily  was  much  de- 
lighted— flie  fet  a  high  value  upon  it,  «nd 
ftiowed  it  to  her  father  and  friends  with  great 
pleafure.  One  day  ihc  mitfed  it,  and  no  in- 
quiry after  it  for  fome  time  was  fatisfaQ;oiry. 

At 
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At  laft,  on  obferving  one  of  the  Ibrvants 
very  much  dcjc6tcd,  flie  inquired  thecaufe., 
"  O  Mifs,"  iliid  the  girl,  bmi'tinir  into  teari — 
"  your  watch — ycfterday  morning  I  let  it. 
fall,  and  it  is  broke  ail  to  pieces,  and  fo  I 
dared  not  tell  you  where  it  was."  . 

Emily,  on  examining  it,  found  the  glafs 
broke,  and  the  gold  cafe  battered,  feveral 
of  the  pearls  forced  out,  and  fome  lof|:. 
What  a  trial  of  temper  m  as  this  for  fuch  a. 
watch,  fo  beautiful,  fo  highly  prized!  She 
hofitated,  however,  not  a  moment  to  appeafc 
the  forrow  of  the  girl,  who  ftood  crying,  and 
hiding  her  face  with  her  apron.  . "  Dry  your 
tears,"  faid  flie,  in  a  tone  of  condefcenfioi) 
and  complacency,  "I  am  not  angry — I  am 
fure  you  feel  more  than  I  do,  and  I  am  con- 
fident, from  your  general  condu6t,  that  the 
fall  of  my  watch  was  the  efteft  not  of  dcfign, 
or  negligence,  but  of  mere  accident." 

Some  hours  in  each  day  ^^eve  employed 
in  reading  to  her  father,  and  the  feledion  of 
books  was  left  to  her  own  choice.  Her  chief 
delight  was  poetry: — Shakefpeare,  Milton, 

Thomfon, 
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Thomlbn,  and  a  few  bards  more  modern, 
wliofe  ftfflins  glowed  with  the  warmth  of 
fenlibility,  were  her  favourites.  She  fome- 
times  read  aloud  to  net  ifather  and  aunt, 
with  peculiar  propriety,  and  her  tone  of 
voice  and  expreffion-  convinced  them  how 
deeply  flie  was  affected  by  the  fentiments 
conveyed  in  thefe  lines. 


O  WHY,  pariial  Nature,  in  thy  ciifpeiifations, 
Dees  Man  more  than  Woman  thy  tendernefs  prove  ? 
O  why  muft^^e  bear  without  change  the  fenfations. 
That  rife  in  her  bofom  from  Love,  hopelefe  Love  ? 

II.  ' 

JJenry  ploughs  the  wide  ocean,  regarcilefs  of  dangers, 
And  unfurls  the  white  fail  to  the  favouring  gale  j 
Forgets  his  foft  anguifh  in  converfe  with  ftrangers, 
On  the  Rhine's  winding  fhorcs,  or  in  (Vrno's  green  vale, 

III. 

Or  he  blunts  Cupid's  darts  with  the  Jorget  of  Glory, 
And  refplendent  in  arms  feeks  the  martial  affray ; 
Then  crown'd  with  frefli  laurels  recounts  hii  glad  flory, 
An<i  in  goblets  of  wiije  drownsi  the  toil  of  tie  day. 

V.  VVhilft 


^3« 
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Whiift  Enma  condcmn'd  on  the  fame  fpot  to  languirti, 
Liko  the  nightingale  iix'd  in  her  prifon,  a  Have, 
Finds  iH>  eafe  fiiat  fwcet  Liberty  gives  for  her  anguifli, 
.No  relief  hut  complaint,  and  no  change — but  the  grave. 


On  that  fpot  iliall  the  rofcs  ibe  lov'd  be  fecn  growing. 
On  that  fpotJliall  her  fugitive  lover  appear, 
The  tribute  of  fighs  on'bcr  mem'ry  bcftowing. 
And  watering  the  rofcs  with  many  a  tear ! 


CHAP. 


CHAP.   XXXV. 


Has  rlip  jioor  child  a  foul  as  well  as  tfiou. 

As  capable  as  thine  of  pure  Ileli^ion, 

Its  humble  pra6licc  and  its  high  rewards  ? 

Then  open  to  his  eyes  the  page  of  Knowledge, 

Teach  him  the  leiTons  of  the  Baok  of  Life, 

Lead  hira  with  reverence  to  God's  holy  temple, 

And  train  him  in  the  fchool  of  difcipline. 

'I'hcn  will  no  more  thy  Country  luourn  her  laws 

Infring'd,  but  all  her  lowly  fonswill  feck 

Her  welfare  as  their  own. .  A. 


1  H  E  ft  E  was  one  kind  of  employment  tQ 
which  Emily  devoted  many  of  her  leifure 
hours.  In  tiie  village  was  a  finall  fchool 
for  the  cottage  children  kept  by  Mrs.  Affleck, 
a  very  refpectable  v»idow,  who  had  been 
well  educated,  and  had  feen  better  days. 
Hitiier  Emily  had  been  accuftomed  to  re- 
pair, 
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pair,  and  to  take  a  part  in  the  infti'u6tion 
of  the  children.  She  often  heard  them  fay 
their  leifons,  repeat  their  Catechifm,  and 
rehearfe  the  Pfahns  they  ^ere  to  fmg  in 
the  church  on  the  following  Sunday.  Nor 
had  her  refidence  in  London  relaxed  her 
zeal,  or  deftroyed  her  reliih  by  any  vain  con- 
ceit or  modifh  refinement,  for  fuch  an  oc- 
cupation. 

Under  her  prcfent  circumftances,  it  was 
a  pleafing  refuge  from  her  own  tlioughts  to 
afllift  her  humble  friend  two  or  three  times 
in  the  courfe  of  the  week.  Whenever  Emily 
appeared,  joy  fparkled  in  the  eyes  of  her  little 
group  of  fcholars ;  and  if  (he  came  when 
they  were  playing  on  the  green,  in  front  of 
the  fchool-houfe,  they  left  oft"  to  run  to  her ; 
if  iho  appeared  during  the  time  of  ftudy, 
•uhen  flie  entered  the  fchool,  they  all  rofe  up, 
nor  did  their  miftrefs  wilh  to  reftrain  the  in- 
nocent ardour  of  their  refpecl. 

The  fchool  was  regulated  with  great 
judgment  by  JMrs.  Affleck,  and  its  difcipline 
was  adapted  much  more  to  the  hopes  than 

the 
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f  he  fears  of  the  fcholars.  On  a  ilielf  wwe 
difplaycd,  as  incentives  to  diHgencc  in  Itudy 
and  general  good  behaviour,  balls,  -whips, 
"knives,  and  paper  kites  for  th^  defervin*? 
l3oys,  and  dolls,  iciifars,  and  ribbons  for 
the  gills.  Tliefe  articles  coft  little,  and 
Spared  the  fiecdTity  of  many  a  correQ;ion. 
whc«  tliey  were  diftributed,  Emily  was  ge- 
nerally prefent,  and  the  countenances  of  the 
young  group  of  the  order  of  merit  beamed 
with  deliglit  aroimd  her. 

Emily  often  brought  little  prefents  of 
cakes  and  books  for  the  moft  defervin^;  and 
they  in  thdr  turn,  gathered  primrofes,  cow- 
sflips,  and  ot4ier  ^v3ld  flo^^'ers,  and  contended 
who  fliould  fifft  prefent  them  to  her.  One 
■Jlttle  boy,  as  lie  was  reading  this  paifage  in 
ihe  Pfalms  to  her,  wko  maketh  his  Jngels 
^irks,  turned  fuddenly  and  faid,  lookhig  her 
full  in  the  face,  "  Are  you  not  an  Angel, 
•Mife  Lorton?"—"  Why  do  you  think  fo?" 
faid  flie ;  "  becaufc,"  faid  the  boy,  "  you 
look  fo  kindy  and  talk  fo  fwectly."    If  this 

vox.  II.  n  was 
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was  flattery,    it  was  furely  the  flattery  of 
nature. 

The  merit  of  beneficence  is  not  complete, 
unlefs  it  he  occafionally  exercifed  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  ibme  privation  of  our  own  parti- 
cular comfort  or  luxuiy.  Her  father  had 
given  Emily  fotne  money,  in  addition  to  her 
ufual  allowance,  as  he  willied  to  fee  her  ap- 
pear in  a  new  drefs  on  her  birth-day.  When 
the  day  came,  flie  made  her  appearance  d^t 
dinner,  dreffed  indeed,  as  flie  uniformly 
was,  with  tafte  and  fimplicityj  but  not  in 
the  manner  he  expefted.  "  You  know, 
my  dear,"  faid  he,  exprefiing  in  his  looks 
fome  furprize,  "  I  am  always  happy  to  fee 
you  grace  this  happy  occafion  in  an  ap- 
propriate manner ;  why  then  do  you  difap- 
point  me?  Have  your  mantua-maker  and 
your  milliner  both  forgot  you ;  or  have  you 
forgot  yourfelf  ?" 

Emily  bluflied  and  looked  a  little  con- 
fufed,  recovering  herfelf  however,  *'  dear 
father,"  faid  Ihe,  "  if  you  wilh  to  know  the 
reafon  of  my  being  drefled  as  I  ufually  am, 

I  win 
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I  will  tell  you, — and  I  hope  my  confeflioii  will 
not  excite  your  difpleafure.  Poor  Mrs. 
Affleck  was  reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs,  becaufe 
fome  of  her  fcholars  are  greatly  in  arrears, 
and  flie  cannot  receive  any  of  their  money 
before  harveft,  that  I  lent — tliat  is — gave  her 
the  money  I  received  of  you ;  and  delighted, 
as  you  know  I  always  am,  with  a  new  drefs, 
no  one  ever  gave  me  half  the  pleafure  I 
enjoyed,  when  I  put  my  purfe  into  her  grates 
ful  hands.  To  you,  deareft  father,  I  make 
this  confeffion  without  referve ;  but  I  Ihould 
be  forry  any  other  perfon  in  the  village  (hould 
be  made  acquainted  with  poor  Mrs.  Affleck's 
wants." 

"  Generous  girl !"  exclaimed  the  Colonel, 
*'  banilh  every  thought  of  my  difpleafure; 
for  your  condu6i:  charms  me  as  an  excellence, 
and  ftimulates  me  as  an  example.  How  often 
do  your  looks,  and  ftill  more  your  actions,  re- 
mind me  of  your  mother ! — furely  her  angelic 
fpirit  hovers  over  you  and  prompts  you  to 
fuch  acts  of  benevolence.  May  your  virtues, 
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the  exercife  of  which  conftitute  my  happinefs, 
and  are  the  fubjefts  of  my  admiration, 
meet  tvith  their  full  recompenfe  from  the 
.J'ather  of  all  mercies  l" 


CHAP. 


CHAP.    XXXVI. 


Sea-circled  Malta !  from  whofe  lofty  bi;ow, 

The  laurel  only  will  fpontancous  grow, 

Which  decks  with  \x,Tdant  wreathes  from  age  to  agc^ 

Tbe  Chiefs,  that  blazon  CHriilry's  fair  pa^*  r 

Thy  marble  heights  in  tow'ring  pride  difplaj 

White  ramparts  gilded  by  the  rifing  day; 

What  though  thy  Champions  of  die  Faith  t^Q  more 

Repel  the  Turkifh  fquadrons  from  thy  fliore; 

What  thoBgh  thy  white^crofs  bands  with  rites  divrne, 

N^  more  bend  fuppliant  round  the  Baptift*9  (brine ; 

Yet  Britain,  guardian  of  each  injur'd  ftat^, 

Sends  her  bold  fons  to  raife  thy  linking  fate; 

Unfurls  her  ftanda^d  on  thy  rocky  throne, 

Rules  with  mild  fway  thy  children  as  her  own ; 

And  plcas'd  thy  laws  inviolate  to  keep, 

With  naval  thunder  awes  thy  fubjcd  deep.  A. 


1 H  E  only  letter  Edward  received  from 
Emily  in  the  courfe  of  liis  abfcnce,  he 
found  at  Malta.    It  was  an  anfwcr  to  one  ol 

his, 
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his,  written  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  do  ho 
nour  to  her  underftanding  and  candour.  She 
liinted  more  than  once  at  her  regard  for  him, 
and  although  he  might  fairly  conclude  from 
her  expreflions,  that  Ihe  preferred  him  to  all 
her  other  admirers,  Ihe  avowed  her  fixed 
determination  never  to  marry  without  tlic 
full  confent  of  her  father.  Of  the  teizinij 
courtlhip  of  the  Knight,  and  the  unkind 
behaviour  of  Mrs.  Wilfon,  flie  faid  not  a 
word  from  motives  of  delicacy ;  but  flie  told 
iiim,  llie  highly  approved  his  condu6b  in 
leaving  England  from  motives  of  filial  duty, 
and  concluded  her  letter  Avith  fome  allufions 
to  her  own  declining  health.  This  laft  cir- 
cumftance  awakened  the  mod  anxious  con- 
cern in  tlie  mind  of  Edward,  and  he  returned 
an  immediate  anfwer,  replete  with  expref- 
ficMis  of  the  moft  ardent  affeftion  and  un- 
alterable love.  This  was  the  letter  which 
led  to  the  detection  of  Sir  Lionel  Wager's 
forgery. 

Edward,  with  his  ufual  aftivity,  employed 
himfelf  in  examining  >yhatever  was  curious 
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ih  the  renowndd  ifland  of  Malta ;  and  in  cul* 
tivating  an  acquaintance  with  the  moft  re- 
fpeftable  perfonSj  to  whom  he  could  procure 
an  introduction. 

Malta  ftruck  his  attention  as  a  very  in- 
terefting  place.  Like  Gibraltar,  it  ihows 
the  extenfive  poAver  of  the  Britiili  Navy. 
Great  Britain,  by  having  thefe  two  ftations 
in  her  poffeffion,  holds  the  kCys  of  the 
IVfediterranean  Sea  and  of  Egypt.  Malta 
has  derived  its  celebrity  from  being  the  re-^ 
lidence  of  the  Knights,  who  compofed  an 
inftitution  partly  of  a  religious  and  partly  of 
a  military  nature.  This  romantic  fyftcm 
fprung  from  the  Crtifades,  and  preferved  till 
very  lately  its  original  fpirit.  The  Knights 
were  perfons  of  noble  families,  natives  of 
popilh  nations  ;  and  their  vows  bound  them 
to  celibacy,  to  fupprefs  piracy,  and  wage 
perpetual  war  againft  the  Turks. 

The  corn  which  grows  in  Malta  is  not 
fufiicient  for  the  confumption  of  its  inhabi- 
tants; yet  nature  abundantly  rewards  their 
attention  to  tiic  cultivation  of  fruits,  for  the 

molt 
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moft  delicious  oranges,  melons,  olives,  and? 
grapes  abound ;-  and  lb  genial  is  the  Gliuiate,. 
tiiaX  three  crops  of  figs  in  one  year  is  not  an 
unufual  growth.  Of  Malta  and  Valetta,  the 
inhabitants  amount  to  30,000;  the  ftreets 
are  fpacious  and  regularly  built,  and  the; 
houfes  of  Avhite  ftone  are  elegant  and-  grand-: 
The  women  are  of  a  dark  complexion,  band- 
ibmc,  and  have  very  fine  eyes :  the  men  arc 
politCj-and  their  language  is-  a  mixed  dialeCiiy^^ 
diiefly  compofed  of  Arabic. 

At  the  time  Edward  arrh^d^  a  few  of  the 
Knights  ftill  remained  in  the  Ifland,  in  con- 
fequencc  of  the  kind  treatment  they  expe- 
rienced from  tbe  Englifh.  Among  them  was-, 
the  Baron  BcIJidd,  a?  German  nobleman,  of' 
an  amiable  difpofition,  confiderable  attain- 
ments, and  elegant  manners.  Edward  ha<t« 
heard  a  very  favourable  character  of  the' 
Baron,  which  his  converlation  and  behaviour 
tf>  hiin  fully  JAillified..  Their  attentions  to 
each  other  foon  ripened  into  intimacy,  anct 
mtitual  attadiment.  He  \\as  delighted  with- 
EdwtU'd  for  liis  ingenr.ous  difpofition  andi 
■'  •  L  amiable 


amiable  qualities — for  the  goodnefs  (if  his 
heart  and  the  foundnefs  of  his  Imderftanding: 
Edwai'd  fympathifed  with  the  Baron  for  \\W 
Offerings,  and  honoured  hiin  for  his  bravery^- 
for  he  had  received  wounds  from  the  hands 
of  aflaffins,  Mho  had  attempted  his  life ;  and 
■when  the  French  attacked  Malta,  as  he  was 
defending  one  of  the  out-pofts,  a  bullet  hail" 
penetrated  his  leg,  and  he  could  not  move 
without  affiftance. 

The  Baron  refided  in  a  palace  in  the  city 
of  Valetta ;  the  iineft  orange-trees  flouriiTicrf 
in  his  extenfive  garden,  and  prefented  the 
gay  and  beautiful  appearance  of  foliage  of 
tiie  richeft  verdure  intermixed  with  bloitbms,' 
and  green  and   ripe  fruit  hanging  from  the?- 
heavily  laden  boughs,  and  pcrfumins  the  air 
with  fragrance.     Here  they  retired  to  con- 
vcrfe,  fcrcened  from  the  fervki  rays  of  the^■ 
din,  in  a  bower  of  odoiiferous  flirubs,  eiv-. 
joying  the    cool  breezes  waited    from    thf*^ 
ocean,   and  hearing  the  gentle  murmurs  o** 
the  furge  tliat  broke  upoii- the  rocks  at  tluir 
u?Gt.  fUii  hiJQ^  uh  ^ 

«  I  l;av(r 
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*'  I  have  a  high  refpea  for  your  order,'* 
faid  Edward,  "  and  I  think  it  will  be  a  lalt- 
incr  reproach  to  the  European  ^Monarchs,  if 
it  be  not  re-eftablillied." 

"  Your  refpeft,"  replied  the  Baron,  "  will 
be  much  increafed,  if  you  recollea  the  na- 
ture of  our  inftitution,  which  was   not  only 
defigned   to    maintain    the    Chriftian    faith 
againft  the  infidels,  but  to  difplay  the  virtue 
of  charity,  the  brighteft  jewel  of  our  holy 
religion.      Our  order   has    fubfifted  nearly 
700   years;    we    trace  its    origin  from    the 
Knights  Hofpitallers  of   St.  John   of  Jeru- 
falem ;    it  was  their  benevolent  occupation 
to  attend  the  fick  pilgrims,  who  vifited  that 
holy  city.     We  have  always  kept  this  noble 
example  in  view,  and  I  can  refer  you  to  an 
eminent  proof,    that  in  modern   times,  we 
have  preferved  the  genuine  fpirit  of  our  ori- 
ginal inftitution. 

"  In  the  memorable  fummer  of  1783, 
when  the  earthquakes  happened  in  Calabria, 
neither  the  continual  and  violent  ftorms  nor 
the  ra^ring  fea  could  intimidate  us ;— for  as 

fooii 


Coon  as  we  heard  of  the  deftru£tive  effects  of 
the  earthquakes,  we  equipped  mir  gailies,  and 
prevailed  upon  the  moft  ikilful  of  our  me- 
dical men  to  accompany  us,  and  took  with  us 
every  article  we  thought  requiiite  on  an  occii- 
fion  fo  diftreffing.     The  ftandard  of  St.  John 
Baptift,  our  Uitelary  iaint,  floated  in  the  air^ 
and  was  the  firft  fignal  of  relief  to  thoufands 
of  M'retched  fufferers,  who  fi;ood  upon  the 
Ihores  of   INIeffina  with   outftretched  arais, 
and  fuppliant  cries,  imploring  us  to  hafteu 
to    their    aififtance.       AVith    eagernefs    we 
fprang  on  fliore ;    we  diftributed  provifioiis 
amoncr  the  necelfitous,   we  fearched  under 
the  ruins  of  palaces  and  houfes  for  the  un- 
happy wretches  buried  under  them  by  the 
dreadful  convidfion :    we  proceeded  to  tiie 
huts  raifed  in  the  helds,   where  fomc  had 
fought     an    afylum ;     ^vhilft     others    were 
ftretched   on  the  ground  batlied  in    blood, 
and  fainting  with  their  bruifcs.     Wc  (ireffed 
their  wounds,  and  fupplied  them  with  food 

and  clothing- 
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"  We  beheld  their  ftreaming  eyes,  and 
clafped  hands  raifed  towards  heaven;  \vc 
heard  tliem  utter  the  moft  earneft  fupplica- 
tions  to  the  throne  of  mercy,  that  bleffings 
might  defcend  on  our  heads.  Thefe  were 
the  only  returns  they  could  make — the  fole 
recompcnfe  we  defired.  And  what  prayers, 
my  friend,  can  be  more  effeclual  to  call  down 
bleffings  from  above,  than  thofe  of  the  dif- 
trefied  for  their  benefactors  ?  Affiaredly  the 
angels  and  holy  martyrs  liften  to  them  Avith 
delijiht,  and  the  ]\loft  Hi^h  regards  them 
with  approbation. 

:  .;"T;Had  we  expected  temporal  good  to  be 
the  rev/ard  of  our  labour  of  Chriftian  love^ 
we  fhould  have  mifunderftood  the  genius 
and  fpirit  of  our  inftitution.  We  know  by 
the  example  of  thofe  who  have  '  fought  tlie 
good  fight,'  in  maintenance  of  the  holy  faith 
of  our  Redeemer  in  former  times, — that  the 
great  object  of  our  high  calling  can  be  no- 
thing in  the  compafs  of  this  world  to  beftow 
— nothing  inferior  to  the  crown  of  celeftial 

glory. 
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glory.  But  from  whatever  quarter  our  af- 
tliciions  were  ordained  to  come,  leaft  of  all 
did  we  expe6t,  that  thofe  once  confidered 
as  the  moft  zealous  fupportcrs  of  the  Ca- 
tholic faith,  would  be  the  authors  of  our 
difgrace  and  ruin.  To  Frenchmen,  even  to 
thofe  Frenchmen  who  were  Knights  of  our 
Order,  who  had  taken  the  moft  folemn  vows 
to  maintain  its  ftability  and  guard  its  ho- 
nour, we  owe  its  fall — Yes,  and  worfe  than 
its  fall,  the  everlafiing  difgrace  they  have 
brought  upon  it  by  tiieir  bafenefs  and  trea- 
chery." 

"  You  allude,  no  doubt,  Sir,"  faid  Ed- 
ward, "  to  the  condu6l  of  thofe  French 
Knights,  who  betrayed  the  Ifland  to  Bona- 
parte and  Admiral  Brueys,  when  the  army 
and  fleet  under  their  command  ftopped  here, 
in  their  voyage  to  Egypt: — but  furely  they 
did  not  prefume  to  violate  the  fan6lity  of 
your  religious  places." 

"  Yes,"  rejoined  tlie  Baron,  rifmg  from 
his  feat,  with  refentment  flalliing  from  his 
cxpreifive  eyes,  and  his  right  arm  extended, 

as 
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as  if  in  the  aO:  of  chaftifing  the  infolence  of 
fome  unmorited  affront — "  Yes — traitors  to 
their  God,  as  nell  as  enemies  to  man,  they 
plundered  the  Churches — even  that  of  St. 
John.  The  confecrated  ftandards  of  our  holy 
Order,  the  golden  cBndleiticks,  and  the  fa- 
cred  vefTcIs  -were  carried  away  by  thefe 
impious  renegadoes.  In  vain  did  we  re- 
monltratc — in  vain  folicit  their  reftoration. 
They  did  not  liowever  exult  long  in  their 
€afy  conqueft,  before  they  reaped  tl>e  bitter 
fruits  of  their  facrilege,  and  your  country- 
men were  deftined  by  Providence  to  be  the 
agents  of  its  njerited  vengeance.  The  in- 
vincible Nelson,  armed  as  it  were  with  the 
elcTnents,  in  the  night  of  Auguft  the  firft,  in 
foOl,  attacked  their  Hcct  as  it  lay  in  a  ftate 
of  fancied  fecurity  in  the  Bay  of  Aboukir. 
The  fea  and  the  heavens  were  illumined  far 
ttnd  wide  by  the  fire  of  his  inceii'ant  artil- 
lery :  his  onfet  was  uneKpeQ:ed  as  the  light- 
jiing,  and  as  fatal  too ;  his  attack  was 
crowned  with  complete  fuccefs,  and  ftrange 
to  tell — but  mark  the  ways  of  Heaven— the 
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JJOrient^  the  Admiral's  Ihip  and  the  largeft 
of  all  the  fleet,  laden  with  the  Tpoils  of  our 
Churches  was  blown  up  at  the  beginning  of 
the  adion,  and  nearly  all  her  crew  perilhed 
in  a  moment.  The  fate  of  the  reft  of  the 
{hips  I  need  not  mention  ;  for  how  can  any 
one,  and  efpecially  an  Englilhman,  be  igno- 
rant of  that  great  victory,  the  glory  of  which 
is  extended  throughout  the  globe." 


CHAP. 
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i'll  i-ead  you  matter  deep  and  dangerous. 
As  full  of  peril,  and  advent' reus  fpirit, 
As  to  o'erwalk  a  c-iirrent,  roaring  loud, 
On  the  unilcadfaft  footing  of  a  fjiear. 

FxRST  Part  of  IJekuy  IV, 


An  accident  occurred,  which  gave  Edward 
aa  opportunity  of  rendering  an  important 
iervice  to  his  noble  friend  the  Baron.  While 
he  was  at  fupper  in,  a  diftant  part  of  Va,- 
letta,  news  was  brought,  that  the  hotel  in 
which  he  lodged  was  in  flames.  He  had 
there,  in  addition  to  his  clothes  and  baggage, 
fome  favourite  books,  the  journaj  of  his  travels, 

and 


artd  the  letters  he  had  received  frorn  his 
friends; — he  inquired  impatiently,  if  the 
flames  had  reached  the  next  houfe,  this  was 
the  Baron's  palace — and  he  was  told  it  was 
all  in  a  blaze.  Away  he  flew  like  lightning, 
regardlefs  of  himfelf  or  his  property;  his 
only  concern  was  to  fave  the  Baron,  who 
had  been  for  fome  days  confined  to  his 
apartment,  in  confequence  of  one  of  his 
Mounds  becoming,  worfe.  This  was  the 
crifis  for  an  ardent  effort  of  friendfliip. 
"  Alas!"  exclaimed  Edward,  as  he  entered 
the  hall,  "  the  ftaircafe  already  fmokes,  and 
his  apartment  is  at  the  farther  end,  how 
fliall  I  reach  it?  The  Baron  is  helplefs, 
and  perhaps  alone,  for  the  fervants  are  flying 
in  airdire6lions ;  what  if  he  be  left  to  periih 
— what  if  he  experts  my  affiftance,  and  is 
now  calling  upon  his  Marriot !" 

He  ruflicd  forward,  regardlefs  of  dan- 
ger, and  burftiiig  open  the  door,  leized  his 
friend ;  his  intrepidity  gave  him  ftrength 
redoubled,  fo  that  witli  the  affiitance  of  one 
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domeftie,  the  trulty  Rinaldo,  the  Baron 
was  conveyed  to  a  houle  on  the  oppolite 
fide  of  the  Itreet. 

It  may  be  obfcrved,  that  his  own  va- 
luables in  the  hotel  were  all  prefervcd ;  a 
circumftance  very  unimportant  in  Edward's 
opinicfl,  as  the  Baron  had,  by  his  exertions^ 
been  enabled  to  efcape  the  ravages  of  tlie 
fire. 

When  he  afterwards  reflected  upon  this; 
incident,  his  heart  exulted  with  confciou3 
fatisfa6lion ;  its  gratulations  were  as  ardent 
as  they  were  juft.  What  felicity  could 
exceed  his  own — he  had  formerly  faved 
the  life  of  Emily,  his  heart's  deareft  trea- 
sure ;  he  liad  now  preferved  Belfeld,  his  ho- 
noured fiiend. 

.  Thofe  who  are  qualified  by  obfervation 
and  experience,  to  make  a  juft  eftimate  of 
the  gratifications,  which  human  life  can 
give,  will  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  pro- 
noimce,  that  in  none  of  the  purfuits  of 
the  fordid,  the  ambitious,  or  the  volup- 
tuous, 
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tuous,  are  any  pleafures  to  be  found,  com- 
parable to  fuch  as  fpring  from  the  exercife 
of  refolution  and  courage  exerted  in  the 
fervice  of  thofe  who  have  gained,  becaufe 
they  merit  our  aftiection. 


s  s  CHAP. 
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O  place  mc  in  fomc  heav'n  prote^led  ifle, 
Where  Peace,  and  Equity,  and  Freedom  fmile ; 
Where  no  volcano  pours  his  fiery  flood, 
No  crofted  warrior  dips  his  plume  in  blood. 
Where  Power  fecures  what  Induftry  has  won; 
Where  to  fucceed,  is  not  to  be  undone : 
A  land  that  diftant  tyrants  hate  in  vain, 
In  Britain's  ifle,  beneath  a  George's  reign. 

COWPEU. 


*'  And  whither,  Sir,"  faid  Edward  to  the 
Baron,  "  do  you  propofe  to  go,  as  foon  as 
your  wounds  will  fufFer  you  to  quit  Malta?" 
"  The  place,"  replied  the  Baron,  "  of  my 
deftination,  although  it  has  coft  me  fome 
ftruggles  of  mind  to  determine  the  point, 
is  fixed :  I  have  been  fo  long  abfent  from 
Germany,  my  native  country,  that  all  my 
near  relations  are  dead  ;  my  property  tliere 

is 
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is  confiderable,  and  the  ftate  of  things  is 
infecure  from  the  continued  inroads  of  the 
French  ;  and  indeed  their  condu6l  in  Malta 
has  been  fo  dilhonourable,  that  I  can  neither 
relifti  their  fociety,  nor  endure  their  domi- 
nation :  I  will  therefore  convert  my  lands 
into  money,  and  with  it  I  will  retire  into 
the  country  where  only  life  and  property 
are  perfe6lly  fecure. 

"  Britain!  thou  art  the  afylum,  where 
amidft  the  degeneracy,  the  venality,  and  the 
fervile  ftate  of  the  nations  of  the  Continent, 
liberty  and  independence  are  alone  to  be 
found : — Thou  art  the  Parent  of  Magnani- 
mity, Honour,  and  Benevolence ;  the  Nurfe 
of  Genius,  Induftry,  and  virtuous  Enterprize: 
upon  thy  hofpitable  ihorcs  will  I  feek  a  re- 
fuge— tliere  I  fhall  find  a  people  loyal,  mag- 
nanimous, and  free,  fprung  from  the  fame 
lineage  as  myfelf ;  over  them  reigns  a  Mo- 
narch defcended  from  a  race  of  German 
Heroes,  the  flag  of  whofe  fovereignty  is 
wafted  by  his  invincible  fleet  to  the  confines 
of  the  globe,  and  whofe  paternal  folicitude 

for 


for  tlite  hfeppiitefe  of  liis  people  iB  equally 
cblebrated  as  sm  power.  Under  his  loitei- 
ihg  protection  I  ihall  enpy  the  bleifings  of 
ffecurity  and  toleration :  my  property  is  fuf- 
iicieatly  ampie,  not  only  tb  fupport  the  dig' 
ifffty  of  my  rank,  und  the  refi>e^aUlity  of  my 
character,  but  to  ^pply  ^  wante  of  tlie 
•diftrefled,  m  GOftforniity  to  the  precepts  df 
my  religion,  and  the  rules  of  my  order." 

«  i  ai*i  deliglited,"  replied  Edxvard,  "  with 
"yoifr  plan :  permit  me,  i  inti'eat  you,  to  aijlift 
in  ills  execution  :  <«if  fliip  is  under  fdiHng 
tfrdeii's  ;  the  Captaiii,  xny  intimate  friend, 
Tiill,  at  my  reqirelt,  receive  w  ith  joy  a  paf- 
fenger  fo  diitinguifftod  as  yourfelf.  And 
fhould  \vte  be  fo  'happy  as  to  reach  my  bo- 
lofved  native  ibore,  you  may  be  affnred  of 
my  fattlier's  belt  attentions  :  he  ^^'ill  unite 
"with  me  in  fixing  you  in  fuch  a  a^efidence 
-as  you  defire,  and  from  tlie  ^c}X)ficfiions 
you  have  formed,  it  will  nctt,  1  tfiatter  myfelf, 
'he  very  difficult  to  eonvinoe  you,  that  Eng- 
land, and  not  Malta,  whatever  their  ftrong 
■prejudices  in  favour  of  thdr  native  rook  may 

induce 
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induce  the  inhabitants  to  lay,  is  the  Fi&re. 
(id  Hondo ^  the  Flower  of  the  World." 

"  I  have  another  inducement,"  continued 
the  Baron,  "  to  vifit  England : — as  gften  as 
tlie  pain  of  my  wounds  reminds  me;  of  the 
danger  of  loling  my  life,  when  the  Bravos 
aflaulted  me  at  Naples,  it  reminds  me  like; 
wife  of  my  preferver  from  their  fwords. 
The  people,  to  wliofe  care  I  was  left^  allured 
me,  that  tlic  Officer  who  interfered  and  faved 
my  life  was  an  Engliihman.  ^^s  nothing 
would  make  me  fo  happy  as  to  find  him  out, 
and  give  him  proofs  of  my  gratitude,  for 
this  pmpofe  I  would  travel  through-  the 
world." 

At  Edward's  earneft  requeft,  C^tain  Wal- 
lis  received  tlie  Baron  and  his  domeftics  on 
board  as  paflfengers  to  England.  They  had 
a  quick  and  favourable  voyage  to  Plymouth. 
After  performing  a  very  Ihort  quarantine, 
tliey  were  allowed  to  land;  and  they  tra- 
velled as  fall  as  the  Baron's  wounds  would 
admit  tow  ards  tlie  Nortli; 

On 
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On  their  arrival  at  the  town  of  Kefw  ick, 
Edward  left  his  companion,  with  promifes 
to  return  to  him  in  a  Ihort  time.  Great 
was  hi*  pleafure  when  the  blue  mountains 
of  Cumberland,  which,  by  comparifon  with 
thofe  he  had  fcen  abroad,  feemed  ftnaller 
than  they  formerly  were,  firit  appeared :  the 
Lake  of  Kefwiek  gleamed  upon  his  delighted 
eyes,  and,  on  his  nearer  approach  to  its 
banks,  he  recognized  the  fcenes  and  objeCts 
familiar  to  him  in  his  boyiih  and  youthful 
days — the  tower  of  his  father's  church,  the 
tall  fycamores,  the  hedge-rows,  and  the 
houfes  of  his  native  village.  The  recollec- 
|;ion  of  the  delights  of  former  years,  excited 
by  the  appearance  of  thefe  dear  objefts, 
rufhed  on  his  mind,  and  in  the  words  of 
Guarini,  his  favourite  Italian  poet,  he  ex- 
claimed, 

Care  filve  bcatc, 
E  voi  folinghi,  taciturni  orrori, 
Ah  quanto  volontiere, 
A  rcyidervi  lo  torno ! 
I  Dear 
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Dear  fulitary  hills,  and  filcnt  woods. 
Sweet  verdaut  vales,  and  gently  murmuring  floods  ! 
With  anguifh  once  I  bade  your  fcenes  adieu ; 
O  with  what  rapture  I  return  to  you ! 

He  entered  his  native  village  at  the  clofe 
of  tlie  day — he  had  been  fo  long  without 
hearing  from  Emily,  or  obtaining  any  infor- 
mation concerning  her,  that  he  conje6bured 
Ihe  might  be  married,  or  have  fallen  a  prey 
to  her  indifpofition,  and  be  no  longer  an  in- 
habitant of  the  earth.  Thefe  were  fuch  dif- 
treffing  confiderations,  that  he  thought  to 
know  even  the  worft,  would  be  a  lighter  evil 
than  to  remain  in  the  torture  of  fufpenfe. 

With  wild  palpitations  of  heart  he  reached 
the  confines  of  Lorton  Houfe.  The  trees 
and  Ihrubs  were  grown  fo  high  and  luxu- 
riant, as  to  encompafs  the  lawn  in  a  thick 
and  verdant  grove.  He  faw  the  fmoke  af- 
cending  in  wreathes  from  the  chimney  in  the 
calm  of  a  beautiful  evening.  He  approached 
the  gate  leading  to  the  lawn,  and  found  it 
open;  and  advancing  found  the  hall  door 
open  likewife.      He  ftoppcd  and  lillened, 

but 
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but  could  hear  no  found ;  twice  did  he  knock 
loarfly  and  impatiently,  but  no  perlmi  ap- 
peared. He  Itood  in  fufpenfe  and  agitation, 
and  his  mind  prcfaged  feme  misfortune.  He 
advanced  into  the  hall,  but  on  finding  no  one 
there,  he  ventured  into  the  adjoining  parlour. 
In  the  well-known  corner  ftood  Emily's 
forte-piano,  and  upon  it  lay  her  mufic  books. 
Here  he  ftood  as  if  entranced  ;  he  imagined 
he  heard  her  playing,  and  her  lovely  form 
gleameil  in  a  bright  vifion  before  his  fancy. 

F«dr  fome  time  he  indulged  this  pleafing 
teverie,  and  at  lait  fiarting,  as  from  a  dream, 
he  attvanced  into  the  kitchen,  where  he  found 
the  old  houfekceper  deaf  and  iniirm;  but 
foe  recollefted  hhn  perfectly  welL  On  his 
eagerly  mquiring  alter  the  family — "  You 
muft  know,"  faid  ihe,  "  that  no  longer  ago 
than  yefterday  morning,  the  Colonel,  Airs. 
Mapleton  and  Mils  Emily  fet  oft'  for  Lon- 
don; for  what  particular  reafon  they  are 
gone,  1  cannot  tell ;  but  my  mafter  feemed 
troubled  in  mind,  lie  walked  about  the  par- 
IwkS  in  a  hurried  manner  all  the  afternoon, 
6  and 
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and  got  iitde  or  no  ileep,  as  he  faid,  for  the 
lalt  night  he  was  at  home :  sts  for  Mifs  Emily, 
Ihe  did  notiiing  but  cry,  poor  girl,  till  hev 
eyes  were  fo  fwelled  Ihe  could  fcarcely  fee." 

This  account  feemed  very  myfterious  to 
Edw^ard,  and  the  abfence  of  the  family  Avas 
a  very  fevere  difeppointment ;  he  confoled 
himleif,  however,  with  thinking  that  his  father 
could  explain  every  circumftance  to  him. 

Wlien  he  reached  the  Rectory  houfe,  he 
found  his  father  repofing  in  an  harbour  in  his 
■garden,  to  enjoy  tlie  refrelhing  coolnefs  of 
the  evening.  His  eyes  were  grown  dim, 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could  difcern 
any  objeO;  whatever.  A  little  boy,  the  fon  of 
a  cottager,  was  reading  to  him  the  PfalmB 
and  Lelibns  for  the  following  Sunday,  pre- 
paratory to  the  duty  of  the  day,  as,  with 
the  alTiftance  of  his  clerk,  he  could  go 
through  the  reft  of  the  fer\nce.  The  old 
man  rofe,  on  hearing  the  footfteps  of  a 
ftranger :  as  foon  as  Edward  fpoke,  he  in- 
ftantly  recognifed  his  voice,  but  could  not 
diftinguifli  his  features. 

*'  Thanks 
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"  Thanks  to  a  gracious  Providence,"  laid 
he,  embracing  Edward,  "  I  again  welcome  you, 
my  long-loft  fon ! — ^to  fee  you  would  be  too 
great  a  blelfmg — ^after  enjoying  this  delight  of 
your  return,  I  fhall  die  contented  ! — Are  you 
in  found  health,  or  have  you  fufFered  by  change 
of  climate  ? — What  news  of  our  good  friend, 
Captain  Wall  is  ? — Are  he  and  his  brave  crew 
fafe  and  found,  and  is  the  flag  of  the  Britifli 
Navy  in  every  fea  triumphant?"  Thus,  with 
a  curiofity  quickened  by  affeftion  and  pa- 
triotifm,  he  alked  a  hundred  qucftions,  witli- 
out  giving  his  fon  time  to  anfwer  them. 

The  profpe6l  from  the  garden  was  line; 
the  fun  was  gilding  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains with  his  departing  beams;  the  weftern 
clouds  were  tinged  with  gold  and  erimfon ; 
the  landfcape  was  mellowed  by  a  foft  aerial 
tint,  at  that  point  of  time  when  the  twilight 
was  approaching,  and  the  lake,  fmooth  and 
fiiadowy,  was  lovely  to  the  fight. 

To  the  venerable  Dr.  Marriot  this  fair 
face  of  nature  was  grown  a  blank.  His 
eyes,   which    had    beheld  tlie   furrounding 
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beauties  of  nature  witli  delight  for  many 
years,  were  now  nearly  fightlels ;  the  piea- 
fures  arifing  from  fuch  external  obje6ls  were 
flown ;  his  enjoyments  w  ere  now  of  another 
kind,  contemplative  and  intelle6tual,  fpring- 
ing  from  the  pure  fources  of  cheerfulnels  and 
refigaation :  his  mind  was  lulled  with  the 
beft  tranquillity,  and  illumined  by  the  brighteit 
hope  that  can  leflen  the  infirmities  of  old 
age — v\ith  tranquillity  arifing  from  felf-gra- 
tulation  on  having  pafled  a  blamelefs  and  a 
ufeful  life ;  and  with  hope  of  embracing  his 
darling  fon,  of  hearing  him  praifed  for  the 
virtues  he  had  foftered  in  his  breaft — and  of 
partaking  with  liim  their  recompenfe  in  a 
world  to  come. 

Edward,  feated  by  his  fide,  made  a  full 
acknowledgment  of  his  attachment  to  Emily, 
requefted  his  approbation  of  his  choice,  and 
proved  how  dcferving  he  was  of  it  by  the 
facrifiee  he  had  made  of  love  to  duty,  by 
quitting.  England  at  his  requeft.  He  like- 
wife  informed  him  of  having  gained  a  hand- 
fome  lliare  of  priz^-money,  and  of  his  inti- 
macy 
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macy  with  Baron  Belfeld,  who  had  given  him 
repeated  affurances  that  he  would  make  him 
independent  for  life. 

"  Deareft  father,"  he  added,  "  this  pro- 
fpe6t,  however  flattering,  cannot  equal  the 
tranfport  I  Ihall  feel  when  alleviating  the 
burthen  of  your  declining  age  by  every 
means  in  my  power ;  truly  happy  I  can  only 
be,  if  I  fhare  with  you  all  the  good  fortune 
I  now  poffels,  and  that  which  Providence 
may  hereafter  beftow." 

Dr.  Marriot  could  give  his  fon  little  in- 
formation as  to  the  reafons  for  Colonel  Lor- 
ton's  fudden  departure  from  home ;  but  he 
told  him  fome  particulars  that  had  lately 
occurred  to  make  a  material  and  moft  un- 
pleafant  change  in  his  circumftances.  A 
merchant,  to  whom  the  Colonel  fold  a  large 
quantity  of  corn,  had  failed  in  his  debt; 
and  he  had  been  obliged  to  pay  a  conlider- 
able  fum.  for  a  neighbouring  farmer,  for 
whom  he  had  given  fecurity.  Dr.  Marriot 
conje6tured,  from  fome  particulars  the  Co- 
lonel had  told  him,  that  he  had  fet  off  for 

London, 
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I^ndon,  in  confcquence  of  letters  received 
from  ^Irs.  Wilfon.  Anxious  to  fecure  his 
company,  he  advifed  Edward  to  wait  the 
return  oi'  the  Colonel ;  but  as  he  was  never 
lefs  inclined  to  yield  to  his  father's  fuggef- 
tions,  than  at  this  time,  he  left  liim  with  alTu- 
rances  of  a  fpeedy  return :  he  then  haftened 
back  to  the  Ijaron,  and  informed  him  of  tlie 
urgency  of  the  cafe ;  and  the  Baron,  always 
inclined  to  pleaie  Edward,  was  the  more 
ready  to  comply  with  his  prefent  requeft,  as 
by  going  to  London  he  had  an  opportunity 
to  treat  perfonally  with  the  agents  for  the 
fale  of  his  German  cftates. 


CHAP. 
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Detefted  Malice,  hide  thy  guilty  bluflics 
In  deepeft  fliades,  nor  dare  approach  the  light ; 
For  Scorn  will  point  his  conftant  finger  at  thee, 
And  Jijftice  lafti  thee  with  his  fcorpion  fcourgc. 

A. 


1  HE  day  before  the  return  of  Edward  Mar- 
riot  to  his  native  village,  Colonel  Lorton  had 
gone  with  Emily  and  IVIrs.  !Mapleton  to 
London,  to  endeavour  to  compromife  his 
affairs  with  Mrs.  Wilfon. 

The  reader  is  reminded  that  in  Chap.  xxx. 
mention  is  made  of  the  Colonel's  obferva- 
tions  on  the  forged  letter  relating  to  the 
death  of  Edward  Marriot.  Some  particu- 
lars arc  here  ftated  which  led  to  the  difco- 
very  of  its  malevolent  author.  After  Emily's 
return  from  London,  ftie  took  great  pleafure 
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in  fhowing  her  aunt  all  the  books,  papers 
and  prefents  llie  had  brought  home  with  her. 
Among  her  letters  were  feveral  from  the 
Knight;  and  her  aunt  remarked,  that  flie 
had  feen  the  hand-writing  of  fome  of  them 
before.  Emily  expreffed  furprize  at  tlm 
obfervation,  and  faid  Ihe  muft  be  miftaken. 
Mrs.  Mapleton  ^vas  ftill  confident,  dnd  at 
laft,  on  recollefting  herfelf,  faid,  ihe  was 
pofitive  that  the  letter  received  by  Dr.  Mar- 
riot,  containing  the  fatal  news  of  the  death 
of  his  fon,  was  wTitten  in  the  fame  hand. 
Fortunately  the  Do6lor  had  prefen'ed  the 
letter ;  it  was  produced,  compared  with 
fome  fent  by  the  Knight  to  Emily,  w  hich, 
in  faQ;,  were  written  by  one  of  his  fervants, 
and  not  the  flighteft  doubt  remained  upon 
the  minds  of  the  Colonel,  Emily,  Mrs.  Ma- 
pleton, and  Dr.  !Marriot,  as  to  the  fource 
from  which  all  their  late  mifery  had  flowed. 

The  difeovery  produced  different  emo- 
tions, according  to  their  different  tempers. 
Mrs.  Mapleton  was  Avarm  with  empaflioned 
refentment,  Emily  fhed  tears,    Dr.  Marriot 
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expreiTed  his  aftouifliment  that  there  could 
be  fo  much  villainy  in  the  world ;  the  gi*cat 
mind  of  the  Colonel  was  moved— he  laid 
little,  but  determined  to  punilh  the  Knight 
for  his  cruel  artifice,  whenever  an  optx)rtu- 
nity  Ihould  occur. 

Such  an  occafion  prelented  itfelf  the  fir  ft 
time  the  Colonel  called  on  Mrs.  Wilfon. 
At  her  houfe,  and  in  her  company,  he  found 
Sir  Lionel.  In  an  embarraffed  manner  Mrs. 
Wilfon,  confcious  of  her  mifconduCt,  intro- 
duced thefe  gentlemen  to  each  other.  The 
Colonel,  with  his  accuftomed  politenefs,  firft 
paid  his  refpecls  to  Mrs.  Wilfon,  and  tlicn 
addreffed  himfelf  to  the  confufed  and  agi- 
tated Knight. 

"  Sir,"  faid  the  Colonel  in  a  firm  tone, 
fteadily  fixing  his  eyes  upon  him,  ''  I  am 
happy  in  thus  meeting  you,  as  it  gives  me 
an  opportunity  of  calling  upon  you  for  an 
explanation  of  an  affair  which  has  caufed  no 
fmall  diftrefs  in  my  neighbourhood.  Per- 
haps you  may  think  it  no  derogation  from 
the  chara61;€r  of.  .a  gentleman -to  fport  with 

the 


EMILY.  275 

thfc  feelings  of  others,  and  call  artifice  to  the 
aid  of  malevolence;  but  laffure  you  I  in- 
tend to  convince  you  that  I;  M*l  a  y<5ry 
different  opinion."  -'r-v'  "■'>■■ 

"  Sir — Sir — I  really  don't  know — can't 
ftrjjagine — or  comprehend — what  you  mean/* 

"  Then,  Sir,"  faid  the  Colonel,  railing  bis 
voice,  and  approaching  a  ftep  or  two  nearer, 
"  I  will  affift  your  faculties  a  little  to  folve 
this  enigma — perhaps  the  letter  I  hold  in  my 
hand  may  enliven  your  recoUeftion."  At 
thefe  words  he  produced  the  forged  lettei', 
opened  it,  and  held  it  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  Sir  Lionel  could  read  it,  without  having 
It  in  his  power  to  fnatch  it  from  his  hands. 

"  Do  you  know  this  hand-writing,  Sir  r" 
faid  the  Colonel. 

"  No — no — upon  my  honour,  Colonel 
Lorton,  I  do  not." 

"  Then,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  I 
do  not  believe  you.  There  are  the  ftrongeft 
proofs  that  you  do  know  every  thing  that 
relates  to  this  letter :  I  hardly  want  th<?  evi- 
dence I  could  bring  to  cQUvince  me  of  t,h^ 
T  2  juftnefs 
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juftnefs  of  niy  fufpicions,  for  your  maimer 
and  your  looks  give  a  flat  contradiclion  to 
your  aflertions." 

"  Sir,"  replied  the  Kniglit,  "  this  is  fuch 
language  as  no  gentleman  can  put  up  with — 
Sir,  if  you  mean  to  infult  me,  I  Ihall  call 
you  to  an  account." 

"  By  thefe  expreflions  I  fuppofe,  Sir," 
retorted  the  Colonel,  "  you  ■\vifli  me  to  un- 
dcritand,  after  you  have  nearly  broken  the 
heart  of  my  deareft  friend.  Dr.  IMarriot,  and 
difturbed  the  peace  of  all  our  neighbour- 
hood, you  are  eager  to  complete  your  atro- 
vcity  by  provoking  me  to  fight  a  duel,  and 
wifti  to  run  me  through  the  body,  or  Ihoot 
me  through  the  head." 

Here  Mrs.  Wilfon  intcrpofed :  flic  was 
terrified,  as  llie  well  knew  the  refolute  fpirit 
of  the  Colonel,  and  ihe  was  apprehenfive 
•too  of  her  own  detcftion — ■"  For  heaven's 
fake,"  faid  Ihe,  "  gentlemen,  ceafe  tlicfe  high 
words,  and  carry  this  quarrel  no  fartlier :— - 
Colonel,  how  can  you  fuppofe  my  worthy 
friend,  the  Knight,  would  be  guilty  of  fuch  a 
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trick^r-jiDu    mull   have  ,  bee%  -  jnoH  grofelyr, 
raifinformed."  ..g 

At  thefe  words  the  Knight  tQok  courage—rr 
"  Sir,"  faid  he,  ."'you  afperfc  iny_  charafter^'v 
I  am  certain  Mrs.  Wilfon  and  every  body 
muft  think  lb  •  I  lliall  infift  upon  fatisfa£tipn-j^ 
yes,  Sir,  the  latisfa6tion  of  a  gentleman." 

"  Then,  Sir,"  replied  the  Colonel,  "  t 
am  to  underftand  that  you  give  me  a  chaW 
lenge." 

,  "  Yes— fword  or  piftols  muft  fettie  this 
bufmefe." 

"  Thefe  are,"  faid  the  Colonel  firmly; 
*'  t^ie  weapons  pf  a  fol4ier,  and  not  of  an 
aflaflin,  as  I  look  upon  a  man  who  fights  a 
duel  to  be.  I  never  fought  a  duel,  nor  do 
I  intend  ever  to  do  fo;  for  I  abhor  the 
practice  as  abfurd  and  unchriftian  like.  If 
I  draw  my  fword,  I  4o  fo  to  defend  the 
laws,  not  to  break  them.  This  wound," 
pointing  to  his  forehead,  V  and  others  re- 
ceived in  many  a  fevere  campaign,  can  be 
witnefs  to  the  truth  of  my  aflertions. — But 
why  do  I  parley  fo  long  with  you  ?   My  re- 

monftrances 


278  EMILY. 

moiiftrances  are  of  no  avail,  unlefs  I  could 
awaken  you  to  remorfe,  and  lead  you  to 
make  reparation  for  your  bafe  conduct.  I 
fmile  at  your  threats,  and  I  defy  the  effects 
of  your  malice.  You  fee  you  are  detected, 
Sir ;  and  if  you  do  not  inftantly  proni'fe  to 
write  a  letter  qt  the  humbleft  apology  to 
Dr,  Marriot,  I  will  cane  you  in  the  firft 
public  place  I  meet  you,  and  poft  you  in  all 
parts  of  London  as  a  confummate ." 

Here  Mrs,  Wilfon,  with  increafed  agita- 
tion, again  interpofed,  and  begged  the  Knight 
to  accede  to  the  Colonel's  propofal,  as  he 
looked  fo  fternly,  and  fpoke  Avith  fuch  refo- 
lution,  as  if  going  to  proceed  immediately 
to  the  ekeclition  of  his  threat;  and  the 
Knight  turned  pale,  and  trembled  fo  much 
that  Ihe  thought  he  would  have  fainted,    ''''' 

No  great  intreaty  was  neceflary  on  the 
part  of  Mrs,  Wilfon,  as  the  manly  firmnefs 
of  the  Colonel  had  completely  difarmed  the 
vapouring  pretcnfions  of  the  Knight.  He 
Vas  now  OS  fubmiffive  as  he  had  before  been 
arrogant :  with  a  Ihaking  hand  he  wrote  the 
■'     «*iiiiyaj  letter, 
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letter,  and  Colonel  Lorton  peremptorily  de- 
clared, that  if  he  ever  met  him  in  the  fti*eets 
of  London,  he  would  cane  him  publicly,  in 
defiance  of  his  threats  of  fword  and  piftol. 

Sir  Lionel  retired  with  Ihame  and  difgrace : 
when  he  refle6led  on  the  ridiculous  figure  he 
had  made  in  the  duel  he  had  formerly  fought, 
and  thought  tiiat  the  Colonel  would  cer- 
tainly infli6l  the  chaftifement  he  had  threat- 
ened, he  judged,  like  FalftafP,  that  "  the 
better  part  of  valour  is  difcretion,"  and  there- 
fore gave  up  all  thoughts  of  fending  a  chal- 
lenge. He  took  great  care  to  keep  out  of 
the  Colonel's  way,  and  avoided  every  place 
where  there  was  the  flighteft  probability  of 
their  meeting.  His  confcioufnefs  of  guilt  in- 
creafed  his  natural  timidity,  his  fancy  was 
haunted  with  a  thoufand  fears ;  as  he  walked 
the  ftreets,  he  often  looked  back  to  fee  if 
tlie  Colonel  was  purfuing  him,  and  he  ftarted 
from  his  dreams  by  night,  roufed  by  the 
horrid  phantoms  of  Dr.  Marriot  and  his  fon 
afikiling  him  with  threatening  afpefts,  and 
upli^d  arms. 

CHAP. 


CHAP.  XL. 


~--^ ! Valour  foars  above 

What  the  world  calls  misfortune  and  affliftion ; 

Thcfe  arc  not  ills,  elfe  would  they  never  fall 

Qn  Heaven's  firft  favourites,  and  the  belt  of  men  ; 

The  Gods  in  bounty  work  up  ftorms  about  us, 

That  give  mankind  occafion  to  exert 

Their  hidden  ftrength,  and  throw  out  into  praftice 

Virtues,  that  fliun  the  da^y,  and  lie  conceal'd, 

Jn  the  fpiooth  feafons,  ^nd  the  calms  of  life. 

Addison's  Cato, 


Although  Sir  L,ionel  Wager  took  great 
pains  to  conceal  himfelf  during  the  whole 
time  Colonel  Lorton  continued  in  London, 
and  changed  his  lodgings  to  a  lefs  confpi^ 
cupus  ftreet,  his  active  creditors  found  out 
his  abode,  conftantly  befieged  his  door,  and 
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teized  him  inccflantly  for  money.     He  Mas 
thus  obliged  to  folicit  Mrs.  Wilfon  with  much 
importunity.     That  lady  knew  enough  of  the 
laws  to  be  fatisfied,  that  he  could  not  recover 
bis  demand  in  a  Court  of  Jultice,  ftill  flic 
confidered,   that  if  ihe  was  talked  of  as  a 
defaulter  in  a  debt  of  honour,  Ihe  ftiould 
lofe  all  credit  in  the  falliionable  w  orld.     She 
had    no  other    refource  in    this    difficulty, 
than  to  be  urgent  with  Colonel  Lortoii,  upon 
whom  ihe  had  a  legal  and  undoubted  claim 
for  the  money  Ihe  had  lent  him.     Several 
letters  had  paffed  upon  the  fubjed,  and  they 
had  fome  interviews,    which  tended  rather 
to  irritate  the  parties,  than  to  fettle  the  bufi- 
nefs  ;  the  lady  was  violent  and  haughty,  the 
gentleman  was  calm  and  digniiied ;  at  laft, 
however,  Mrs.  Wilfon  condefcended  to  ex- 
plain to  the  Colonel  the  reafon  for  her  im- 
portunity, and  told  him,  if  he  would  prevail 
upon  his  daughter  to  marry  the  Knight,  the 
affair  might  be  fettled  in  an  amicable  man- 
jier;  but  if  not,  the  law  muft  tajce  its  comfe, 

and 
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and  {he  fliouid  inftru6l  her  attorney  to  d& 
his  duty,  artd  arrcft  him  for  the  debt. 
•  Regardlefs  of  this  mienacing  alternative, 
the  Colonel  continued  firm  and  inflexible: 
to  whatever  diftrefg  he  might  be  di^iven,  he 
difdained  to  encourage  the  thought  of  pur- 
chafing  his  Own  eafe  at  the  expenfe  of  his 
daughter's  happinefs.  There  was  only  one 
expedient  left  to  extricate  him  from  his  dif- 
ficulty, and  that  was  to  fell  his  eftate  :  but" 
yet  how  mortifying  was  fuch  a  facrifice  to 
his  neceflities — to  part  with  his  patrimony, 
the  endeared  domains  of  his  anceftors,  upon 
which  he  had  expended  not  only  a  large 
fum  of  money,  but  the  moft  precious  years; 
the  diligence  and  attention  of  a  great  portion 
of  his  life,  and  this  eftate  muft  be  fold  for 
probably  half  its  real  value,  that  is  barely 
enougk  to  pay  Mrs.  Wilfon  her  debt.  Thus 
lie  might  indeed  fecure  his  daughter  from 
matrimonial  unhappinefs,  but  thus  he  muft 
teave  her  a  beggar  ! 

The  Colonel  and  his  fair  companions  went 

to  Mrs.  Spark's   houfe  in  London,  by  her 

6  particular 
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particular  invitation  and  tlie  preffing  requfeii 
of  her  daughter,  the  Countefs  ot  Mahnaifon. 
It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  Count  had 
cruelly  left  this  lady,  after  he  was  ordered 
to  quit  the  kingdom,  without  takhig  leav/tfy* 
or  even  writing  to  her.  This  infenfibility 
deeply  affe6ted  her,  for  fhe  truly  loved  hioi; 
Thus  deferted,  ihe  found  herfelf  very  awk^ 
wardly  circumftanced  :  ihe  was  a  wife,  and 
yet  w  as  deprived  of  the  fociety  of  her  huf- 
band ;  Ihe  had  a  title,  once  the  great  obje6b 
of  her  wifhcs,  and  noir:  if  ihe  affumed  it, 
(he  ran  the  riik  of  expofmg  herfelf  to  cenfure 
and  ridicule.  She  ihunnied  company,  and 
yet  in  folitude  her  once  favourite  novels  had 
loft  their  relifti,  and  no  longer  gave  any 
pleafure.  Her  love,  her  ambition  had  re- 
ceived the  deepeft  wounds ;  in  vain  did  her 
mother  endeavour  to  comfort  and  amufe 
her ;  difappointment  preyed  upon  her  mhid, 
and  every  day  made  greater  inroads  upon 
her  health.  Her  conftitution  funk  under  this 
malady,  and  Ihe  fell  into  a  rapid  declirie. 
Negle6ted  as  had  been  her  education,  in- 
dulged 
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diilged  and  uncontrolled  her  temper,  and. 
frivolous  her  purfuits,  ftill  her  feelings  of  her 
prefent  degraded  fitiiation  Avere  nioft  acute, 
and  ftie  was  much  more  an  objc6t  of  pity 
than  cenfure. 

The  arrival  of  Emily  in  town  gave  the 
Countefs  an  opportunity  of  unburthening  her 
mind  to  one,  whom  flie  dearly  loved.  After 
her  feelings  had  been  fomcwhat  relieved  by 
a  flood  of  tears,  ihe  addreflcd  Emily  in  the 
following  manner. 

.    "   My  deareft    friend— I   am  fully  con- 
vinced, that   my  continuance  in    this   vain 
world  world  will  be  very  Ihort:  confidcr  me 
as  the  vi6lim  of  indifcretion  and  weaknefs, 
but  not  of  guilt.     Of  much  of  my  mifcon*. 
du6t,  my  too  indulgent  mother  has  been  the 
caufe.     I  now  can  clearly  fee  her  error  and 
my  own  :  by  making  me  at  too  early  an  age 
jny  own  miftrefs,  (he  abandoned  me  to  the 
caprice  of  my  own  temper,  and  the  folly  of 
my  OM-n  heart. — Alas !  I  fmk  opprefll^d  by 
.their  effects ;    accept   this  miniature  of  the 
man  who  deluded  and  defcrted  me  :  he  was 

furely 
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furely  undeferving  of  my  regatrdj  and  yetj 
if  he  were  now  prefent  to  plead  his  own 
caufe,  I  know  not  that  I  could  condemn  him, 
or  deny  him  forgivenefs.  Remember  me  in 
your  prayers,  and  when  you  Ihall  hear  any 
pcrfon  throw  reflexions  upon  my  condu^lj 
let  me,  I  earneftly  entreat,  find  zealous 
advocates  in  your  benevolence  and  friend- 
lliip." 

A  few  days  ended  her  forrows  with  hef 
life,  and  her  lofs  affected  Emily  with  all 
the  generous  feelings  of  affection  natural 
to  her  amiable  difpofition  and  goodnefs  of 
heart. 

Early  on  the  morning,  after  the  Baron  and 
his  friend  arrived  in  London,  Edward  Mar- 
riot  went  to  Mrs.  Sparks's  houfe.  On  com- 
ing into  the  fquare,  he  faw  a  confiderable 
trowd  coUefted ;  he  inquired  the  caufe,  and 
was  told  that  a  funeral  proceffion  was  com- 
iflg  that  way.  On  walking  forward,  he  faw 
a  herfe  and  mourning  coaches  at  Mrs. 
Jiparks's  door.  The  proceflion  was  beginning 
ijowly  to  move,  and  the  plumes  of  the  herfe 

waved 
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waved  folemnly  in  the  wind.  His  heart  iiink 
within  him  at  the  fight,  and  he  remained 
motionlefs  and  difinayed.  The  folemn  train 
paffed  by  him,  and  what  were  his  fore" 
bodings  when  he  faw  ISIrs.  IVIapleton  and 
Colonel  Lorton  in  one  of  the  coaches.  He 
conje6bured  the  very  worft  calamity  that  could 
affeO;  himlelf :  he  could  hardly  ftand,  and 
with  difficulty  reached  a  (hop.  The  Ihop^ 
keeper  very  humanely,  on  feeing  his  extreme 
agitation,  offered  him  a  feat  and  refrelh- 
ments,  and  fent  as  foon  as  he  had  made  his 
wiihes  known,  to  inquire  whofe  funeral  it 
was.  The  melTenger  was  fome  time  before 
he  returned,  and  the  minutes  he  delayed 
were  hours  of  agony  to  Edward.  When 
he  came  back  he  reported,  that  it  was  the 
funeral  of  a  young  married  lady. 

"  Alas!"  exclaimed  Edward,  "  was  it 
for  this,  the  faddeft  of  all  fcenes,  I  have 
lived  to  revifit  my  native  country  ?  Would 
I  had  perifhed  on  the  fands  of  Egypt,  or 
been  fwallovved  by  the  roaring  fea,  ere  I  had 
beheld  this  wretched  day !" 

The 


The  humane  fliopkeeper  fent  his  fervaut 
to  Mr*.  Sparks's  houfn  to  obtain  certain  in- 
formation. The  meffenger  foon  returned, 
and  told  him  that  it  >vas  the  funeral  of  the 
Countefs  jMaUnaifon,  and  that  the  Colonel 
and  Mrs.  Mapleton  iiad  attended  it  as  friends 
of  tlie  family.  He  added,  that  Mife  Emily 
Lorton  was  dangeroufly  ill. 

Her  attendance  on  lier  friend  tlie  Countefs 
had  increafed  her  former  indifpolition,  and 
ihe  was  pronounced  by  her  phyfician  to  be 
in  an  alarming  ftate  of  danger. 

Edward  recovered  his  fpirits  fufficiently 
to  call  upon  the  Colonel.  Wlien  he  fent  in 
his  name,  it  was  nioft  favourably  received, 
and  they  met  with  mutual  delight.  The 
Colonel  appeared  much  older,  the  wrmkles 
of  <:are  furrowed  his  face,  his  hair  was 
turned  grey ;  he  was  pale  and  very  grave  in 
his  deportment.  He  was  fo  much  changed 
from  the  cheerful  and  lively  character  Ed- 
ward once  remembered  him,  that  he  could 
not  help  inquiring  the  caufe  of  this  ftiange 
alteration  with  the  moft  fri^pdiy  foUcitude. 

Struck 
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Struck  with  the  anxious  and  earneft  man- 
ner of  his  inquiries,  the  Colonel  related  to 
him  all  the  particulars  of  his  embarrafled 
circumftances,  thinking  he  might  with  the 
greateft  fafety  repofe  this  confidence  in  the 
worthy  fon  of  his  friend  Dr.  IMarriot. 

The  generous  heart  of  Edward  was  af- 
fected by  various  feelings — by  fympathy  for 
the  diftreffes  of  the  revered  father  of  Emily, 
and  by  the  ftronger  and  more  violent  emo- 
tions of  indignation. — "  What  fordid,  what 
hard-hearted  wretches,"  exclaimed  he,  "  are 
jVfrs.  Wilfon  and  Sir  Lionel — how  do  I 
M  iih  to  reproach  the  one,  and  chaftife  the 
other !" 

"  Alas !"  faid  the  Colonel,  "  although 
your  generous  warmth  in  my  fervice  does 
honour  to  your  feelings  of  friendfliip,  any 
refentment  lliown  to  them  would  be  more 
likely  to  haften,  than  to  prevent  my  ruin. 
Nor  are  they  the  only  caufes  of  my  mis- 
fortunes :  I  labour  under  the  weight  of  ac- 
cumulated diftrefs  ;  I  am  the  vi6lim  of  mv 
confidence   in    others.      The    merchant   to 

whom 
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whom  I  fold  my  corn,  is  a  bankrupt,  and 
I  find,  fince  I  ca»ie  to  L©ndon,  he  caniwt 
pay  me  a  iliilHng— and  the  farmer,  for  whom 
I  was  bounds  has  abfconded,  and  I  mii-ft 
be  anfwerable  for  his  debt.  Thus  embar- 
rafied  as  I  am,  a  prifon  is  inevitable.  But 
I  know  the  worft  perjbnal  evils  that  caw  be 
inflicted  upon  me,  and  for  them  I  am  pi*^ 
par«d;  neither  the  diftrefs  of  poverty,  n»r 
even  the  di^ace  of  a  gaol,  Avrll  give  rae 
inColeraWfe  paia;  for  I  feel  ftron^  in  my 
rcifance  on  that  Great  Being,  who  encou- 
rages Bfie  t&  ca:H  upon  him  in  the  time'  of 
trouble ;  and  he  will  furcly  be  the  more  in*- 
clined  tO'  liften  to  my  prayws, — ^for  when*  I 
enjoyed  his  bounty  in  the  funfftine  of  prof^ 
perity,  I  did  not  forget  my  duty.  No- 
no;  it  cannot  be,  Edward— Hte  will  not 
leave  me  comfortlefs,  clouded  although  I  am 
by  misfortunes,  and  degiaded  in  the  opinion 
of  the  world." 

Here  he  paufed,  and'  walked  about  the 
room  with  hurried  fteps ;  a  tear  ftole  dbwn 

VOL..  IT,  u  his 
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his  manly  cheek,  he  wiped  it  off,  and  another 
followed,    and   he   feemed    to    labour  with 
thoughts  too  painful  for  utterance.     ^'  There' 
is,"  refumed  he,  fpeaking  as  if  he  drew  his 
breath  with  difficulty,  "  a  part  in  which  I 
am    vulnerable^ — my   daughter    Emily — my 
belt  beloved — the  fweet  pledge   of  eternal 
aflfeclion  left  me  by  her  mother,  now  a  faint 
in  heaven :    Oh !  what  agony  is  referved  for 
me,  if  flic  niuft  be  involved  in  the  diftrefs  of 
her  father,    and  be  doomed,    while  endea- 
vouring to  alleviate  his  forrows,  to  fmk  under 
her  prefent  indifpofition,  increafed  as  it  will 
certainly  be,    by  the  diftrefs   of  the    moll 
affectionate    heart    that    ever    warmed    a 
daughter's  breaft.      O   Edward,  my  wants, 
my  imprifonment,  even,  my  death,  will  be 
a  luxury  compared  to  the  torture  of  furviving 
herr 

That  firm  and  intrepid  mind,  that  had 
often  enabled  the  Colonel  to  hear  the  cannon 
of  battle  without  difmay,  and  even  behold 
ideath  fpread  its  ravages  among  his  brave 
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companions  in  war,  was  overpowered  by 
the  recolle6tion  of  his  only  child — his  fick 
and  friendlefs  daughter!! 

Recovering  a  more  refolute  tone  of  voice, 
he  proceeded.  "  But  I  muft  fubmit  to 
whatever  may  happen,  for  it  is  the  duty  of 
a  Chriftian  to  learn  patience  from  him, 
who  even  died  to  exemplify  that  virtue. 
Affift  me  then,  I  conjure  you,  who  are  the 
Minifter  of  that  holy  Religion,  now  almoft 
my  only  remaining  folace,  to  make  tlie  tri- 
umph of  refignation  complete  over  adverfity 
and  the  infirmities  of  human  nature !" 

Edward  wifhed,  as  foon  as  the  Colonel 
mentioned  the  name  of  Emily,  to  interrupt 
him ;  but  his  judgment  very  properly  checked 
his  inclination.  As  foon  as  the  Colonel 
ftopped,  after  thus  lliowing  the  fenfibility  of 
his  heart,  and  the  energy  of  his  principles, 
which  no  diftrefs  could  Ihake,  Edward  in- 
quired moft  anxioufly  for  Emily.  Her  fa- 
ther confirmed  his  fears,  by  afluring  him, 
flic  continued  very  ill,  and  mufl  be  very 
u  2  cautioufly 
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cautioufly  prepared,  before  an  interview 
with  him  could  be  rilkcd;  as  her  fpirits 
were  fo  depreffed,  that  an  abrupt  vifit  might 
be  attended  even  with  the  moft  tatai  con- 
fequences. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.   XLL 


Wooing  thee,  I  found  thee  of  more  value 
Than  ftamps  in  gold,  or  fums  in  fealed  bags ; 
And  'tis  the  very  riches  of  thyfelf, 

That  now  I  aim  at 

Merrt  Wives  OF  Windsor. 


Emily's  phyfician,  a  man  of  acutenefs  and 
experience,  foon  difcovered  that  her  malady 
was  in  her  mind,  and  he  took  every  method 
to  remove  it.  He  had  heard  of  her  at- 
tachment' to  Edward,  and  of  his  return; 
yet,  from  feveral  hints  which  Emily  had 
thrown  out,  he  found  it  was  her  fixed  opi- 
nion, that  fome  difafter  had  befallen  him,  and 
flie  Ihould  never  more  behold  him.  The 
Colonel  trufted  to  the  addrefs  of  this  judicious 

ion 
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fon  of  Efculapius  to  cure  her  of  this  deeply 
rooted  perfuafion. 

The  phylician  began  a  converfation  with 
Emily  by  informing  her,  that  he  had  heard 
from  a  family  of  high  rank  wliom  he  at- 
tended, an  account  of  the  unexpefted  re- 
turn of  a  perfon  from  abroad,  fuppofed  by 
all  his  relations  to  be  dead.  The  circum- 
ftances  of  the  ftory  were  thefe : — After  one 
of  the  unfortunate  battles  in  the  late  ex- 
pedition of  the  Englifh  army  to  the  Helder 
Point,  in  Holland,  the  name  of  Captain  B — 

of  the regiment  was  returned  in  the 

lift  of  the  killed.  His  family  received  tlie 
melancholy  tidings  under  the  authority  of 
the  Gazette,  and  his  mother  and  all  his 
relatives  went  into  mourning  for  him.  About 
fix  months  after,  his  mother,  who  lived  in 
London,  was  informed,  that  a  ftranger  wifhed 
to  fee  her;  and  imagine  what  muft  be  her 
feelings  of  aftonilhment  and  joy  to  difcover, 
when  this  vifitor  made  his  appearance,  that 
he  was  her  fon !  She  fainted  in  his  arms, 
and  her  frame  was  ihook  with  fuch  agitation 

at 
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at  this  moft  uriexpe6led  meetiiig,  that  it  was 
a  long  time  before  Ihe  recovered  any  degree 
of  her  former  compofure. 

The  truth  was,  Captain  B— -^  had  been 
badly  wounded,  but  yet  had  fufficient  ftrength 
remaining  to  crawl  behind  a  fand  hill, 
where  he  lay  till  a  party  of  Dutch  troops 
came  up,  and  very  humanely  conveyed  him 
to  one  of  their  hofpitals.  One  of  the  Dutch 
officers  recollected  him.  He  had  before  the 
war  been  acquainted  with  his  family  at  Am- 
fterdam ;  thither  he  conveyed  Captain  B — , 
and  took  care  of  him,  till  he  was  fufficiently 
recovered  to  be  exchanged,  and  returned  to 
England. 

"  Now,  Mifs  Lorton,"  faid  the  Phy- 
iician,  "  if  any  particular  friend  of  your's 
was  to  return,  I  hope  you  would  be  better 
prepared  for  his  arrival,  and  would  receive 
him  with  more  firmnefs  than  the  mother  of 
Captain  B —  received  her  fon." 

"  Alas !"  replied  Emily,  "  1  fear  the  im- 
probability of  the  return  of  my  friend  is 
even  greater  than  that  was  of  Captain  B — ." 

"  You 
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"  Yon  will  not  think  fo,"  replied  the 
pliyfician,  "  ^vlien  1  tell  you,  that  a  veflel 
lately  arrived  at  Plymouth  from  Malta,  and 
has  brought  leveral  palfengers — how  can  you 
tell  who  thefe  paffengers  may  be?" 

Me  purfued  the  fubje6b  no  farther  at  that 
time,  but  on  paying  the  next  viftt,  he  re- 
vived it,  and  afi'ured  her— that  her  friend, 
Edtt-ard  IVIarriot,  was  actually  arrived  in 
England ;  and  finding  Ike  had  fufficicnt  firm<- 
nefe  to  bear  ihe,  information,  lie  proceeded 
to  tell  her,  that  he  was  in  London,  and  flie 
?ma;fat  foe  him  whenever  ihe  pleafcd. 

"  Trifles  liglit  as  air  ajay  be  to  tlie  jeaJous 
confirmations  ftrong  as  proofs  of  holy  writ/" 
— ^but  the  heart  that  has  long  been  the  fport 
of  uncertainty  and  the  viQ;im  of  difappoint- 
ment,  is  apt  to  create  difficulties,  and  dif- 
trufts  the  foundation  even  ef  the  eheriilied 
and  darling  hope,  whidi  it  moft  ai'deatly 
wilhes  to  realize.  Emily  could  only  be  per- 
fuaded  to  credit  the  Doctor's  flattering  re- 
port upon  the  additional  evidences  of  her 
father,  and  Mrs.  Mapleton. 

Thus 
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Thus  was  her  mind  familiarized  to  the 
llibjeft  of  Edwaixi's  return,  and  ihe  wa« 
^aduaily  prepared  for  an  interview  with 
iiira. 

At  an  appointed  hour,  wfeiich  Edward  an- 
licipated  by  a  confiderable  time,  tiicy  met. 
II«  was  m  the  room  conveiling  witii  the 
Colonel  and  the  Phyiician,  when  Einily, 
ftjp^)oited  by  Mrs.  Mapleton  and  Mrs. 
Sparks,  came  dowa  ftairs.  Her  conva- 
iefoence  etdvancing  lloniy  towards  healtii  re- 
iemhled  winter  itill  liogdiiig  on  the  ap- 
proach, aiid  giving  the  proiniie  of  fprijag; 
the  delicate  roie  began  to  tinge  her  clieek, 
and  the  luftre  of  their  former  fweetex[)rcffion 
wag  retmning  to  hei*  eyes. 

But  tiie  occafioo  was  too  overpowmng  for 
her  weakly  conftitution  and  fluctuatdag  fpi- 
rite.  Tl*e  moment  Ihe  wag  told  E^duand 
wajg  wa4fcic<^  to  fee  her,  (he  w^  feized  with 
a  fudden  treinour;  yet  endeavouting  to  be 
refolute,  with  faltering  fteps  Ihe  flowly  ad- 
vanced into  the  drawing-room.  He  waa 
^Imoft  ae  much  agitated,  aiKl  could  liardly 
5  tliink 
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think  what  was  paffing  a  reality.  She  ven- 
tured to  raife  her  eyes,  and  gazed  upon  hini 
with  an  angelic  benignity.  "  My  dear  Mifs 
Lorton,"  faid  he,  haftily  approaching,  and 
taking  her  hand — His  voice  awakened  all 
her  feelings  of  affection.  The  tumult  of  her 
fpirits  ceafed  to  be  violent,  it  fubfided  into 
tendernefs,  and  Ihe  was  relieved  by  a  flood 
of  tears.  When  juft  relapfing  into  agitation, 
and  ready  to  fink,  Ihe  found  herlelf  in  the 
arms  of  him,  who  poffeffed  eveiy  claim  to 
her  afFeftion, — as  her  faithful  friend, — her 
brave  preferver, — -her  long  loft  lover. 

Amid  the  various  occafions  upon  which 
the  emotions  of  the  human  heart  are  ex- 
cited and  difplayed ;  can  any  one  be  found 
more  honourable  to  human  nature,  or  more 
intercfting  to  the  benevolent  mind,  than 
fuch  an  one  as  this.  The  meeting  of  a  vir- 
tuous pair,  for  years  attached  to  each  other 
from  confiderations  of  the  higheft  perfonal 
merit,  after  a  long  abfence,  during  which 
the  obftacles  which  originally  impeded  their 
union  fcemed  to  be  confiderably  increafed, 
6  was 
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was  fuch  an  occurrence  as,  it  may  be  pre- 
fumed,  propitious  Heaven  finiles  upon  with 
peculiar  favour.  Edward  and  Emily  con- 
feffed,  that  it  was  no  fmall  cooipenfation 
for  the  forrows  of  tedious  abfence:  it  feemed 
to  comprife  the  felicity  of  years  in  the  com- 
pals  of  an  hour.  i-'i    ^;. 

Edward  foon  after  .pbtairied  a  private  in- 
terview with  Emily.  "  Now,"  faid  he, 
"is  come  the  crifis  of  fortune,  whatever 
painful  fenfatious  it  may  give  me  with  refpeO; 
to  your  father,  it  cannot  fail  to  delight  me,  as 
it  relates  to  you.  How  often  have  I 
wiilied,  moft  angelic  of  your  fex,  that  if  I 
could  not  rife  to  an  equality  with  you,  your 
fortune  might  fmk  to  a.  level  with  mine. 
I  can  now  give  you  a  fubftantial  proof,  that 
1  love  you  for  yourfelf  alone. — Length  of 
time,  abfence,  variety  of  objects,  and  even 
tlie  cliange  in  your  circumftances,  far  from 
diffolving,  have  confirmed  my  attachment. 
IwCt  me  give  you  the  moft  convincing  proof 
of  it,  by  propofing  ouv  immediate  marriage ; 

and 
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and  if  we  icannot  remove  the  preflure  of 
your  father's  misfortunes,  we  Ihall  be  better 
able  by  our  combined  endeavours  to  alleviate 
tliem :  fureiy,  I  cannot  be  lefs  dear,  or  lefs 
ufeful  to  him,  when  united  by  the  moft  tender 
of  all  ties  to  you."* 

"  Convinced,    fully   convinced,"    replied 
Emily,  without  heiitg^ion,  "  as  I  am  of  the 
ardour,   and  ftill  more  of  the  conftancy  of 
your  attachment,  I  cannot,   under  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances,  confent  to  your  propofal. 
Wait,  I  conjure  you,  fome  time  longer :  my 
father's   diftrefs   precludes    all    other    con- 
fiderations,  even  thofe  that  are  truly  dear  to 
my  heart.     Urge  me  not  to  do,  Avhat  it  b 
painful    to    deny.      Heaven,"    added   flie, 
throwing  up  her  ardent  eyes  that  ftreamed 
with  tears,  "  may  ftill  befriend  thofe  who, 
with  inceflant  diligence,  folicit  its  protection, 
and  endeavour  to  facriiice  every  confideration 
to  the  performance  of  their  duty." . 

Totally  ignorant  of    the    time  that    ha,d 
elapfed  during  this  interview,  Edward  judged 

it 
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it  better  not  to  diftrefi^ier  by  ferther  foli- 
citatiun,  and  on  obtaining  her  permiflion 
Ibon  to  fee  her  again,  lie  returned  to  the 
Baron.  His  heart  was  top  full  for  dif- 
guife  or  fecrecy ;  he  told  his  ftiei^d  of  all 
that  had  paifed — of  his  unaltered  love  for 
Emily,  and  her  father's  various  embarraff- 
ments.  The  Baron  was  moved — He  eagerly 
inquired  what  was  the  amount  of  the  Co- 
lonel's debt  to  Mrs.  Wilfon. 

"  Happy  ihall  I  be,"  faid  he,  *'  to  lend, 
or  to  make  him  a  prefent  of  the  fum  he 
wants ;  but  I  mult  be  cautious  in  what 
manner  the  propofal  is  made,  left  I  offend 
the  delicacy  of  his  feelings,  while  I  en- 
deavour to  relieve  his  diftrefs.  You  muft 
introduce  me  to  him,  and  I  will  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  waiting  upon  him, 
as  I  do  not  wiih  he  Ihould  firft  call  upon 
me ;  for,  however  ready  he  may  be  to  pay 
me  fuch  a  compliment,  I  think  that  more 
than  ufual  refpeQ;  and  deference  are  due 
to  a  gentleman  of  his  noble  mind  when  in 

diftrefs. 


302  EMiLr. 

dHtrefs.  Poflibly  out  of  our  acquaintance 
may  arife  an  opportunity  that  will  au- 
thorife  me  to  render  him  that  lervice  as  a 
friend,  which  it  would  be  impertinent  in  me 
to  offer  as  a  ftranger." 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  XLII. 


-The  (hadowy  vifions  of  paft  days 


Croud  on  my  foul ;  methinks  that  deep-ton'd  voice 

Sounds  like  fweet  mufic,  that  erft  charm'd  my  ear: 

Thy  noble  port,  and  manly  lineaments 

I  trace,  as  once  familiar  to  my  eyes  : 

But  Time  has  fprcad  his  dark  oblivious  mantle, 

And  dimm'd  remembrance. ^'^^■ 


When  Edward  introdueed  the  Baron  to 
Colonel  Lorton,  the  latter  received  him  with 
diftant  politenefs,  and  without  noticing  him 
in  any  particular  manner ;  But  the  Baron 
furveyed  the  Colonel  with  great  attention, 
and  telt  a  ftrange  agitation  arifing  in  his  mind, 
and  a  great  curiolity  to  converfe  freely  with 
him,  and  make  fome  minute  and  particular 
inquiries. 

"  I  under- 
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"  I  underltand,  Sir,"  faid  Hie  Baron, 
"  that  your  fituation  in  the  army  led  you 
to  vifit  various  places  abroad:  were  you 
ever  at  Malta,  wiiere  I  have  paffed  fo  many 
years  of  my  life?"  "  No,  Sir,"  replied  the 
Colonel,  "  I  was  never  farther  up  the  Me- 
diterraneaa  than  Naples  :  1  was  there  with 
another  officer  of  our  regiment  for  a  fliort 
time,  twenty  years  ago — that  is — let  me  re- 
coUeQ; — it  was  in  the  fammer  of  178*2." 

"  What  regiment  was  your's?"  aiked  the 
Baron.  "  It  was,"  replied  tlie  Colonel, 
"  the  39th,  then  ftationed  at  Gibraltar,  and 
commanded  by  Sir  Robert  Boyd,  afterwards 
Governor  of  that  garrifon.  We  obtained 
leave  of  abfence  to  make  an  excurfron,  and 
tsook  our  paiTage  in  a  polacca  tliat  was  going 
to  the  Coaft  of  Italy,  and  we  proceeded  as 
fer  as  Naples — It  was,  I  think,,  in  the  montla 
of  September." 

*'  This  is  extraoi'dfi'ttary,"  exclaimed  tli« 
Bafon,  "  for  in  the  vei'y  month,  of  tlie  year 
you  menHion,  I  was^tt^re  too. — Yes- — it  was 
in  1782,  as  you  mention — the  fummer  befbr« 

the 
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the  earthquakes  in  Calabria.  Did  any  thing 
remarkable  happen,  during  your  ftay  at 
Naples  ?" 

"  Yes!"  replied  the  Colonel  with  a  fi^, 
*'  the  fear  -vvhicli  you  fee  in  my  cheek,  and 
which  I  fliall  probably  carry  to  my  grave, 
can  witnefs  for  me,  tliat  fomething  very  re- 
markable did  happen  to  me  there.  The  even- 
ing before  we  left  Naples,  as  I  and  my  bro- 
ther Officer  were  walkisg  in  the  Strada  de 
Toledo,  we  faw  a  Cavalier  attacked  by 
bravos:  we  ran  up  to  the  place,  and  in- 
terfered in  his  defence :  from  one  of  the  vil- 
lains I  received  a  cut  in  my  cheek ;  but  I 
made  him  pay  the  forfeit  of  his  life  for  the 
wound.  His  companions  immediately  fled* 
The  Cavalier  had  been  ftruck  to  the  ground ; 
his  face  was  befmcared  with  blood,  and  he 
was  badly  M'ounded :  we  were  happy  in 
bearing  him  to  a  place  of  fafety,  and — " 

"  Let  me  alk  you  one  queftion,"  faid  the 
Baron,  interrupting  the  Colonel's  narrative 
M  ith  eagernefs — ^"  Did  the  Cavalier  give  you 
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any  memento"  of  liis  gratitude  r"  "  lie  did," 
replied  the  Colonel ;' — '*^  it  was  a  beautiful' 
antique  ring  of  a  lion  let  in  gold,  with  the" 
initials  of  his  name  cut  in  the  back  part: 
I  value  it  highly,  and  always  wear  it  with 
jny  feals — See,  here  it  is,"  faid  he,  taking  out 
liTS  watch,  and  Ihowing  the  ring. 

Surpri2e,  doubt,^  and  joy  were  alternately 
depicted  in  the  Barbn's  expreflive  face.  He 
looked  by  turns  at  the  Colonel,  and  then  at 
the  ring,  which  he  recoG;nifcd  bevond  a  doubt 
to  have  been  his  own.  The  exact  agreement 
of  the  time  and  place  ^here  he  Mas  af- 
faulted  and  dangeroully  wounded,  in  the 
manner  and  by  the  perjons  the  Colonel  dc- 
fcribed ;  and  the  recolleciion  of  the  figure, 
the  voice,  and  the  face  of  his  prefervcr  vTeiT 
fuch  ftrong  and  accumulated  proofs,  that 
difmifling  all  doubts  upon  a  fubje6t,  Mhich 
every  circumftance  concuiTed  to  eftabliili — 

"  Gracious  Heaven  !"  exclaimed  he,  "  how 
myfterious  are  thy  ways  ! — I  am — I  am 
that  very  Cavalier,  whofe  life  you  faved." 

Savias 
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Saying  thefc  words,  he  folded  the  Colonel^ 
who  felt  equal  conviftion,  and  fimilar  emo- 
tions of  joy,  In  his  arms. 

"  O,  my  brave  preferver ;"  exclaimed  the 
Baron,  "  is  it  you — can  it  be  you — whom  I 
embrace?  For  what  happinefs  has  Provi- 
dence preferved  me !  When  I  was  fuffi- 
ciently  recovered  from  my  wounds,  how 
anxioufly  did  I  inquire  for  you  in  Naples ; 
but  you  were  not  to  be  found.  I  wrote  re* 
peatedly  to  my  friends  at  Gibraltar,  but  in 
vain :  they  could  only  learn,  at  leaft  they 
only  informed  me,  that  you  had  quitted  the 
army,  and  no  fearch  could  find  you  in  the 
remote  province  of  England,  in  which  you 
were  fettled." 

"  Sir,"  faid  the  Colonel,  "  the  wound  I 
received  in  defending  you,  added  to  one 
before  given  me  in  battle,  had  fuch  an  effeci: 
upon  my  health,  tliat  my  quitting  the  army 
was  rendered  indifpenfably  necdfary;  I 
fold  my  commilTion,  returned  to  England, 
married,  and  fettled  in  O^Umbcrland :  I  was 
X  2  thus 
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thu^  {o  completely  cut  off  from  all  my  far- 
mer miHtarv  connexions,  and  fo  fecluded 
from  the  world,  that  T  am  not  Hirprized 
your  kind  iiKiuiries  failed  fo  completely  to 
find  me." 

"  That  you  did  not  take  equal  pains,'* 
faid  the  Baron,  "  to  find  me  oiatj  I  am  not 
much  furprized ;  for  H  is  the  part  of  the 
truly  generous  man  to  forget  the  favour  he 
beftows.  May  it  be  the  part  of  the  obliged 
(Ever  to  remember  it  witii  feelings  of  un- 
ceafing  gratitude !  How  ought  I  to  venerate 
that  country,  to  whofe  natives  I  have  been 
twice  indebted  for  my  life.  Here  is  the  ge- 
nerous youth,"  pointing  to  Edward  Marriot, 
"  who  faved  me  from  the  flames  at  Malta. 
How  can  I  ever  return  this  double  debt 
of  obligation?  Although  I  think  myfelf 
obliged,  beyond  my  power  of  making  any 
full,  any  adequate  return — Yet  there  is  a 
mode,  continued  he,  putting  his  hand  to  his 
forehead,  and  deliberating  a  moment  or  two 
— "  there  certainly  is  a  mode,  by  which  I 
9  can 
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can  make  my  acknowledgements  to  you  botii 
• — you  muit  then,  my  dear  Colonel,  excufe 
n  propolal  I  am  going  to  make,  dictated  by 
the  delight  I  feel  upon  the  prefent  occafion. 
I  have  been  made  fully  acquainted  with  the 
caufe  of  your  journey  to  London,  and  with 
all  your  pecuniary  diftreffes.  Let  no  re- 
ferve  on  your  part  deprive  me  of  the  greateft 
pleafure  I  can  enjoy ;  but  allow  me  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  will  fave  you  from  any  in- 
convenience from  the  confidence  you  have 
repofed  in  the  farmer  your  neighbour,  and 
your  correfpondent  the  merchant ;  fuffer  me 
like  wife  to  inter  pofe  my  good  offices  between 
you  and  Mrs.  Wilfon,  fo  far  as  to  refcue 
injured  integrity  from  the  hands  of  oppref- 
fion.  You  muft — you  ought  to  confent  ta 
accept  my  fervices.  Say  but  the  word,  and 
I  will  inftantly  cancel  the  obligation  you  are 
under  to  Mrs.  VVilfon.  You  Ihall  ceafe  to 
be  her  debtor,  and  for  the  future  allow  me 
the  honour  to  call  you  mine." 

Edward,  Emily,  and  Mrs.  Mapleton  had 
remained    filent    and  amazed  fpe6tators   of 

tliis 
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this  interefting  explanation  and  difcovery. 
They  cordially  united  with  the  Baron  in 
overcoming  the  Colonel's  objections  to  his 
propolals,  and  had  the  plcafure  to  be  at  laft 
fucccfsful. 


^:iiAP. 


CHAP.  XLITL 


The  cruel  tiger 


Sports  with  the  tortures  of  his  captive'kld  ; 
But  generous  natures,  not  too  proud  of  conqucll, 
Will  fcorn  to.  tram  pie  on  a  proftrate  foe.  A. 


As  the  Baron  felt  not  the  flighteft  Inclina- 
tion, from  the  reports  he  heard  of  Mrs.  "Wil- 
son's charaftcr  and  conduct,  tO  commence  an 
acquaintance  Mith  her,  he  commiflioned  his 
iiriend  Edward  to  wait  upon  her,  and  fettle 
Jthe  payment  of  the  Colonel's  deht.  Thus 
was  Edward  expoied  to  the  temptation  of 
.enjoying  fuch  a  triumph  of  fuperioi  ity  as  flie 
had  once  exerted  over  him,  when  Ihe  thought 
'the  vifits  of  the  fon  of  a  Cumherland  Parfon 
im,pertineat  and  obtrufivc*  But  nothing  could 
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be  lefs  congenial  with  his  feelings,  or  more 
contrary  to  his  principles,  than  to  take  any 
advantage  of  the  high  ground  upon  which 
he  was  now  placed  :  yet  he  entered  the 
fquare,  in  which  Mrs.  Wilfons  houfe  was, 
with  fenfations  far  difierent  from  thofe  he 
once  felt,  when  he  was^'udcly  difmilTed  from 
the  door  by  her  exprels  ojrders.  High  in  the 
efteem  both  of  the  Baron  and  the  Colonel, 
and  ftill  more  elated  by  the  confcioulhefs  of 
his  Emily's  love,  he  haltened  with  heart-felt 
delight,  yet  without  the  llighteft  degree  of 
afperity  or  arrogance,  to  execute  his  com- 
miffion. 

On  coming  to  Mrs.  Wilfon's  houfe,  he  was 
furprized  to  find  the  ftreet  door  open,  an4 
a  crowd  of  people  aifembled  to  attend  an 
auction.  The  rooms  w'ere  ftripped  of  all 
their  elegant  furniture ;  every  article,  even 
the  family  pi6lures,  w  ere  felling  off  at  very 
inconfiderable  prices.  For  fome  time  he 
paufed — reflefting  with  concern  on  this  me- 
lancholy reverfe  of  fortune,  but  foon  reco-s 
vering  from  his  meditation  on  the  fad  and 

ruipou& 
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ruinous  effe6te  of  gaming  and  extravagance, 
he  inquired  of  a  perfon,  who  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  ftierifF's  officer,  where  Mrs. 
Wilfon  was. 

"  Where  Ihe  deferved  to  be  long  ago,"  re- 
plied the  officer,  in  a  furly  tone;  "  don't  you 
know  fhe  was  carried  laft  week  to  the  King's 
jBench,  and  you  may  take  my  word  for  it, 
ilie  Mill  be  fome  time  before  ihe  will  find 
her  way  out  again.  Silly  creature,  ihe  took 
all  her  tradefmen  for  flats,  but  fome  of  them 
have  been  too  fliarp  for  her :  when  Ihe  was 
dunned  by  one,  Ihe  opened  an  account  with 
p;nother ; — ^Avhy,  Sir,  will  yOu  believe  it,  Hie 
had  three  green-grocers,  four  butchers,  as 
many  bakers  and  cabinet-makers ;  and  as  for 
her  milliners,  ihe  had  one  in  almoft  every 
genteel  ftreet.  She  was,  to  be  fure,  what 
they  call  a  lady  of  faihion, — but  give  me 
houefty  in  low  life ;  many  a  better  woman 
than  ]\ladam  Wilfon  has  been  fent  to  gather 
fimplcs  in  Botany  Bay." 

In  this  f]>eech  there  was  not  more  feverity 
than  truth.     Edward  made  "no  reply  to  it, 

but 
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hut  liaftencd  to  the  Kings  Bencli  j>rifon, 
M'lwre  tlie  lady,  who  had  fo  often  denied 
herfel^  could  not  fail  to  he  found  at  home. 
He  was  conducted  to  her  dark  and  difinal 
apartment,  a  complete  eontraft  to  the  airy 
(tind  fpacious  manfton  ilie  had  lately  inha- 
i)ited:  i)c  there  found  her  divefted  of  all 
appearances  -of  falhion  and  fplendour,  at- 
tettded  only  by  oae  fervant,  and  ihe  feemed 
only  alive  to  feelings  of  mortiiicd  pride, 
vexation,  and  refentment. 

The  iinpetuolity  of  her  temper  was  in- 
stantly ihown.:  the  moment  Edward  ap- 
j)cared,  without  waiting  to  be  informed  of 
iiis  bulinefs,  fhe  was  fo  eager  to  have  fome 
j)erfan  to  liften  to  her  complaints,  after  fo 
long  a  feclufion  from  fociety,  that  flie  poured 
forth  a  torrent  of  inve6live. — She  complained 
that  the  perfons  of  falhion  Ihe  had  always 
treated  as  friends  had  defer  ted  her,  and  that 
not  one  of  them  had  interfered  to  refcue  hei* 
from  the  hands  of  the  villainous  tradeiinen 
ivlio  had  confined  her  in  this  odious  and 
clifgraceful  place. 
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She  endeavoured  to  make  it  appear,  by 
her  artful  mifreprefentation,  that  every  one 
was  to  blame,  except  herfelf.  Edward  could 
not  be  fo  deceived,  yet  he  liftened  to  her 
with  refpeCbful  attention,  and  fuch  x^omplai- 
fance  induced  her  to  repofe  confidence  in 
him :  Ibe  talked  without  refcrvc  of  her  af- 
fairs— (he  complained  much  of  the  artifices 
of  Sir  Charles  Wager,  and  infmuated  liei  had 
not  won  her  money  fairly ; — as  for  Colonel 
Lorton,  ihe  faid  he  had  aQ,ed  like  a  fimple- 
ton,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  him,  for  he  had 
thrown  away  her  money  upon  his  dirty 
acres,  and  never  did  ihe  expect  to  receive 
either  intereft  or  principal,  except  by  the 
law  taking  its  courfe. 

"  Happy  am  I,"  faid  Edward,  interrupt- 
ing her,  "  to  fpcak  to  you  in  a  manner  the 
moft  fatisfaclory  upon  that  pomt.  My  friend, 
the  Colonel,  Madam,  I  alTure  you,  is  neitlier 
fo  injudicious,  nor  fo  deflitute  of  refources, 
as  you  imagine :  only  order  his  bond  to  be 
given  up,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the  debt 
1  fliall 
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ihall  be  immediately  paid  to  any  perfon  pro- 
perly an  thoriaed  to  receive  it." 

For  fome  minutes  fhe  gave  no  credit  to 
his  aiibrtions,  as  the  propolixl  was  wholly 
new  and  imexpefted :  at  laft,  giving  way  to 
his^repcatedand  very  ferious  afl'uranccs,  that 
he  was  iincei'e  in  ail  he  iiad  faid,  Ihe  called 
£dward  her  belt  friend,  apologiled,  with 
mo  very  ^ood  §race,  for  her  former  uncivil 
•behaviour  to  him,  and  declared  that  if  Ihe' 
<;ould  efcape  ti'om  her  prefent  embarrafl- 
ments,  £he  would  reform  her  courfe  of  life, 
and  never  more  fubje6;  herfelf  to  the  powey 
of  tradefmcn  to  opprefs,  gamblers  to  cheat, 
or  falfe  friends  to  flatter  and  defert  her. 

The  debt  was  paid  by  the  Baron  to  Mrs. 
Willbris  folicitor,  the  bond  was  cancelled, 
«nd  the  Colonel  went  through  the  legal  for- 
mality of  giving  the  Baron  his  bond  for  the 
amount  of  the  fum  at  legal  intereft.  Edward 
•and  Emily  attended  tlie  ceremony  of  figning 
and  fealiug  this  infirument,  and  the  Baron,  as 
foon  as  he  received  it  tlius  properly  executed, 

prefented 


pvefeuted  rt^  with  a  look  of  the  moft  cordial 
benignity,  to  Emily. — "  Accept  this,  my 
charming  young  friend/'  faid  he;  "I  wifli  to 
prefent  the  whole  fum  to  you,,  as  your  father, 
I  am  contident,  cannot  be  indebted  to  anyone, 
who  will  make  the  obligation  fit  lighter  upon 
him,  than  yourfelf.  Should  you,  however, 
feai'  tliat  tlie  prefervation  of  this  paper  will 
caufe  any  uneafy  fenfations  in  his  mind,  I 
beg  you  will  conlider  yourfelf  at  full  liberty 
to  difpofe  of  it  in  any  manner  you  pleafc, 
and  do  whatever  you  may,  be  aflured  erf  my 
approbation." 

"  Moft  generous  of  itrangers,"  replied 
Emily,  "  your  kindnefs  can  only  be  equalled 
by  the  delicacy  which  direcbs  it.  If  you. are 
fo  ready  to  fet  a  friend  at  liberty  from  the 
weight  of  obligation,  how  much  more  defir- 
ous  ihould  a  daughter  be  to  remove  the 
iblicitude  of  a  father !  Surely  I  do  not  mif- 
take  your  kind  fuggeftioa — Is  it  not  thus 
you  empower  me  to  act?" 

As  (he  pronounced  thefe  laft  words,  Ihe 
lopked  firft  at  the  Baroa,  they,  with  more 

tender 
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tender  fignificancy,  at  Edward,  who  nodded 
afient  with  admiration  and  rapture  mingled 
in  his  countenance — ^Ihe  threw  the  bond 
into  the  lire,  and  the  flames  inftantly  con* 
fumed  it. 

.  In  a  tranfport  of  joy  Colonel  Lorton  raifed 
his  eyes  and  his  hands  to  heaven,  and  moft 
fervently   expreffed   his    thanks   to  the  Al- 
mighty for  fuch    a    daughter  and    fuch   a 
friend. 

"  Well  have  you,"  faid  he,  addrefling 
himieif  to  Emily,  "  who  are  the  pride  of 
niy  heart,  repaid  every  obligation  of  duty 
and  aiTeclion  to  your  father. — O  Belfeld," 
continued  he  lo  the  Baron,  "  I  only  pre- 
ferved  your  life ;  you  have  done  more  for 
me — you  have  fupplied  me  with  the  means 
of  enjoying  exiftence  among  thofe  who  are 
dearell  to  my  foul :  my  happinefs  is  centered 
in  their's :  you  will  therefore,  I  truft,  as  you 
are  the  w  ell  tried  and  firm  friend  of  us  all, 
applaud  my  determination. — Dear  Edward  ! 
Emily  ihall  be  your's,  for  you  are  truly 
worthy  of  each  otiier.     Your  marriage  v.ill 

give 


give  me  the  greateft  pleafure  I  ean  e^joy  cm 
this  fide  the  grave ;  for  I  llmll  fee  you,  who 
Qre  fo  truly  wortliy  of  each  other,  and  vvhofe 
hearts  are  fo  congenial,— after  youv  long  fe- 
fraiAtion  and  great  anxieties,  at  lalt  united 
by  the  raoft  endearing  of  ajl  ties." 


CUAV, 


CHAP.  XLIV. 


An  elegant  fufficicncy,  content,  , 

Rctirmeut,  rural  quiet,  friendfhip,  books, 
Eafe,  and  alternate  labour,  ufcful  life, 
Progreffive  virtue,  aTid  approving  heaven  ; 
Thefeare  the  matchlefs  joys  of  virtuous  love- 

Thomson's  Spring, 


iHE  morning  diftinguifhed  by  Edward's 
marriage  to  Emily  began  a  new  era  of  hap- 
pinefs  to  them,  and  to  all  their  friends. 
None  of  the  parties  concerned  were  in- 
fluenced by  any  prejudices  with  refpect  to 
the  particular  day  of  the  week  moft  fortu- 
nate or  not  for  the  ceremony  to  be  per- 
formed, but  thought  the  earlieft  day  that 
could  conveniently  be  fixed  the  beft,  and 
moft  likely  to  be  propitious  to  their  willies. 

The 
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The  Baron  gave  Emily  away,  and  Die 
never  looked  more  enchantingly,  than  as  a 
bride  cbefied  in  a  robe  of  plain  white  muflin, 
without  any  ornaments  whatever.  The  hap- 
pinefs  of  Edward  and  herfelf  was  too  great 
for  utterance;  their  hearts  belt  could  feel, 
and  their  looks  beft  difcover,  that  felicity, 
of  which  no  words  can  convey  an  adequate 
cxpreflion. 

iMrs.  Wilfon,  by  the  fum  Ihe  received  from 
the  Baronet,  was  enabled  to  fettle  with  her 
creditors,  and  Avas  freed  from  her  impri- 
fonment.  She  had  the  prudence  to  aub 
conformably  to  her  refolutions :  flie  retired 
into  the  country,  and  lived  upon  a  fmall 
annuity  faved  fvom  the  wrecks  of  her  for- 
tune. Mrs.  Sparks  fometimes  vifitcd  her, 
and  they  united  in  lamenting  the  prevalence 
of  thole  faihionablc  follies,  which  had  per- 
verted the  minds  of  them  both,  and  been 
the  fources  of  their  former  uuhappinefs. 

Sir  Lionel  Wager  made  himfelf  an  obje^ 
qf  ridicule  and  contempt  by  the  trick  he 
had  played  in  attempting  to  gain  Emily  in 
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marriage.  The  Colonel  proclaimed  it  every 
where,  aiid  it  was  foon  the  topic  of  general 
converfation,  and  as  general  cenfure.  His 
-circumitanccs,  by  his  continued  gambling  and 
diffipation,  were  fo  reduced,  that  he  was  glad 
to  obtain  the  fmalieft  loan  of  money,  or  even 
a  dinner,  from  any  one  of  his  acquaintance. 
This  dependent  mode  of  life,  however,  was  of 
lliort  continuance,  and  at  laft,  not  knowing 
how  to  fubfilt  in  England,  he  took  his  paf- 
faore  to  America.  As  he  had  never  attrafted 
notice  but  by  his  expenfive  follies,  as  foon 
as  the  blaze  of  fuch  a  meteor  of  extrava- 
gance was  extinguifhed,  no  one  felt  his  lofs, 
or  regretted  his  abfence. — He  lived  a  pro- 
fligate, and  died  unlamented  in  obfcurity. 

Caron  Belfeld  purchafed  an  eftate  in  the 
parilh  adjoining  to  Lorton  Houfe.  His 
friendfliip  for  the  Colonel  was  ftrengthened 
by  conftant  intercourfe;  its  flame  burned 
with  Heady  luftre,  and  enlightened  and 
cheared  the  doling  years  of  their  lives. — 
The  Baron  became  intimate  with  Dr.  Mar- 
riot,  thinking  him  juftly  intitled  to  his  higheft 

efteeni 
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€fteem  fcM"  his  exemplary  condu6l  as  a  Cler- 
gyman. They  frequently  converfed  upon  re- 
ligious fubje6ls,  and  the  Knight  of  Malta, 
candid  and  open  to  conviftion  as  he  was, 
felt  the  arguments  of  the  Proteftant  Divine 
fb  cogent  and  conclufive,  that  he  formally 
renounced  the  errors  of  his  creed  as  a  Papift, 
and  regularly  attended  the  Service  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

It  was  whifpered  in  the  village,  that  he 
paid  his  addrefles  to  Mrs.  Mapleton :  when 
the  report  reached  the  ears  of  that  lady,  flie 
fmiled,  and  certainly  did  not  contradi6b  it. 

Colonel  Lorton  had  the  fatisfa6lion  to  be- 
hold in  a  few  years  the  fuccefs  of  his  various 
fchemes  for  improvements  in  agriculture. 
The  care  and  the  expenfe  he  had  devoted 
to  them,  all  anfvvered  his  moft  ardent  ex- 
pe9:ations.  The  trees  he  had  planted,  when 
he  firft  came  to  refide  upon  his  eftate,  now 
covered  the  fummits  and  flopes  of  many  of 
the  mountains  with  their  thick  and  branching 
foliage.  The  meadows  on  the  borders  of  the 
lake,  which  had  formerly  been  worfe  than 
y  2  ufelefs, 
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ufclcfs,  and  even  dangerous  to  cattle,  were 
rendered  fufe,    dry,  and  highly  prodnftivc, 
by  his  methods  of  draining  them ;    and  the 
inereafc  of  his  crops  of  corn  was  fivefold, 
greater  than  it  had  ever  been  before. 

The  peafants  of  his  village  bleflied  him  for 
his  attention  to  the  comforts  of  tliemielves 
and  their  families ;  for  from  the  ftatc  of  rag- 
ged refidcnts  in  dirty  iiovels,  they  became 
■well-clad  inhabitants  of  neat  and  comfort- 
able cottages,  furroundcd  by  fertile  gardens. 
Content  and  cheerfulnefs  were  depicted  in 
every  face,  and  the  mothers  taught  their 
children  to  lifp  the  praifes  oi  Lor  ion  tht 
Good. 

Pleafed  as  the  Colonel  was  by  the  pro- 
fpcft  of  fuccefs  thus  crowning  his  judicious 
efforts  of  diligence  and  benevolence,  he  had 
Itill  higher  gratifications  in  view.  At  his 
carneft  requeft  Edward  and  Emily  made 
his  houfe  their  place  of  refidcnce,  and  af- 
fifted  him  in  the  promotion  of  his  agricul- 
tural plans.  As  the  fun  of  his  life  declined 
from  its  meridian,  it  purfued  its  courle  un- 
clouded 
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clouded  by  misfortune,  and  the  evening  of 
his  old  age  clofed  in  ferenity  and  peace. 
Edward  and  Emily  were  happy  in  a  family 
of  a  fon  and  two  daughters.  Tlie  Colonel 
embraced  his  grandchildren  with  delight,  ob- 
fcrved  the  mind  of  the  boy  gradually  expand 
with  the  good  fenfe  and  virtues  of  his  father, 
and  the  girls,  amiable  and  intelligent,  re- 
flected in  their  features  the  image  of  his  be- 
loved daughter. 

Edward,  following  the  ufeful  fteps  of  his 
father,  but  with  enlarged  means  of  doing 
good,  afted  as  a  magiftrate,  and  undertook 
the  care  of  a  neighbouring  church,  not  for 
the  fake  of  emolument,  but  from  a  principle 
of  duty ;  and  he  gladdened  the  hearts  of  the 
deferving  poor  by  diftributing  the  amount  of 
his  ftipend  among  them. 

Influenced  by  a  fnnilar  motive,  Emily  efta- 
bliflied  a  fchool  for  the  education  of  the  in- 
digent girls  of  the  parilh,  and  viflted  it  as 
often  as  her  domcftic  engagements  would  al- 
low her.  Surrounded  by  thefc  obJeCts  of  her 
maternal  care,   (lie  rcfembled  the  beautiful 

figure 
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^gure  of  Charity  in  the  painted  window  in 
Oxford — fuch  were  her  angelic  looks,  foft- 
ened  by  maternal  folicitude,  and  directed  to 
the  delighted  children  that  thronged  around 
her. 

The  fatisfa£lion  of  her  father  in  owing  his 
independence  to  the  friend  whole  life  he  had 
faved, — the  joy  of  that  generous  friend,  and 
even  the  happinefs  of  Emily  her felf,  all  feemed 
light  and  inconfiderable  in  comparifon  with 
the  tranfport  of  Edward  in  pofleffing  fuch  a 
treafure  as  Emily,  and  being  the  obje6l  of 
her  love. 

Edward  and  Emily  continued. to  live  in 
retirement,  fatisfied  with  the  competency  of 
their  fortune,  and  grateful  to  Providence 
for  dangers  efcaped,  and  bleflings  enjoyed. 
Their  years  glided  away  in  eafe  and  traai- 
quillity,  and  feldom  did  their  fteps,  or  even 
their  wiflies,  wander  far  from  their  native 
vale.  Well  convinced  by  the  plan  fuccefs- 
fully  purfued  in  the  early  part  of  their  Own 
education,  that  the  inftruccors  who  are  moft 
beloved  by  their  pupils  will  prove  the  belt 
upon  the  whole,  they  fecured  an  unrivalled 
5  claim 


elaim  to  the  affection  of  their  children,  by 
teaching  them  the  principlea  of  Religion  and 
Learning  themfelves.  They  infpired  their 
tender  minds  from  their  infancy  ^^itli  the 
firmeft  attaclament  to  thoie  grand  antt 
beautiful  fcenes  which  furroundedf  theili 
dwelling,  and  were  calculated  to  animates 
them  with  the  Love  of  Nature,  of  Freedom^ 
and  of  Independence.  n 

"  Happy  are  we,"'feid  Edward  to  his  chil- 
dren, "  to  be  placed  by  Providence  in  fuch  a 
rural  retreat  as  this,  free  as  it  is  from  all  the 
clamour,  diffipation,  and  unwholefomenefs  of 
cities.  Under  the  influence  of  this  pure  and 
invigorating  atmofphere,  obedient  to  the  rules 
of  temperance,  we  Inay  enjoy  a  long  courfe 
of  health,  and  extend  the  fpace  of  life  to  a 
defirable  old  age.  Here  the  moft  fublini© 
works  of  God,  continually  prefented  to  our 
view,  afford  fubje6ls  for  devout  meditation, 
and  ceafelefs  gratitude.  Here,  too,  the  frugal 
diet,  plain  attire,  and  healthy  appearance 
of  the  peafants  of  the  North  may  teach  us 
this  important  lelTon — that  the  true  relilh  of 

liie 
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life  is  independent  of  fituation,  or  any  out- 
ward appearances — and  here  we  may  learn 
that  the  heart-felt  and  moft  fincere  pleafures, 
thofe  that  arife  from  affection,  from  religion, 
from  ufeful  occupations,  and  ufeful  know- 
ledge, lie  within  our  reach,  and  are  attain- 
able without  the  gold  of  the  wealthy,  the 
pomp  of  the  powerful,  or  the  titles  of  the 
noble.  Be  alTured  that  neither  extrava- 
gance nor  diflipation ;  neither  change  of 
place,  nor  variety  of  objefts,  are  effential  to 
our  well-being ;  and  that  if  we  cannot  find 
uninterrupted  enjoyment  in  our  prefent  Itate, 
which  is  a  world  of  probation,  and  there- 
fore has  briars  as  well  as  rofes  growing  in 
its  paths,  we  may  be  confident,  that  our  bcft 
endeavours  to  perform  our  refpe6live  duties, 
will  be  rewarded  hereafter  in  a  world  of  the 
purcft  and  moft  lafting  blifs." 


THE    END. 


Printed  by  Law  ?nd  Gilbert,  St.  John's  Square,  Clcrk^weh. 
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